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FOREWORD 


Dr. Gurdev Singh Deol has given us a biography of Sardar 
Bhagat Singh which may well become a standard. He has tempered 
the hymns of praise sung by Bhagat Singh’s countrymen with the 
cold and blunt reports of the British who saw the martyr in quite a 
different way. It is this clash of values which Dr. Deol has so succe¬ 
ssfully captured. To the British, law and order had to be maintained 
at any cost, including the very lives of the so young and idealistic 
patriots. The British could not conceive that this law and order 
could be the fetters of slavery. 

Bhagat Singh is to be remembered not only for his consummate 
courage but for his conviction that a free government of India must 
set the dignity and well-being of every citizen as its goal. Dr. Deol 
has examined not only the valiant life of this young Indian 
Martyr but his political philosophy, much of which was eventually 
incorporated in the constitution of the Republic of India—Bhagat 
Singh’s beloved Motherland. 

The author is to be congratulated for his meticulous research 
and for giving us this much needed biography of one of India’s 
most gallant heroes. He has not only told us one man’s life story 
but he has given us the history of the turbulence in the Punjab 
from the Colonization Bill agitation—in which Bhagat Singh’s 
uncle, Ajit Singh, stood in the forefront—through the abortive 
Ghaclr revolution, the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, the rise of the 
Babbar Akalis, the founding and functioning of the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association to the ultimate goal of independ¬ 
ence as it was projected by the Shaheed-e-Azam. 


Emily C. Brown 
M.A.-P h.D. 

Professor of History, University of Iowa, U.S.A. 
Author of Har Dayal: Hindu Revolutionary and Rationalist 



PREFACE 


Bhagat Singh stated the gospel truth when he said, “You can 
kill individuals but not the ideas. Great empires crumbled, but the 
ideas survived.” The Bourbons, the Czars & the British Empire 
in India fell, but India as free Bharat survives all vicissitudes of 
foreign conquest and subjection. Indeed, this is what Bhagat Singh 
fought and died for. He wanted India not only to be free but also 
a'sovereign socialist republic of workers & peasants. In the leaflet 
thrown in the assembly, he declared, “we dream of a glorious 
future, when man will be enjoying perfect peace and full liberty. 
But the sacrifice of a few individuals at the altar of the great revolu¬ 
tion that will bring freedom to all, rendering the exploitation of 
man by man impossible, is inevitable.” 

Bhagat Singh, symbolizing the revolutionary upsurge of his 
time, challenged the might of the world’s greatest imperialist power. 
Commenting on his work, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose said, 
“Bhagat Singh is today not a person, but a symbol. He symbolizes 
the spirit of revolt that has taken possession of the country... 
Bhagat Singh, who has set an example of character and patriotism 
by sacrificing himself for the sake of the country’s freedom, was 
from the Sikh community. Today, he is known to be a brave Sikh 
hero throughout the world. The Sikh community has to produce 
thousands of Bhagat Singhs for the cause of the country.” 

India’s freedom movement constitutes a glorious chapter in 
the political history of India. Many strands went into its making, 
of which the revolutionary patriots were one. Bhagat Singh was 
perhaps the top-ranking fighter of the revolutionary camp. His life 
is a saga of struggle and sacrifice in the cause of India's indepen¬ 
dence. 

A special feature of this book is the analysis of the political 
ideology of Bhagat Singh. To rate Bhagat Singh just as a freedom- 
fighter is not enough. He was much more than that. He believed in 
and advocated scientific socialism. As he stated in the Delhi Court, 



“Labour is the real sustainer of society. The sovereignty of the 
people is the ultimate destiny of the workers. For these ideals and 
for this faith we shall welcome any suffering to which we may be 
condemned. To the altar of this revolution, we have brought our 
youth as incense, for no sacrifice is too great for so magnificent 
a cause. Wc are content to await the advent of revolution”. While 
explaining the meaning of revolution in the court, he further said, 
“We mean by revolution the uprooting of the present social order— 
a change in the present order of things which is based on manifest 
injustice.” 

This pioneer attempt of presenting the political philosophy of 
Bhagat Singh will, it is hoped, elicit interest of the students of 
political science and history as well as the general reader. It is 
b:ised on original sources, like the Government of India records, 
judicial decisions, the Punjab Administration Reports, the statements 
and letters of Bhagat Singh and statements of and interviews with 
his relations, close associates and class-fellows. At the end of the 
book, the constitution cf the Hindustan Republican Association, 
the police report on Saunders murder, text of Bhagat Singh's 
statement in the Assembly Bomb Case, copies of some petitions, 
public memorials and the like have been appended. A bibliography, 
index, chronology and the genealogy of Bhagat Singh have also 
been given. 

I owe a deep sense of gratitude to Dr. Emily C. Brown, profe¬ 
ssor of history, the University of Iowa, U.S-A. for acceding to my 
request to write a foreword to the book. I am also grateful to my 
colleague. Prof Azad Gulati for his suggestions in the improvement 
of the book. I expre.^ my thanks to Miss Janak Saxcna, Head, 
Deptt of English, Government Ripudaman College, Nabha for her 
help in proof-reading a tedious task which she cheerfully under¬ 
took. Finally I thank my publisher, Gurbax Deep, for undertaking 
the publication of the book and all my family members for putting 
up with various inconveniences. 

I am also indebted to S. Balvvanl Singh, Finance Minister, 
Punjab, my old friend and class male, for acceding to my request 
to release the book on 23rd March, 1978. 


Nabha, 23rd March, 1978. 


Gurdev Singh Deol 
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HERITAGE 


THE Punjab and the North-Western Frontier Province separa¬ 
ted Tndia from Afghanistan and Central Asia respectively before the 
15th of August, 1947. The north-western parts of the Punjab, namely, 
Lyallpur, Sheikhupura, Sargodha, Montgomery and Multan formed 
a sparsely populated region in which cultivation was confined to 
strips of land along the banks of rivers or on small patches around 
irrigation wells. Towards the end of the nineteenth century, canals 
were dug in those parts and cultivators from the thickly populated 
areas in the central Punjab were induced to settle on the lands 
irrigated by the canals mostly as free-holders. Under that induce¬ 
ment, large groups of peasants migrated from the central districts 
of the Punjab, such as Amritsar, Jullundur, Hoshiarpur and 
Ludhiana, to the aforesaid northwestern parts. 

Among those groups of adventurous migrants were also the 
ancestors of Bhagat Singh. They originally came from the village 
of Khatkar Kalan in the Jullundur district, 27 kilometres from 
Phagwara. From there, they migrated to and settled in the village 
of Banga, Chak No. 105-G.B. in Jaranwalla Tehsil in the Lyallpur, 
district, now in West Pakistan. 

Bhagat Singh’s ancestors were Sandhu Jats who had been 
converted to Sikhism. His grandfather, Arjan Singh, was an 
agriculturist as well as a doctor, practising the Yunani* system 
of medicine and treated the poor free of charge. He was a scholarly 
man. Apart from Punjabi, he knew Sanskrit, Persian and Urdu. 
He was interested in social work and actively participated in the 
social and religious movements in the nineteenth century, which also 


* Yunani—based on Greek materia medica 
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prepared the ground for the growth of Indian national movenjent. 
The most important of these movements in northern India was 
the AryaSamaj started at Lahore in 1877. The Samaj worked for the 
abolition of such social evils as the caste- system, untouchability 
and enforced widowhood which had been the curse of the Hindu 
social order. According to Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya, the Arya 
Samaj movement “fought some of the prevailing social evils and 
religious superstitions in Hinduism much as the Brahmo Samaj had 
battled against polytheism, idolatry and polygamy.” 1 Another 
important characteristic of this movement was that ‘it worked not 
merely for religious but also for national revival’. In the year 
1890, Bhagat Singh’s grandfather adopted the ideals of the Arya 
Samaj movement, became its active member and preached its 
doctrines among the villagers. In 1893, Arjan Singh was one of 
the delegates to the Congress session held at Lahore and was presi¬ 
ded by Dadabhai Naoroji. Arjan Singh was a man of conviction, 
but was opposed to dogmatism and rigid traditionalism. An 
instance of how he operated was the way he faced the censure of 
his community for raising a crop of tobacco—a taboo to the Sikhs. 
He confessed his ‘sin’ and cheerfully agreed to carry out the penally 
imposed on him. In that way, he made his community understand 
that where reasoning did not work, an example could be more 
effective than precept. His action was a valuable example for any 
community and showed how an individual who touched tobacco 
which is prohibited among the Sikhs, could again be purified by 
the Guru through repentance. 

Besides being a religious reformer and a nationalist, Arjan 
Singh was also a social worker. In the village of Banga he had two 
wells sunk, built a gurdwara and a rest-house (serai) for travellers. 

Arjan Singh died in 1933. He left behind thiee sons, Kishan 
Singh, Ajit Singh and Swarn Singh. Kishan Singh, the eldest son, 
was born in his ancestral village of Khatkar Kalan in the Jullundur 
district. He and his younger brother, Ajit Singh, studied in the 
Sam Das Angjo-Sanskrit School at Jullundur. Kishan Singh passed 

1 Sitaramayya. Dr. Pattabhi : The Ilsitory of the Indian National 
Congress, Bombay (1946), VoJ. I, p. 14 
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his 8th class from that school. While he was a student, he came 
under the influence of one of his teachers, Sundar Dass, who used 
to give lectures on nationalism and patriotism and exhort his stu¬ 
dents to work for the national cause. So, in addition to the influ¬ 
ence of his father, Arjan Singh, he imbibed nationalist feelings 
from his teacher. 

Kishan Singh was a man of fortune. He was an insurance 
agent incharge of the Punjab Branch of the Industrial-Prudential 
Company 3 and the Vulkan Insurance Company, the headquarters 
of which were at Bombay. Those companies dealt with insurance 
against life and fire respectively, but not against the fire of nation¬ 
alism which kept his soul always aglow. Kishan Singh resided 
mostly at two places, Navankot in the suburbs of Lahore and in a 
house near Lahori Gate in Lahore. 

Kishan Singh was also a social worker. He organized relief 
work, in co-operation with Lala Bishamber Dass and Lala Amar 
Dass Advocate, for the famine-stricken people of Berar (Central 
Provinces) in 1898. In 1900, he and Lala Lajpat Rai opened an 
orphanage to help the orphans, and the people rendered helpless 
by the famine of Ahmedabad. In 1904, he organized relief measures 
for the victims of earthquake in Kangra, and worked as Secretary 
of the Kangra Relief Committee. In 1905, he conducted flood- 
relief work in Srinagar when great damage was caused by the floods 
in the River Jehlum. 

Apart from social work, Kishan Singh worked in the Arya 
Samaj in collaboration with Mahatma Hans Raj. Later he joined 
the Indian National Congress and remained its active worker 
throughout. In 1906, Kishan Singh along with his brothers (Ajit 
Singh and Swarn Singh), Sufi Amba Prasad, Kartar Singh and 
Mahasha Ghaseeta Ram joined active politics and founded a party 
known as the Bharat Mata Society. In 1907, he took part in the 
agitation against the Bari Doab Canal Act and the Colonization 
Act and was arrested. During World War I, he supported the Ghadr 
movement and helped it financially. This fact can receive corrobor¬ 
ation from the findings of the trial court in the first Lahore 


2 Later, he took up the agency of the Himalaya Insurance Company 
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Conspiracy Case of 1915- In this connection, Kartar Singh Sarabha, 
one of the heroes of the Ghadr movement says, “He had received 
Rs. 1000 from the brother of the seditionist Ajit Singh” 3 An 
approver, Nawab Khan, in the same case also endorses this fact 
when he states, “Bhai Parmanand had once sent him (Kartar Singh 
Sarabha) to Kishan Singh, brother of the seditionist Ajit Singh— 
who had subsribed Rs. 1000.” 4 As a result of Kishan Singh’s 
sympathies with the Ghadr movement, he was interned in the 
village of Banga during the early years of World War I. Unde¬ 
terred by government restrictions, he continued working for India’s 
freedom, until she attained her independence. In consequence of 
his work during the freedom movement,he had to face 42 political 
trials, remained imprisoned for two years and was an internee for 
another two. 

Ajit Singh, whose very name spelt terror for the British imperi¬ 
alists, was the second son of Arjan Singh, and an uncle of Bhagat 
Singh. After having matriculated from the Sain Dass Anglo-Sanskrit 
High School at Jullundur, he did his Intermediate from the D.A.V. 
College, Lahore. For sometime he was a schoolmaster. When in 
the beginning of the twentieth century, the Congress methods of re¬ 
presentations and mendicancy proved ineffective, the younger ele¬ 
ments in the country started advocating extremist methods, thus, 
giving rise to extremism or militant nationalism in India. In the 
Punjab, the extremist movement was launched by Ajit Singh with 
the blessings of Lala Lajpat Rai. The movement in the Punjab was 
different, because the basis of the movement was agrarian grie¬ 
vance and there were no secret societies, as there were in Maha¬ 
rashtra and Bengal. The Colonization Bill in the Punjab provided 
a ready excuse for launching an agitation against the Government. 
To organise the agitation, the Indian Patriots’ Association was 
formed by Ajit Singh and Syed Haider Raza (another extremist). 
Ajit Singh was also one of the founders of the revolutionary 
Bharat Mata Society and started a paper Peshwa, with the famous 

3 Lahore Conspiracy Case 1 Judgement (1915). Individual Case of 
Kartar Singh Sarabha, p. 3 

4 Ibid, p. 4 
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‘seditionist’ Sufi Amba Prashad as its Editor. His two brothers, 
Kishan Singh and Swarn Singh, were also its members. Other 
members of the society were Kartar Singh, Mehta Anand Kishore, 
Mahasha Ghaseeta Ram and Zia-ul-Haq (another extremist patriot). 

Ajit Singh organised meetings at important places such as 
Lahore, Amritsar, Ferozepur, Rawalpindi, etc., and exhorted his 
audience to rise against the British. Sir Denzil Ibbetson, the then 
Lieut-Governor of the Punjab in his minute on the political 
situation in the province states, “in the towns of Rawalpindi, 
Siulkot and Lyallpur, active anti-British propaganda is openly and 
sedulously preached. In Lahore, the capital of the province, the 
propaganda is virulent and has resulted in a more or less general 
state of serious unrest.” 5 Another government report about the 
work of Ajit singh reads : “Ajit Singh during the last two months 
has held a constant series of meetings and has openly advocated 
sedition. He clearly ought to be stopped at once.” 6 The report fur¬ 
ther says : “Agitator Ajit Singh and others have urged the people 
to rise, attack the English and be free.” 7 Ajit Singh was regarded 
as “the most violent speaker at political meetings; he has fre¬ 
quently advocated active resistance to government, and his utterances 
are largely directed to exciting discontent among the agricultural 
classes and the soldiery.” His violent speeches resulted in the 
outbreak of riots at Lahore and Rawalpindi in 1907 and created a 
situation, which the then Lieut. Governor of the Province des¬ 
cribed “as exceedingly serious and exceedingly dangerous and as 
urgently demanding a remedy.” 8 Lajpat Rai himself described the 
political situation in the Punjab in one of his letters to Bhai 
Parmanand thus : “The people are in a sullen mood. Even the 
agricultural classes have begun to agitate. My only fear is that 
the bursting out may not be premature.” 9 

5 The Indian Sedition Committee, 1918, p. 141 

6 Home Department (Political), Government of India, Proceedings for 
August, 1907, numbers 148-233 p. 3 

7 Home Department (Political) Government of India, Proceedings for 
August, 1907, numbers 148-235, p. 4 

8 Ibid, page 40 (of the file) 

9 Quoted from the Indian Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p .143 
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Ajit Singh, whose influence on Bhagat Singh was the gfeatest 
did all this at a time when raising a finger towards the British was 
regarded as an invitation to death. To kill the movement, Ajit 
Singh was arrested on the 3rd of June, 1907, under the provisions 
of Regulation III of 1818. Later, he was sent to Rangoon and event¬ 
ually to Mandalay. 10 After a couple of months, he was released 
from Mandalay. Knowing that if he returned to the Punjab, he 
would be jailed, he went instead, to Iran. From there, on the issue 
of warrants by the Government of Iran, he escaped to Germany via 
Turkey and Austria. There he continued his agitation against the 
British. But with the defeat of Germany and Turkey in World War 
I, all his plans collapsed. Left with no other alternative, he escaped 
from Europe and went to Brazil. When the case against Bhagat 
Singh was in progress, Kishan Singh received a letter from Ajit 
Singh in which he expressed a desire that Bhagat Singh be sent to 
Brazil. Ajit Singh returned to India at the time of the formation of 
the interim government through the efforts of his relations and the 
late Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He died at Dalhousie on the 15th 
of August, 1947—the Independence Day, with the following words 
on his lips. “Thank God, my mission has been fulfilled and now 
I depart for the Eternal Home.” 11 

Swarn Singh, the youngest son of Arjan Singh, was also born 
at Khatkar Kalan in 1887. Although unknown, he was also an 
ardent nationalist and freedom-fighter. He, too, joined the Bharat 
Mata Society founded by his elder brother, Ajit Singh. He publis¬ 
hed anti-British literature and also participated in the agitation 
against the Colonization Bill. In consequence, he was arrested on a 
charge of sedition, tried and imprisoned. He was kept in the Lahore 
Central Jail, where he was forced to do the job of a bullock, as a 
result of which he developed tuberculosis and eventually died in 
1910 at the age of 23. 

Bhagat Singh’s mother Shrimati Vidyawati, whom the Punjab 

10 He reached Rangoon on the 14th of June, 1907 and Mandalay on the 
15th of June 1907 

11 Quoted from the Common Weal Poona, dated March 23, 1949 Martyrs’ 
Number 
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Govt, honoured with the title of Punjab Mata on 1st January, 1973, 
and who died on 1st June, 1975, was also a repository of the best 
traditions of Indian womanhood. She had been a constant source 
of great inspiration to her son in his zeal for the national cause. 
She was herself a great patriot and symbolised in her serene 
personality all the best of her generation and her stoic modesty 
provided encouragement and anchor to those who suffered for the 
national cause. It was from the nobility of her soul also that 
Bhagat Singh received inspiration in cultivating undying love for 
his country and revolutionary fervour. 

Such was the family and its patriotic traditions in which 
Bhagat Singh was born. One can easily hear the lullabies sung 
to Bhagat Singh, while in his cradle, and the various blessings 
showered on that tiny soul during his childhood by his grand¬ 
parents, parents and uncles. 
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BHAGAT SINGH was born in the village of Banga—Chak No. 
105 G.B. in the District of Lyallpur on Saturday, the 27th of Septem¬ 
ber, 1907 (13th Asuj, 1964 Bik.) at 0900 hours. He was the second 
child in the family of Kishan Singh. It is commonly believed that 
Bhagat Singh was the eldest son of Kishan Singh, but this is not 
correct. Kishan Singh’s first son was Jagat Singh, who died at the 
age of 11, when he was studying in the 5th class. Because of the 
early death of his brother, Bhagat Singh came to be regarded as 
the first child of Kishan Singh. Bhagat Singh is survived by four 
brothers and three sisters, namely Kulbir Singh, Kultar Singh, 
Rajinder Singh, Ranbir Singh, Bibi Amar Kaur, Bibi Parkash 
Kaur (Sumitra) and Bibi Shakuntala. 

His birth took place at the time when the political situation in 
the country, particularly in the Punjab, was very tense due to the 
agitation against the Colonization Act, launched by his uncle, 
Ajit Singh—a well-known revolutionary, and Lala Lajpat Rai, 
Some of the leaders even “looked to driving the British out of the 
country-either by force or through passive resistance by the people 
as a whole.” 1 This can be further corroborated by the proceedings 
of a meeting of the Bharat Mata Sabha (of which Kishan Singh 
Ajit Singh and Mehta Anand Kishore were the founder members). 
Addressing the meeting at Lahore, Ajit Singh, Bhagat Singh’s 
uncle, said: “I have come to the platform merely to give you the 
message of our mother-country. Efforts are being made to frighten 

1 The Indian Sedition Committee Report, 1918, p. 142 
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us by telling us that we shall be arrested and sent to prison. We do 
not mind such threats. There are detectives here—may disgrace fall 
upon them. We must take the trade and management of our country 
in our own hands. Do not think that we can do nothing. We 
could be free in two days. See the devotees of Guru Gobind Singh 
upset the whole country. The English are tyrants. The English 
are robbers. We should expel them.” 2 

The prevailing political situation in the country can also be 
judged from the following extract from the judgement in the first 
Lahore Conspiracy Case, 1915. ‘’In 1907, a wave of sedition passed 
over India, including the Punjab, we know, too, that that wave of 
sedition has kept ebbing and flowing since then.” 3 Natural as it was, 
the prevailing political trends in the country, and in Bhagat Singh’s 
house particularly, went on fertilizing the soil in which the seeds of 
patriotism had been sown. They showed their full impact on the 
child at a later stage. 

At the time of Bhagat Singh’s birth, his father was in the 
Lahore Central Jail in connection with the agitation launched by 
him against the Colonization Bill. His uncle, Ajit Singh, was inter¬ 
ned in the Mandalay Jail. Kishan Singh, an under-trial at that time, 
had put in a bail application, which was granted. Consequently, he 
was released on a bail of Rs,50000 and similarly his brother, Swarn 
Singh was released on bail. Both brothers reached home 1 or 2 days 4 
after the birth of Bhagat Singh. At about the same time, a tele¬ 
gram regarding the release of his uncle Ajit Singh, was also recei¬ 
ved from the Mandalay Jail. Because of that happy coincidence, 
the birth of the child was regarded as a matter of good luck 
and the child fortunate. Accordingly the grandmother named 
the child Bhagamvala* which came to be used as his nickname. It 

2 Home Department, Government of India, Proceedings for August 1907. 
Number 148 to 235, Appendix ‘A\ p. 49 (of the File) 

3 Lahore Conspiracy Case I. Judgement dated 13 September, 1915, 
PartUI A (I), p. 1 

4 As per statement of S. Kultar Singh, younger brother of Bhagat Singh 
(interview with him by the writer on December 22, 1966 at Saharanpur) 

•Bhaganwala is a Punjabi word, which literally mean ‘lucky' 
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was from this original name Bhaganwala that the child was later 
named Bhagat Singh. 

It is well known that children of promise and from respectable 
families show tendencies and make characteristic utterances and are 
involved in accidents and coincidences which definitely foretell their 
future. Accordingly, strange and unsual were the games Bhagat Singh 
played from his early childhood. He was hardly three when his 
father Kishan Singii, along with his friend, Mehta Anand Kishorc, 
a well-known nationalist, took him to the farm. There while playing 
with the soil, he started making small heaps and fixing small sticks 
into each. On being asked by Mehta what he was doing, the child 
replied that he was sowing rifles. 5 At the age of about five he 
would divide his play-mates into two groups and stage a fight 
between them. 

The exile of his uncle, Aj|t Singh, in 1909 because of his nation- 
list views, and his work in the struggle for freedom made a deep 
impression on Bhagat Singh. How deep that impression was, can 
be judged from the following talk : Ajit Singh’s wife used to weep 
most of the time because of the absence of her husband. Bhagat 
Singh often told her, “Auntie, don’t weep, when I grow up, I will 
drive the British out of India and bring my uncle back.” 6 

From early childhood, Bhagat Singh showed an inclination to 
serve the nation and his mind tended towards nationalism from the 
very outset. The following talk between the child Bhagat Singh and 
Mehta Anand Kishore, at a time when Kishan Singh had once gone 
to see Mehta along with the boy, very clearly portrays the feelings 
which were then nourished by the revolutionary-to-be. 

“What is your name?” asked the Mehta. 

“Bhagat Singh”, was the child’s reply. 

“What are you doing?” asked the Mehta again. 

“I am sowing rifles”, replied Bhagat Singh with confidence and 
pride. 

5 Interview by the writer with the mother of Shaheed Bhagat Singh dated 
December 23, 1966 at the village of Dyalpur, Kapurthala District 

6 Statement of the mother of Shaheed Bhagat Singh, the late Shrimat i 
Vidyawati dated December 23, 1966 
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“Rifles!**, exclaimed the Mehta in amazement. 

“Yes, rifles”, asserted Bhagat Singh. 

“Why so my boy?” asked the Mehta. 

“To make my country free”, answered Bhagat Singh. 

“What is your religion my boy ?” asked the Mehta. 

“Service of my nation (desh bhakti)”, was Bhagat Singh’s 
emphatic reply. 

Mehta Anand Kishore, being a staunch nationalist himself, 
appreciated the ideas and the courage of the child and patted him 
on the back. Addressing Bhagat’s father, he remarked, “Brother, 
you are the most fortunate man, for a great soul has been born 
in your house. I give my blessings that this child may earn name 
and fame in the world. May his name become immortal in the 
hisory of the nation !” 

Education 

Bhagat Singh joined the District Board Primary School in his 
village, Banga, in the year 1911-12. At school, he was a very lovable 
child, so lovable and sociable was he, that even children of the 
senior classes were very friendly and affectionate towards him. He 
was very quick in making friends. Being very popular in the school, 
his friends of the senior classes used to lift him on their shoulders 
and drop him at his place. 7 

Early in life, Bhagat Singh came into contact with well-known 
political leaders of India, such as Mehta Anand Kishore, Lala Pindi 
Dass, Sufi Amba Prashad and Lala Lajpat Rai. The Ghadr move¬ 
ment of 1914-15 launched,by the Punjab peasants, who had returned 
from the U.S A. and Canada, brought Bhagat Singh into touch 
with such Ghadr heroes as Kartar Singh Sarabha, Rash Behari Bose 
and others. They used to visit Kishan Singh at his place at Banga 
for consultation and financial assistance, and the child would hear 
their talks and plans. Of these Ghadr heroes, Kartar Singh Sarabha 
about whom the trial court in the First Lahore Conspiracy Case had 
remarked, “He is a young man, no doubt but he is certainly one of 

7 Interview by the writer with the mother of Bhagat Singh on December 
23, 1966 at the village of Dyalpur. 
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the worst of these conspirators and is a thoroughly callous scoundrel, 
proud of his exploits, to whom no mercy whatever can or should 
be shown” 8 , influenced Bhagat Singh the most. Kartar Singh 
Sarabha’s ascending the gallows as a result of the judgement in the 
Lahore Conspiracy Case I in 1916—a supreme sacrifice for India’s 
freedom by a lad of about 19 years—left yet another deep impre¬ 
ssion on Bhgat Singh’s mind. He was only nine years old, and that 
impression changed his way of thinking and outlook towards life. 

Sarabha’s Impact on Bhagat Singh 

The impact of Shaheed Kartar Singh Sarabha’s heroism and 
sacrifice on Bhagat Singh can also be judged from the fact, that 
when the latter was arrested, a photograph of Shaheed Kartar Singh 
was recovered from him. He always carried Sarabha’s picture in his 
pocket and derived great inspiration from it. Moreover, he used 
to show that photograph to his mother and say, “Dear mother, 
this is my hero, friend and companion.” While at home, Bhagat 
Singh used to sing the following couplet—favourite with Kartar 
Singh Sarabha : 

“Seva desh di Jindariye bari aukhi 
Gallan karnian dher sukhalian ne 
Jinhan desh seva wich pair paya 
Unhan lakh musibtan jhallian ne.”® 

(It is very easy talk, but to serve one’s motherland in the real sense, is 
extremely difficult, O my little soul. They who took upon themselves the task 
of serving their motherland had to undergo Jacs of life's pangs and agonies). 

Having passed the 5th class from his village school, Bhagat 
Singh joined the D.A.V. School, Lahore in the year 1916-17. 
While in school, besides subjects such as English and Urdu, Bhagat 
Singh studied Sanskrit. He was good at Sanskrit, as is evident 
from the following extract from the letter written by him to his 
grandfather : 

“Regarding the examination, I had fared as under: 

8 Lahore Conspiracy Case I Jugdement, dated the 13th September, 1915 
The individual case of Kartar Singh Sarabha, p. 7 

9 Quoted from poster “Message to Indian Youth”, issued by late Shri- 
mati Vidyawati, Mother of Bhagat Singh 
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Sanskrit : 100/150 (marks) 

English : 69/150 (marks) 

(Sd) 

Bhagat Singh” 10 

During this period, the Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy took place. 
Was it a tragedy ? No ? It was a call to the nation. Even the chimes 
of Big Ben in England could not have reverberated as powerfully 
as that national call which came forth as a result of this insult to 
the Indian nation. It stirred even the most callous mind with 
nationalist feelings and the fire of patriotism. How then could 
Bhagat Singh, who had in his veins the blood of patriots for three 
generations remain unmoved ? He left Lahore for Amritsar to revere 
those who laid down their lives for the country and pay his homage 
to the place where the martyrs had fallen. The earth where blood 
had been spilt had a religious sanctity for him. He visited the place, 
bowed down to it in reverence. There were tears in his eyes, but they 
were never shed. The red eat th echoed and re-echoed the need for 
sacrifice within the mind and soul of Bhagat Singh. He picked a 
handful of that red earth and vowed : “A Sacrifice.” He brought it 
and kept it in a bottle as the Hindus keep the water of the Ganges. 
He received great inspiration from the contents of the bottle which 
helped him, when in his thoughts, to purify his mind and soul and 
thus fortify his heart to make the “sacrifice” and thereby to avenge 
that national insult. 

The anti-Rowlatt Act agitation, the Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy 
and Khilafat question culminated in the genesis of the non¬ 
cooperation movement 11 in August 1920 led by Mahatma Gandhi. 
The programme of non-cooperation comprised the boycott of 
schools, colleges and the courts, the renunciation of titles and 

10 Letter from Bhagat Singh to Arjan Singh, his grandfather at Lahore, 
dated 22 July 1911 (at present in possession of Kultar Singh, younger brother 
of Bhagat Singh, Bhagat Niwas, Pardaman Nagar, Saharanpur). Marks for 
these subjects alone are available in the letter 

11 The policy of non-cooperation was decided at a Conference of 
the Congress held at Allahalbad on the 2nd of June, 1920, and the scheme was 
formally inaugurated on the 1st of August, 1920 
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posts under government, honorary posts and memberships of the 
councils, appointments in the police and military and non-payment 
of taxes. Consequent upon the launching of the non-cooperation 
movement, national schools and colleges were started at various 
places, such as Calcutta, Patna, Aligarh, Delhi, Lahore etc. Several 
national universities such as the National Muslim University of 
Aligarh, the Gujrat Vidyapith, The Bihar Vidyapith. The Kashi 
Vidyapith, The Bengal National University, The Tilak Maharashtra 
Vidyapith and the Punjab Qua mi Vidyapith, Lahore, came into being. 
In response to the appeal by leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Desh- 
bandhu, C.R. Das and others to the youth of the country to shun 
institutions run and aided by the government, thousands of students 
left their schools and colleges. Under that call, Bhagat Singh also 
left the D.A.V. School, Lahore, in 1921 when he was a student of 
the 9th class. He joined the National College, Lahore, started by 
Bhai Parmanand and Lala Lajpat Rai, and affiliated to the Quami 
Vidyapith, Lahore. Most of the students who joined that National 
College were those who took part in the non cooperation movement. 
Here, a doubt arises how Bhagat Singh could join the college, when 
he was a 9th class student only. According to the statement of 
Jai Dev Gupta, the students were given two months to prepare 
themselves and to appear for a test. Bhagat Singh and Jai Dev 
Gupta burnt midnight oil for two months and sat for the entrance 
test in the National College. In that test, they were successful, 
and they were admitted directly to the first-year class in the National 
College. 12 

While at the National College, Bhagat Singh came into contact 
with Bhagwati Charan, Sukhdev, Yash Pal, Ram Krishan 

12 Statement of Jai Dev Gupta, Prcm Niwas, Jawahar Quarters. Meerut, 
dated 8th April, 1967. Jai Dev Gupta was a class fellow of fihagat Singh in 
the D.A.V. School, Lahore. They left the D.A. V. School together and joined 
National College, Lahore. He had been an intimate friend of Bhagat 
Singh and was deputed by the latter on his arrest to look after his parents, 
brothers and sislcrs. That duty he performed duly. But he was not in the 
movement. He stayed at Lahore till 1936, when he shifted to Meerut. 
Also the statement of Kultar Singh Sandhu (Brother of Bhagat Singh) dated 
December 22, 1965, Bhagat Niwas, Pardaman Nagar, Saharanpur 
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and Tirath Ram. The first two stood by him throughout. 
In that college, in addition to the normal subjects, special lectures 
on patriotism, nationalism, etc. were delivered by national 
leaders, such as Bhai Parmanand, Lala Lajpat Rai and others. 
Those talks used to inspire the students to fight for India’s 
liberation. Professor Jai Chandra Vidyalankar, who used to teach 
History, was the teacher who inspired students the most. He was 
very much impressed by Bhagat Singh. He started giving him talks 
on the History of revolutions, and socialism, thus further adding 
to his revolutionary zeal. In short, the professor became, more or 
less, Bhagat Singh’s political guru. Vidyalankar had contacts with 
revolutionary groups in Uttar Pradesh, 

Bhagat Singh was a very serious and industrious student. 
History and Politics were his pet subjects. He used to hold free 
and frank discussions on these subjects with his fellow students 
and teachers. Simultaneously, his interest in national problems also 
grew and he was always in touch with the prevalent political situat¬ 
ion, as is evident from the following extract from his letter dated 
the 14th of November, 1911, addressed to his grandfather, 
Arjan Singh: 

‘These days, the railwaymen are planning to go on strike. 
Hope that it will start after the next week.” 13 

During his college life, besides his interest in studies and 
politics, he had a deep interest in extra curricular activities, such 
as the singing of patriotic songs, the staging of inspiring dramas, 
etc. He was an active member of the National Dramatic Club, 
Lahore. That Club once staged a drama. The Dawn of the Yug of 
Samrat Chandra Gupta Maury a. Bhagat Singh played the role of 
the hero, Shashi Gupta. The drama was a great success and Bhagat 
Singh’s role was commendable. The audience appreciated and 
admired his role very much. All his college teachers and students 
congratulated him on his success. Giving his blessings to Bhagat 
Singh, Bhai Parmanand remarked, “My Bhagat Singh will really 

13 Letter written by Bhagat Singh to his grandfather from Lahore Mandi, 
dated the 13th of November, 1921, at present in the possession of Kultar Singh 
Sandhu, younger brother of Bhagat Singh. 
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be the Shashi Gupta of the age in future.’* 0 

This National Club staged various other historical dramas 
such as Ram Partap, Mahabharat, etc., in each of which Bhagat 
Singh played the leading role. The aims of those dramas were to 
arouse national feelings and exhort the people to rise up against 
their alien masters. To contain the spread of nationalism the 
government banned that Club. 

Bhagat Singh passed the F.A. examination from the National 
College, Lahore, and was studying in the B.A. class when the inci¬ 
dent about his marriage took place. As a result, he had to leave 
his studies. A detailed account of that incident in his life is given in 
the succeeding paragraphs. It is commonly believed as well as men¬ 
tioned that Bhagat Singh was a B.A. (National), which is not correct. 
According to the statement of Jai Dev Gupta, Bhagat Singh’s class¬ 
mate and close friend, Bhagat Singh did not pass his B.A. and had 
to leave the National College in 1924 on account of his proposed 
marriage.* 

The Marriage Episode 

Bhagat Singh’s grandmother loved him very much. She wanted 
that Bhagat Singh should be married so that she could have a grand¬ 
daughter-in-law, particularly in view of the death of Bhagat Singh’s 
elder brother, Jagat Singh. Moreover, they thought that he should 
be matrimonially bound to avoid another ‘calamity’ in the family. 
Consequently, the question of Bhagat Singh’s engagement to the 
sister of Teja Singh Mann, of the village of Mannawala in the 
Sheikhupura District was decided by Kishan Singh to fulfil the 
desire of his mother. Bhagat Singh was a B.A. student at the time 
when he came to know of his proposed marriage. He is believed to 
have written to his father, as below : 

“Respected Father, 

This is not the time for marriage. The country is calling me. I 
have taken an oath to serve the nation bodily, mentally and mone¬ 
tarily (tan man te dhan ndl). Moreover, it is not a new thing for us. 
Our whole family is full of patriotism. After 2 or 3 years of my 

• Interview by the writer with Jai Dev Gupta, Prem Niwas, Jawahar 
Quarters, Meerut, on the 8th and 9th of April, 1967 
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birth in 1910, uncle Swarn Singh died in jail .Uncle Ajit Singh is 
living the life of an exile in foreign countries. You have also suffe¬ 
red a lot in jail. I am only following in your footprints and, thus, 
dare to do this. You will kindly not tie me down in matrimony, 
but give your blessings that I should be successful in my mission.” 

The contents of that letter shook the whole family. The grand¬ 
mother wanted that Bhagat Singh should be married at all costs. 
That wish of hers put Kishan Singh in a very awkward position. 
On the one side was the wish of his mother, and on the other, 
his -son’s determination to serve the nation. After a great deal of 
thought, Kishan Singh wrote to Bhagat Singh as follows ; 

“Dear Bhagat Singh. 

We have settled your marriage. We have seen the bride. We 
approve of her and her parents. I myself and yourself must honour 
the desire of your old grandmother. Therefore, it is my order that 
you should not create any difficulty in the celebration of the 
marriage and be prepared for it gladly.” 

Having seen that letter, Bhagat Singh was very much disapp¬ 
ointed. He pondered over that issue and came to the conclusion 
which he, thus, communicated to his father : 

“Respected Father, 

I am astonished to receive and read the contents of your letter. 
If you, who are a staunch patriot and brave personality, can be 
influenced by such trifles, then what will happen to an ordinary man? 

You are only caring for Dadi, (my grandmother), but in how 
much trouble is our mother of 33 crores. the Bharat Mata ? We 
will have to sacrifice everything for the sake of her troubles. 

I know that I shall be compelled to get myself married. There¬ 
fore 1 am leaving this place and going somewhere else.” 

Thus, Bhagat Singh decided finally rather took a vow, not to 
marry. Hence that proposed marriage brought an end to the for¬ 
mal education of Bhagat Singh. He left his studies and went to 
Kanpur early in 1924. Before parting with his friends, he said : 

“Friends, I tell you today that if my marriage takes place in 
the slave-India, my bride shall be only death. The Barat will take 
the form of a funeral procession and the Baraties will be the 
martyrs of the country.” 
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As mentioned in the previous chapter, Bhagat Singh left Lahore 
in early 1924 in order to avoid his marriage and reached Kanpur. 
Professor Jai Chand Vidyalankar had given him an introductory 
letter addressed to Ganesh Shanker Vidyarathi. On reaching Kanpur, 
he went straight to Vidyarathi 1 , who was a great patriot and was 
running a press, known as the Pratap Press. Bhagat Singh intro¬ 
duced himself to Vidyarathi and explained the object of his coming 
to Kanpur. Vidyarathi was very much impressed by his talk and 
love for the country and gave him the following advice before 
admitting him to his group. 

(a) “Look, youngman, to be a lover of freedom is like be¬ 
coming a panvana (moth) which loves a shama (a lighted candle). 
After entering the burning flame, the moth never returns to tell 
other moths that the flame is burning and that they should also 
join it to burn themselves.” 

Bhagat Singh replied, “I have come here having taken a vow 
to do and die for my country’s liberation.” 

(J b ) ‘For a soldier of the nation, it is necessary that he should 
be above all temptations, including the temptation for women.” 

Having listened to his advice. Bhagat Singh bowed down and 
touched the feet of Ganesh Shanker and is reported to have said 

1 Ganesh Shanker Vidyarathi was killed on the 24th of March, 1931, 
during the Hindu-Muslim riots at Kanpur, which had broken out on the 
occasion of the hartal, following the execution of Bhagat Singh and his 
comrades on 23rd March, 1931. When Vidyarathi sacrificed his life, he was 
trying to prevent violence and save his Muslim brethren. 
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that he would do his best to act upon what he (Ganesh Shanker) 
had told him. To be a soldier, he would take guidance from him 
and would gladly play with fire, bear cold or heat with a smiling 
face. 

On further advice from Vidyarathi, Bhagat Singh changed 
his name to Balwant. He was given a job in the Partap Press. In 
his spare time he used to study the history of revolutions, the 
history of independence movements in different countries and also 
books on socialism. Vidyarathi’s place was a centre of the revol¬ 
utionaries and political workers. So Bhagat Singh soon came in 
contact with other prominent revolutionaries, such as Batukeshwar 
Dutt, Chandrasekhar Azad, Jogesh Chandra Chattcrjee, Bejoy 
Kumar Sinha and others. Through those contacts, he joined the 
Hindustan Republican Association formed by the revolutionaries 
in Uttar Pradesh. The object of that Association was “to establish 
a Federated Republic of the United States of India by an organi¬ 
zed and armed revolution.” The rules of that Association had 
further laid down that “the final form of the constitution of the 
Republic shall be framed and declared by the representatives of the 
people at the time when they will be in a position to enforce their 
decisions.” 

“The basic principle of the Republic shall be universal suffrage 
and the abolition of all systems which make any kind of exploita¬ 
tion of man by man possible.” 2 

Bhagat Singh developed further contacts with young men from 
U.P. and the Punjab who had progressive views and believed in 
revolution and prevailed upon them to join the Hindustan Republi¬ 
can Association. To prepare the people for an armed revolution, 
Bhagat Singh wrote and distributed various leaflets based on revo¬ 
lutionary literature. Bhagat Singh selected melas (fairs) for the 
purpose, because the people, who were gay and without domestic 

2 Home Department (PoliticaO.Government of India File No. 375 (1925) 
papers regarding the Hindustan Republican Association (For further details 
with regard to the constitution of the Hindustan Republican Association, see 
Appendix ‘A) 



20 


SARDAR BHAGAT SINGH 


worries, could readily hear their views. Those were self- assembled 
congregations and saved him from the trouble of getting* people 
together. It was also psychologically advantageous, since the crowds 
were then more receptive because the long hand of the government 
was often missing. One instance which shows how courageously and 
fearlessly Bhagat Singh did his job can be quoted here. 

During the period of the Puia (Dussehra) Festival, Bhagat Singh 
and his five companions proceeded on the mission of distribution 
of revolutionary literature published in Hindi in the form of leaflets 
by the Pratap Press. They came to a mela at Pratapgarh. The people 
were clad in beautiful clothes and were singing various devotional 
and other songs, thereby, making the occasion gay and festive. At 
a place where there was a big crowd, Bhagat Singh and his com¬ 
panions started distributing leaflets bearing the title : 

Jago mere desk ke loko (Wake up my fellow-countrymen) 

The policemen in plain clothes also happened to be standing 
among the people. The moment they got the leaflets, they began 
assaulting the distributors and arrested two of them. Seeing that 
two of his comrades had been overpowered by the police, Bhagat 
Singh played a ruse and threw all the leaflets on one side stealthily. 
The crowd then rushed to that side. He then went to the policemen 
and pointed towards the rushing crowd saying that the Congressmen 
were distributing leaflets there. The policemen rushed to that side, 
leaving only two of them behind to look after the arrested two. The 
moment the policemen ran to that side and came under the cover of 
the thrilling crowd, Bhagat Singh and his comrades pounced upon 
the two policemen and rescued their two comrades. Then all of 
them ran away from the mela. The police and some members of 
the public chased them. Bhagat Singh fired two or three pistol shots 
into the air, which frightened them and they abandoned the chase. 

After a couple of months’ stay at Kanpur, Ganesh Shanker 

3 According to Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee, Former M.P, Bhagat Singh 
was appointed the Principal of a National School near Aligarh. (Interview by 
the writer with J. C. Chatterjee, former M,P, 166, South Avenue, New Delhi, 
on 14th April, 1967) 
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Vidyarathi got Bhagat Singh appointed Headmaster of the Natio¬ 
nal School near Kanpur. 3 He performed his duties so efficiently 
and diligently that others used to wonder at his ability in that field 
as well. All teachers and students were greatly influenced by his 
pleasing personality, his ability and his organising capacity. At 
Kanpur, Bhagat Singh also organized relief measures at the time of 
the floods 4 in the Ganges and Jamuna in October 1924. At Bhagat 
Singh’s home, everybody was worried about his welfare and where¬ 
abouts. His father, Kishan Singh, tried his best to find out the 
whereabouts of his son from the latter’s friends, but nobody was 
able to give anv clue. In the meantime, Bhagat Singh's grand¬ 
mother fell ill. The old lady expressed great desire to see Bhagat 
Singh. 

As luck would have it, Bhagat Singh happened to write a letter 
from Kanpur to his friend. Ram Chand of Jinraka (Montgomery). 
Jai Dev Gupta, somehow, came to know of that letter. 

Here, people hold different views about Bhagat Singh’s being 
sent for from Kanpur. Some say that a telegram was sent to Bhagat 
Singh, whereas others hold that a letter was sent. But the correct 
position is the one, narrated by Jai Dev Gupta. Gupta approached 
Ram Chand and prevailed upon him (Ram Chand) to accompany 
him to Kanpur. So, they both went there sometime in October 1924. 
There, they met Vidyarathi and explained to him the serious con¬ 
dition of Bhagat Singh’s grandmother and her desire to see her 
grandson. According to Jai Dev Gupta, Bhagat Singh hid himself 
and did not meet them. So they left a message with Vidyarathi to 
the effect that Bhagat Singh be informed about the illness of his 
grandmother and his parents’ assurance that he would not be 
married on his return home. Then they came back to Lahore. On 
his return to Lahore, Gupta requested Kishan Singh to write a 
letter to his friend, Maulana Hasrat Mohani, giving a categorical 
assurance in writing that Bhagat Singh would not be asked to go 

4 As a result of torrential rain from 26th to 29th September, the Ganges. 
Jamuna and Ramganga in Uttar Pradesh (then United Provinces) came down 
in high floods in October, 1924, causing widespread havoc. Those floods were 
of such magnitude that they beat all previous records. 
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in for marriage on his return. That thing was done and the letter 
written by his father was shown to Bhagat Singh. Mohani also 
prevailed uponVidyarathi to ask Bhagat Singh to return to Lahore. 
As a result of their efforts, and on the perusal of his father’s letter, 
Bhagat Singh returned in 1925. 

On return to Lahore, Bhagat Singh attended on his ailing 
grandmother day and night and she recovered soon. After recovery, 
Bhagat Singh did not return to Kanpur immediately. 

The Alkali Jatha Incident 

During that period, another event look place in Bhagat Singh’s 
life. In 1925 the Jaitu Morcha which had been launched to protest 
against the deposition of Maharaja Ripudaman Singh of Nabha 
because of his sympathy for and help to the Akali Movement, was 
in progress. On e Jatha was to procceed through his village, Banga. 
JathcdarKartar Singh and Jawalu Singh approached Kishan Singh at 
Lahore and requested him to arrange a reception for the Akali 
Jatha at their village Banga (Lyallpur District). Kishan Singh was to 
leave for Bombay in connection with his insurance business. So he 
detailed his son, Bhagat Singh, to arrange for the reception of the 
Jatha. Sardar Bahadur Dilbagh Singh, a cousin of Kishan Singh—a 
toady of the British—wanted that no reception should be given to the 
Jatha and opposed that move. 5 But young Bhagat Singh—a lad of 
firm determination—went to his village, collected all the people 
and lectured to them on the subject. They were so inspired by his 
talk that they all decided to join Bhagat Singh. Thus, with the help 
of his co-villagers, he arranged a reception for the Jatha and gave 
an at-home, which was a great success. Consequent upon his inte¬ 
rest in the Jatha warrants to arrest him were issued by the Govern¬ 
ment, but he escaped and came to Lahore. 

From Lahore he went to Delhi. So far as Kultar Singh re¬ 
collects, when Bhagat Singh came to Delhi, he was again given an 
introductory letter by Professor Jai Chand to his friend there. In 
Delhi, he worked in a daily, Vir Arjun t for about 5 to 6 months 

5 Statement of Kultar Singh Sandhu, dated the 22nd of December, 1966, 
to the writer. 
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under an assumed name, Balwant Singh, and when the Akali 
Movement was withdrawn, he returned to Lahore. 

On return to Lahore, he established contacts with the Kirti- 
Kisan Party founded by Sohan Singh Josh. Bhagat Singh regularly 
contributed articles to the Kirti. At the same time, he remained in 
touch with the U.P. revolutionaries and the Hindustan Republican 
Association. It is evident from the fact that after the Kakori 
dacoity 8 , committed in August 1925, by the members of the 
Hindustan Republican Association for the collection of funds for 
the party, some revolutionaries had been arrested. A scheme 
was prepared to get the arrested comrades released from the jail. 
In November 1925, Bhagat Singh went to Kanpur to take part in 
that scheme which, however, could not materialize due to leakage 
of informaltion. Similarly, another attempt was made sometime 
in January/February 1926, in which, too, Bhagat Singh was a 
party. The second scheme 6 7 also misfired 

At Lahore, Bhagat Singh collected his friends and others, 
having identical political views, and discussed the starting of an 
organization to proceed with their mission. After deep deliberations, 
it was decided that the organization be started. In pursuance of 
that decision in March 1926. they founded an association known 
as Naujawan Bharat Sahha with Ram Krishan, B A. (National), 
as its President, and Bhagat Singh as its Secretary Bhagat Singh 
was the ical founder of that Sabha. The Government report also 

6 The Kakori dacoity took place, when the members of the Hindustan 
Republican Association looted a government treasury by stopping the 8 Down 
train coming from Hardoi and going to Lucknow, on the 9th of August, 1925 
at a distance of one mile from Kakori railway station. The safe containing 
government cash was broken and a sum of Rs. 4679, 1 anna and 6 pies was 
taken away by the revolutionaries. Some of them were arrested after a chase 
by the police. 

7 Statement of Shiv Varma. dated 14th April, 1967. (Shiv Varma wsa 
also a party to the scheme to release the Kakori Dacoity Case prisoners. 
Bhagat Singh stayed with him in his room in the D.A.V. College Hostel 
[Red Bungalow]. Later, Shiv Varma was convicted in the Lahore Conspi¬ 
racy Case (1929) alongwith Bhagat Singh and sentenced to transporation 
for life. 
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supports this view as it reads, “The Sabha owes its inception and 
existence to Bhagat Singh.” 8 9 To start with, the programme of 
the Sabha comprised debates on moral literary and social subjects, 
the popularization of Swadeshi goods, the inculcation of a sense of 
brotherhood, plain living, physical fitness and the stimulation 
of interests in Indian languages and civilization.® Before enrolment 
each member was made to sign a pledge that he would place the 
interests of his country above those of his community, which 
shows that the Sabha was secular in character. 

Soon, that Sabha adopted political aims, and the “social 
objects” became only a “cloak for the dissemination of revolution¬ 
ary ideas.” The political aims adopted by the Sabha were : 

{a) “to establish a completely independent Republic of the 
labourers and peasants of the whole of India ; 

( b ) to infuse a spirit of patriotism into the hearts of the 
youth of the country in order to establish a united Indian Nation; 

(c) to express sypmpathy with and to assist the economic, 
industrial and social movements, which, being free from communal 
sentiments, are intended to take us nearer to our ideal, namely, the 
establishment of a completely independent Republic of labourers 
and peasants ; 

(d) to organise the labourers and peasants.” 10 

From these aims and objects of the Sabha , it is evident that 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades based their new organization 11 on 

8 Home Department (Political), 1930, Government of India, File No. 
130, p. 5 

9 Ibid. p. 36 

10 Home Department (Political), Government of India 1930, File No. 
130, and K.W. p. 1 

It The Sabha had its branches at Lahore, Amritsar, Jullundur, Ludhiana, 
Montgomery, Morinda, Multan, Talcgang (District Attock), Sargodha and 
Sialkot. After sometime, its branches were opened at Karachi and Peshawar 
as well. Under the guidance and leadership of Bhagat Singh, the Association 
made speedy progress. The other prominent leaders of the Sabha were Bhag- 
wati Charan, Kedar Nath Sehgal, M-A. Majid, Sardul Singh Kavisher and 
Dr. Satyapal. 

Contcl. on page 25] 
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socialistic lines. They were inspired in those aims and objects by 
the Great Russian Revolution of 1917, which Bhagat Singh had 
studied deeply during his college days. Tested members from the 
Sabha were further taken into the Hindustan Republican Asso¬ 
ciation, later redesignated the Hindustan Socialist Republican 
Association. 

In June 1928, during the ‘Students Week’, Bhagat Singh 
organised the Lahore Students Union which soon became an 
auxiliary of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha. In this connection, the 
government report says, “The Lahore Students Union was orga¬ 
nized only as an appanage to the Naujawan Bharat Sabha or as a 
recruiting ground for revolutionary work and from the very begin¬ 
ning the secret section of the Union kept working to achieve that 
object.” 12 

Under the leadership of Bhagat Singh, the Naujawan Bharat 
Sabha celebrated the “Martyrs’ Day” in Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore 
in the memory of revolutionaries, such as Ram Prashad Bismal, 
Ashfak Ullah Khan and two others who were hanged in connection 
with the Kakori Dacoity Case. Bhagat Singh narrated the touch¬ 
ing story of Bismal, the leader of the revolutionary party with 
magic lantern slides. The photographs of other revolutionaries, 
such as Shaheed Kartar Singh Sarabha were also exhibited with 
projected slides, and their heroic deeds and sacrifices for the nation 
were narrated and explained to the audience. In the end, Bhagat 
Singh called upon the people to prepare themselves for the ensuing 


Contd. from page 24] 

The Sabha had also links with the Kirti Kisan Party and the Hindustan 
Republican Association. It published the following literature in the form of 
pamphlets. 

(o) The Wealth of Nations : Hardyal 

(b) India and the Next War : Anges Smcdley 

(c) Bharat Mata Ka Darshan : Chhabil Das 

(d) Nau Jaw anon Se Do Do Baten 

The Sabha was declared unlawful on 3rd May, 1930, under the Seditious 
Meetings Act 

12 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1930 File No. 130 
and K. W. p. 6 
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struggle. 

The government agencies were watching all the activities of 
the Sabha and of its leader Bhagat Singh and were in search of 
an excuse to arrest him. The government had an excuse from 
the Dussehra Bomb incident. During the Dussehra festival cele¬ 
brations held at Lahore in October 1927, some miscreants had 
thrown a bomb amidst a crowd of spectators returning to the city 
after the conclusion of the celebrations. Twelve innocent people 
had been killed and fifty-six had been wounded. The real culprits 
had escaped. The government and its agents interpreted that 
incident as a work of the revolutionaries. Under that pretext, they 
arrested Bhagat Singh. He was kept for about a month in the 
Lahore Fort without trial and was then shifted to the Borstal Jail. 
The police did its best to concoct a story and adduce false evidence 
against Bhagat Singh, but to no purpose. On pressure from the 
public and his parents, Bhagat Singh, was released on a bail of 
Rs. 60,000. That was a strange situation. The government 
neither tried Bhagat Singh nor cancelled his bail. Therefore, Bhagat 
Singh pressed his sureties to take up the matter with the govern¬ 
ment, asking either to try him or cancel his bail. As a result, 
the bail was cancelled sometime in 1928, giving Bhagat Singh 
a chance to move about freely, though even during the period of 
his bail, he did manage to go out and attend party meetings 
occasionally. 

At about the same period, some Englishmen came to the 
farm of Kishan Singh on a hunt. They told him that his son had 
drawn the attention of the government, being a nephew ofAjit 
Singh and as a result of his activities at Lahore. As a safeguard 
against government's vigil, Kishan Singh thought that Bhagat Singh 
should be put into some business. After some thought, he decided 
to open a dairy farm for him, bought some buffaloes and started 
the work. Bhagat Singh worked at the farm for a couple of months. 
But that work did not suit the nature of this revolutionary and 
he showed great indifference towards it. Kishan Singh seeing the 
attitude of his son had to close down the dairy. 
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Vitalization of the Hindustan Republican Association 
Kotla Feroze Shah Meeting 

Sometime in July 1928, the prominent revolutionaries of 
different provinces decided that their party should be reorganised 
and strengthened. With that object in view, a conference was 
called to meet sometime in September. In pursuance of that 
decision, a meeting 13 was held in September 1928 at Kotla Feroze 
Shah, Delhi. Representatives from revolutionary groups in U.P., 
Punjab, Rajputana, Bihar and Bengal attended. Prominent 
among them were Bhagat Singh. Sukhdev, Bejoy Kumar Sinha, 
Braham Dutt, Surrender Pandey, Jatinder Nath Dass, Yashpal, 
Chander Shekhar Azad, Mahabir Singh, Bhagwati Charan, Raj 
Guru, Sardul Singh and Sohan Singh Josh. In all, sixty revolu¬ 
tionaries including five women were present. Bhagat Singh was 
the Secretary of that conference. The conference proceedings 
started at night. Bhagat Singh read the report of the Association 
and said, “Comrades, it was decided in the previous meeting to 
increase the membership. The workers have done their best in 
this field. The party has now funds and the membership has gone 
over a thousand. Everywhere, young men are with us. This 
evening, we have assembled here to chalk out the new programme 
of the party.” 

After Bhagat Singh, Chandra Sekhar Azad spoke. Addressing 
the gathering, he said, “The political situation in the country has 
changed. The whole country is restless. Now we will have to do 
something. The Congress policy cannot bring freedom to the 
country. Every day they make pacts. Young men should gird 
up their loins. I suggest that now this Association should be 
organized on military lines.” 

In order to remove the doubts about the shape of things to 
come and to indicate the type of the rule in India after the revo¬ 
lution, it was decided that the Association should be modelled on 
socialistic principles. Therefore, as proposed by Bhagat Singh, the 

13 According to the police report, this meeting was held at Kotla Feroze 
Shah on 8th August, 1923 (Home Department file No 192 of 1929, p. 54 
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word socialist was added to the nomenclature of the Association. 
Consequently, the erstwhile Hindustan Republican Association was 
given the name of Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. 
The newly named Association had the formation of a socialist 
republican state as the goal of the new movement. Those revolu¬ 
tionaries, thus moved a step further towards Marxism, though they 
had yet to comprehend the full implications of Marxism and 
Leninism as a weapon in the anti-imperialist struggle in India, 
as endorsed by Ajoy Ghosh, who then belonged to the U.P. group 
of the revolutionaries. Commenting on their understanding in 
those days of the nature of the struggle, he said, “As for the most 
important question, it was the question in what manner the fight 
for freedom and socialism was to be waged. Armed action by 
individuals and groups was, however, to remain our main task. 
Nothing else, we held, could smash constitutional illusions, nothing 
else could free the country from the grip in which fear held it. 
When the stagnant calm was broken by a series of hammer blows 
delivered by us at selected points and on suitable occasions against 
the most-hated officials of the Government, and mass movement 
unleashed, we would link ourselves with that movement, act as its 
armed detachment and give it social direction.” 14 

Under the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association a new 
cell, known as the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army, was 
created and Chandra Sekhar Azad was appointed its Commander- 
in-Chief. An all-India Central Working Committee, comprising 
Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Bejoy Kumar Sinha, Sharma, Jitendra 
Nath Ghosh, Kundan Lai and Chandra Sekhar Azad, was also 
constituted. Another committee known as the Inter-Provincial-Co¬ 
ordinating Committee, was also formed with Bhagat Singh and 
Bejoy Kumar Sinha, as its members. 

To strengthen the party further, the members of the Associ¬ 
ation were divided into two categories, the first to be known as 
workers, and the second as sympathizers or helpers. The workers 


14 Ghosh, Ajoy : Bhagat Singh and His Comrades , p. 4 
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were responsible for the use of force in collecting money and for 
the recruitment of persons to the party. The sympathizers or help¬ 
ers were to help the party with money, make arrangements for the 
stay of the workers and arrange publicity. The following decisions 
were also arrived at, at that conference. 

(a) “To take active part in the boycott of the Simon 
Commission and to throw a bomb on the train carrying it, 

0 b ) to open bomb factories at Calcutta, Saharanpur, Agra and 
Lahore, 

(c) to arrange a good instructor for giving training to its 
members in making bombs, 

(d) to murder the informers in the Kakori Dacoity Case and 
to free Jogesh Chandra Chatterjee from jail, and 

( e ) to intensify the commission of dacoities for raising funds, 
but as far as possible, to loot government treasures rather than 
individuals.” 15 

After that meeting, the party’s headquarters were shifted to 
Agra from Jhansi where they had been located after the Kakori 
case. 

On the conclusion of that conference, Bhagat Singh and his 
companions left for the Punjab Via Bhatinda. The police in plain 
clothes had begun a hot chase and were searching for the revolu¬ 
tionaries at various bus and tonga stands, railway stations etc. But 
Bhagat Singh was too clever for them. The way he dodged the 
police speaks of his rare qualities of bravery, intelligence and the 
calmness of mind. The story goes that at Delhi, he put on the 
dress of a Punjab Police constable and with one comrade ahead 
and one behind he moved to the railway station posing that he 

15 The other decision arrived at, as per the statement of Shiv Varma, who 
was present at that meeting, were the.introduction of the principle of election, 
the replacement of one-man leadership by collective leadership, the adoption 
of those actions which could establish mass contacts and that each action 
should be followed by a declaration. 

(Interview by the writer with Shiv Varma at the National Archives, New 
Delhi, on the 14th of April, 1967) 
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was escorting those two. He boarded the first available train for 
Bhatinda. There were about 10 minutes for the train to leave, when 


one police official— 

-a Sub-Inspector, perhaps came and asked : 

Sub-Inspector 

: Where are you going ? 

Bhagat Singh 

: To Ferozepur. 

Sub-Inspector 

: Thana (Police Station)? 

Bhagat Singh 

Nihal Singh Wala. 

Sub-Inspector 

Belt No ? 

Bhagat Singh 

See, 234050. 

Sub-Inspector 

Railway Pass ? 

Bhagat Singh 

My companion has gone to change it. 

Sub-Inspector 

Name ? 

Bhagat Singh 

Kartar Singh. 

Sub-Inspector 

For what duty did you come ? 

Bhagat Singh 

Brought prisoners. 


The police officer got suspicious, but he did not dare to touch 
him. He left the platform presumably to check with the booking- 
office, whether any police pass had been exchanged. The moment 
he left, Bhagat Singh went into another compartment, entered the 
lavatory and changed into a Sadhu, adding a til (mole) on one of 
his cheeks. He sat in the compartment with the Gita in his hands. 
He kept the packet containing the police uniform in another com¬ 
partment. In the meantime, the train steamed off. When the train 
reached and stopped at the next railway station, that police officer 
came with some constables and searched all the compartments 
frantically but could not trace the constable Kartar Singh (Bhagat 
Singh) and went away disappointed. His tenacity of purpose and 
selfless devotion to duty without any ulterior motive had enabled 
him to face any situation boldly and without any inner tension. 
Those qualities got him through that difficult situation, as identi¬ 
fication would have meant a noose round his neck. Fortune favours 
those who dare and Bhagat Singh’s daring brought him to Bhatinda 
safe and sound to serve his nation. 
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DEATH OF LAJPAT RAI AND THE 
VINDICATION OF NATIONAL HONOUR 


The reforms of 1919 had provided for the appointment of a 
Commission of Inquiry after a lapse of 10 years to decide about 
the grant of the next instalment of reforms, but the existing circum¬ 
stances in India and Britain necessitated an early appointment of 
the Commission. Consequently, in 1927, a Commission, consisting 
of 7 members (all Englishmen) and headed by Sir John Simon, was 
appointed. It landed in Bombay in February 1928. The Indian 
National Congress at its Calcutta Session in 1928 had resolved 
“that the only self-respecting course for India to adopt is to boy¬ 
cott the Commission at every stage and in every form.” 1 This 
Commission was resented, as it was packed with Britons and no 
Indian was on it, whereas the matter entrusted to it was Indian. It 
was rightly feared by all that the Commission would prove to be 
an apple of discord and would dissipate the national fervour and 
was, therefore, unanimously boycotted by all the parties including 
the Muslim League. 

The Hindustan Socialist Republican Association, as mentioned 
earlier, had directed its members at the Kotla Feroze Shah meet¬ 
ing to participate actively in the move to boycott the Simon Comm¬ 
ission. In accordance with that decision, Bhagat Singh held a 
meeting of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha in October 1928 and 
prepared the workers of the Sabha for a demonstration against the 

1 Silaramayya Pattabhi. The History or the Indian National Congress, 
Vol. I, Bombay, 1946. p. 318 
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“John Bulls” on their arrival at Lahore. The Commission, arrived 
there on the 30th of October, 1928. An all-parties procession, 
headed by Lala Lajpat Rai, marched towards the Railway Station, 
Lahore, to demonstrate their protest against the arrival of the 
Commission. Bhagat Singh and his co-workers were in the forefront 
of the huge procession. The processionists carried black flags and 
shouted slogans “Simon Commission go back”, “Inquilab Zinda- 
bad.” Full of love for the nation, the people moved on singing 
songs like the one given below : 

‘Hindustani hain ham , Hindustan hamara 

Mur Jao Simon jahan keh hai tumhard ’ 

(We are Indians and India is ours 

Go back to the country that is yours) 

The Government was bent upon resisting such protests and 
allowed the police to deal with the crowds in an effective manner. 
The police, as usual warned the procession to disperse, but it stood 
there, although not indulging in any violence. Despite non-violence 
on the part of the processionists, the police indulged in a lathi 
charge and weilded their batons and lathis with utter brutality. 
Lala Lajpat Rai, who led the procession and had earlier refused 
to take it back, was standing calm and collected ahead of all the 
demonstrators, when Mr. Scott, Superintendent of Police, himself 
took the lathi and started beating Lala Lajpat Rai mercilessly. Lala 
jee received the lathi blows on his head. Many other people were 
also wounded. Bhagat Singh, who was in the front, saw all that 
happened. He was red with anger and wanted to react, but, as 
the instructions were to remain non-violent, he controlled himself 
and looked after the wounded. Lala Lajpat Rai was removed to 
the hospital where he breathed his last on the 17th of November 
1928, as a result of “his intense grief combined with physical 
injury.” The Government disowned any responsibility for the 
death of Lala jee. In reply to a question by Colonel Wedgwood 
in the House of Commons, the Under-Secretary of State for India, 
Earl Winterton, said, “No evidence had been produced to show 
that the death of Lala Lajpat Rai was due to blows received on 
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that occasion.” 2 

Lajpat Rai’s death, and the brutality showered on peaceful 
demonstrators throughout India, infuriated the whole nation, more 
particularly the younger element in the country. To Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades, all that happened was a national insult not to go 
unavenged. They adopted the slogan “Blood for blood”. “The 
revenge for the murder of one Punjabi leader will be taken by killing 
ten Englishmen.” 3 The public demanded an impartial judicial 
inquiry into the death of Lala Lajpat Rai. It was not acceded to by 
the Government, which did not even tender any apology to Lala 
jee’s relations. In that connection the Under Secretary of State for 
India stated on the floor of the Commons, “No government, when 
it has been found necessary to use force to restrain crowds, is 
justified in making apologies to particular individuals or to any 
relations of any particular individual.” 4 This type of indifference 
and irresponsibe attitude of the Government further added to the 
annoyance of the young workers of the Hindustan Socialist Repub¬ 
lican Association. In other words, it added fuel to the fire. 

To avenge Lala jee’s death, the workers of the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Army held a meeting at Lahore on the night 
of the 10th of December, 1928, and chalked out a programme of 
action. Those who attended the meeting were Bhagat Singh, 
Mahavir Singh, Chandra Sekhar Azad, Rajguru, Sukhdev, Jai 
Gopal, Kishori Lai and Durga Devi. Explaining the general situ¬ 
ation^ the country, Bhagat Singh pointed out, “There is tension in 
the whole country. The Bengal party has done a good job. They 
have finished some officials. The Englishmen are terror-stricken 
and are sending their families to England. After some days, they 
will realize that India will not remain with them. Lala jee's martyr¬ 
dom has shaken the hearts of Congressmen, too. Pandit Jawahar 

2 Parliamentary Debates, House of Commons , Volume 223, No 15, 
Monday, the 26th of November, 1928, p. 6 

3 Actually, two inquiries were held, one departmental enquiry and the 
second by the Commissioner of the Rawalpindi Division 

4 Parliamentary Debates , House of Commons , Volume 223, No 15, 
Monday, the 26th of November, 1928 p. 7 
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Lai Nehru is preparing for some concrete steps to be adopted at 
the next Congress session. But I have doubts whether they would 
do anything. Otherwise, the blood of the young men is burning.” 

Addressing the meeting, Azad, who was presiding, said, “Com¬ 
rades, we are fighting a war of independence against British imp¬ 
erialism. The army of the enemy, its weapons and other war 
materials are unlimited. But opposed to this we have only the spirit 
of sacrifice and public opinion.” 

Endorsing the view of Azad, Bhagat Singh remarked, “Not 
only one Scott, we have to murder other Englishmen also. The 
Governor, too, shall not be left alive. To avenge the murder of one 
Hindustani, ten Englishmen would be put to death, then the enemy 
will come to its senses.” 

On Bhabi's 6 proposal to select the person who would kill Scott, 
Bhagat Singh was the first to volunteer, saying that “he should die 
from my hand.” Rajguru, Sukhdev, Jai Gopal and Bhabi also follo¬ 
wed suit. Then Chandra Sekhar Azad ruled that ladies should not 
be given that task. Their help will be required afterwards in helping 
the revolutionaries to escape from Lahore. Finally Bhagat Singh, 
Rajguru, Sukhdev, Azad and Jai Gopal were detailed for the job. 
Jai Gopal was deputed to watch the movement of Scott for about 
a week with a view to know the timings of his arrival and depar¬ 
ture from the office and his route. With these decisions the meeting 
dispersed. 

On the 15th of December, 1928, at 2 p.m. another meeting 
was held. It was attended by Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, Azad, 
Sukhdev and Jai Gopal, who reported the timings of Scott. The 
following duties were also assigned. Jai Gopal was asked to watch 
and give a signal by waving a handkerchief as soon as Scott came 
out of his office. Bhagat Singh warned Jai Gopal to ensure that 
none else was killed, as the opportunity would not come again. 

Rajguru and Bhagat Singh were detailed to shoot Scott on 
the signal from Jai Gopal. Azad and Sukhdev were to cover their 

S Bhagwati Charan’s wife (Shrimati Durga Devi) who was affectionately 
called Bhabi by the young revolutionaries 
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movements after shooting, as they had mastered the military tac¬ 
tics, fire and movement, i.e. movement under the cover of fire to 
keep the enemy’s heads down. 

On the 17th of December, 1928, the day fixed for the shooting 
of Scott, they all reached the stipulated place. Azad and Bhagat 
Singh went on cycles and others on foot. The office of Scott was 
in the Punjab Civil Secretariat. Bhagat Singh and his comrades took 
up their positions in the vicinity of the Secretariat. After sometime, 
an Englishman came out of his office. Jai Gopal mistook him for 
Scott. Actually he was J.P. Saunders, 0 Assistant Superintendent of 
Police. The moment he started his motor cycle and rode out of 
the gate on the road at 4.20 p.m. Jai Gopal gave the awaited 
signal. Rajguru fired at Saunders, hitting him in the neck. He 
fell down. Bhagat Singh rushed to him and fired four or five more 
bullets at his head to complete the task. When Bhagat Singh was 
convinced that Saunders had been finished, they left him. A police 
Head Constable saw all that happened with his own eyes, but 
dared not intervene. When Bhagat Singh and Rajguru were flee¬ 
ing, he raised an alarm. 

Hearing his alarm, the Traffic Inspector also came, but he, 
too, wanted to delay the action, because they had no courage to 
chase the young revolutionaries. 

Bhagat Singh, Rajguru, Azad and Sukhdev ran through the 
Court Street and entered the D.A.V. College compound, according 
to the plan. Head Constable Chanan Singh tried to chase Bhagat 
Singh and Rajguru, with a view perhaps to earning some reward. 
Chandra Sekhar Azad, who was covering the movement of Bhagat 
Singh and Rajguru through the College compound, fired at Chanan 
Singh and killed him. The police party got busy in looking 
after the killed, presumably they wanted to avoid any further clash 
with the revolutionaries. Staying for some time in the D.A.V. 
College hostel, they slipped away from the back door of the hostel. 

6 The full name of Saunders was John Poyntz Saunders. He was Assis¬ 
tant Superintendent of police (still a Probationer). He had put in only I year, 8 
months and 8 days of service, when he was killed* He was only 21 years, 4 
months and 24 days old. 
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The Punjab Government informed the Home Deparmept, New 
Delhi, through a telegram received there on the 17th of December, 
1929 at 9.24 p.m. which reads as under : 

“Regret to report that Saunders, Assistant Superintendent, 
Police was shot down and killed this afternoon by two youth who 
escaped into the D.A.V. College and thence into the country on 
bicycles. Pursuit immediately organised. But no arrest yel made. 
Munshi who pursued also killed : Punjab.” 7 

A detailed report, giving the official version of the incident, 
was sent later by the Punjab Government, a copy of which is 
given in Appendix ‘B’ 

The following day, a red leaflet was circulated announcing 
that the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association had avenged 
the murder of Lala Lajpat Rai and washed away that stigma of 
national insult. 

The leaflet read : 

“The murder of a leader respected by millions of people at 
the un-worthy hands of an ordinary police official was an insult to 
the nation. It was the bounden duty of India to efface it. 

“Today the world has seen that the Indian people are ever 
watchful of the interests of their country and no cost is too great for 
them to defend its honour. We regret to have had to kill a person, 
but he was part and parcel of that inhuman and unjust order, which 
has to be destroyed. In him an agent of British rule has been done 
away with. Shedding of human blood grieves us but blood shed at 
the altar of revolution is unavoidable. Our objective is to work for 
a revolution which would end exploitation of man by man.” 8 

Saunders’ murder brought nationwide popularity to Bhagat 
Singh, because it was not merely an act of terrorism or violence. It 
was an act which vindicated the honour of Lala Lajpat Rai and 
through him of the nation. In this connection Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru writes in his Autobiography : “He (Bhagat Singh) became a 

7 Home Department (Political). 1930 Government of India File No. 4/7 

8 Quoted from Bhagat Singh by Gopal Thakur, Delhi (1962), p. 9 
and 10 
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symbol, the act (Saunders murder) was forgotten, the symbol 
remained, and within a few months each town and village of the 
Punjab, and to a lesser extent the rest of northern India resounded 
with his name. Innumerable songs grew up about him, and the 
popularity that the man achieved was something amazing.” 8 
Bhagat Singh’s Escape from Lahore 

Before leaving the D.A.V. College, they changed their guise in 
order to avoid arrest. Bhagat Singh got himself shaved, and borro¬ 
wed a good woollen suit and a hat from a friend. 

His friend who loaned him the suit asked him, 

‘'Where will you go ?” 

“To the house of Durga Devi”, was the reply of Bhagat Singh. 

“Then ?” 

“I shall discuss with her about leaving Lahore.” 

“Next ?” 

“Where I get away.” 

“Even then, some whereabouts ?” 

“Can’t say. Perhaps, may have to hide in some jungle or 

hillock.” 

“Money for expenses ?” 

“I have two hundred rupees with me.” 

“If you need more, have another hundred rupees from me. I 
shall get more from my place. You will need money outside.” 

“Well, give it.” 

Then his friend brought out one hundred rupees from his box 
and gave the amount to Bhagat Singh. Thanking him for all the 
help, he rendered, Bhagat Singh bade him good-bye. 

He rushed to Durga Devi’s (Bhabi’s) house. Her husband was 
out. Seeing him clean-shaven and in a lounge suit with hat on, Bhabi 
could not recognize him. To break the suspense, the new ‘Sahib’ 
told her that he was Bhagat. Then he informed her that two persons, 
one Britisher and one policeman had been killed. 

She asked, “Has the evil-doer Scott been killed ?” 

“One Britisher has been shot down. Don’t know who he was ?” 

9 Nehru, J.L. Autobiography, New Delhi (1962), p. 175 and 176. 
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Bhagat Singh replied. * 

He then requested her to get ready and accompany him with 
her child to the railway station for the purpose of helping him to 
leave Lahore. To this request of Bhagat Singh, she readily agreed 
and got ready in no time. The readers can well imagine her love 
for the nation, and her spirit of dedication . 10 They hired a tonga 
and reached the Lahore Railway Station. Rajguru also accompa¬ 
nied them posing as their family servant. Carrying her three-year- 
old son, Shachindra, in his lap, Bhagat Singh got. down from the 
tonga, bought first-class tickets and boarded the train. The platform 
was packed with policemen, but nobody suspected that ‘Sahib’. 
None dared to check or interrogate him. Here, it must be mentio¬ 
ned that Bhagat Singh’s balance of mind and spirit of bravery even 
in the face of grave dangers could not be paralleled. 

Bhagat Singh, Durga Devi and Rajguru boarded the train 
and escaped safely from Lahore, throwing dust into the eyes of all 
the Government officials. Halting for a couple of hours at Lucknow, 
Bhagat Singh reached Calcutta. Here, it may be mentioned in 
passing, that Chandra Sekhar Azad adopted a novel method 11 of 
escape from Lahore. He formed a group of pilgrims to Mathura. 
He himself put on the guise of a Pandit and posed as their leader, 
entrained with them from Lahore and nobody could doubt him 
and, thus, he also escaped undetected. 


10 The annals of Indian history are full of stories which portray the spirit 
of dedication and devotion of Indian womenfolk for the country. Maharani 
Laxmi Bai who fought the Britishers in the 1857 revolution is the most outstan¬ 
ding example. Her example was followed by many a brave woman during the 
Independence struggle, such as Sarojini Naidu, Vijay Laxmi Pandit, Aruna 
Asaf Ali Durga Devi and others. 

11 But according to Shiv Varma, this is not correct. As per his statement, 
Azad escaped from Lahore accompanied by Sukhdev’s mother, posing as a 
businessman Hingwalla (Interview by the writer with Shiv Varma, at the 
National Archives. New Delhi, on 14th April, 1967. 
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AFTER his dramatic escape from Lahore, Bhagat Singh 
eventually reached Calcutta. He was there during the Congress 
session. It is also confirmed by the Superintendent of Police, Delhi, 
in his report, dated April 19, 1929, where he says, “During the 
Congress week he (Bhagat Singh) was seen in Calcutta.” 5 There 
he met Phonindio Nath Ghosh and J.N. Das and sought their 
assistance in bomb-making and Das’s going to the North to train 
the members of the party in that work. The work was taken up in 
January at the house of Kanwal Nath Tewari at Calcutta, when the 
manufacture of ‘Gun-cotton for Use’ in bombs was started. In 
that work Bhagat Singh also assisted 1 2 . Having stayed in Calcutta 
for sometime, Bhagat Singh moved secretly in various revolutionary 
circles in Bengal and Uttar Pradesh. In January 1929, he was seen 
at Delhi with Sohan Singh Josh and in collaboration with the 
persons he had met in Calcutta, a bomb factory was set up at 
Agra, the headquarters of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Army. 
Representatives of the party cells in various provinces came there 
for training in the manufacture of bombs and the use of fire arms. 
After training for over a month, they dispersed to start bomb 
factories in their own provinces. In pursuance of that scheme, 
bomb-manufacturing cells were opened at Lahore and Saharanpur 

1 Home Department (Political) Government of India, (1929), File No. 
192, p. 14 (of file) 

2 Lahore Conspiracy Case Judgement dated the 7th of October, 1930. 
typed p. 108 
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by Sukhdev and Shiv Varma respectively. The bombs manufac¬ 
tured at the Agra headquarters, were tested in the jungles of Jhansi, 
where Bhagat Singh was also present. 

A meeting of the Central Working Committee of the Hindu¬ 
stan Socialist Republican Association was held in Hing Ki Mandi 
house at Agra. There, the implications of the Public Safety Bill 
and the Trade Disputes Bill were discussed. Expressing his views, 
Bhagat Singh said, “There is no place for justice in British imperia¬ 
lism. They want to crush, suppress, loot and kill the slaves, not 
even giving them a chance to sigh. More repressive laws will be 
framed, slaves will be shot at on raising a voice. See what happens.” 
On being asked by Tara Chand for a solution of that problem, 
Bhagat Singh replied, “Sacrifice.” Continuing further, he said, “The 
eyes of the British and Indian members of the Assembly will have 
to be opened.” 

“Hearing all that talk Chandra Sekhar Azad asked,“But how?” 

Bhagat Singh went on, “The day the Public Safety Bill is 
introduced—When votes will be taken on this Bill, at that time, 
bombs should be thrown in the Assembly. Along with that 
‘Inquilab Zindabad’ slogans be raised. The members should be 
told that those who pass such repressive measures must think 
twice and be wise enough not to enact such foolish laws. The young 
men of India are wide-awake and know how to deal with it. 
Revolution is coming. Tit for tat. There is no time for such 
vagrant laws-etc.” 

The proposal for throwing bombs in the Assembly Hall was 
discussed at length and accepted in principle. Towards the end, 
the following plan was finally adopted : Visitors’ passes were to 
be arranged and bombs thrown in the Assembly to express sharp 
and popular disapproval of the repressive measures, which aimed 
at tying down the working class movement. Care should be taken 
at the time of throwing bombs that no loss of human life takes 
place. Slogans like ‘Inquilab Zindabad’ should be raised and 
leaflets be thrown in the Assembly, explaining their object. Then 
the revolutionaries entrusted with the job should court arrest and 
later use the court as a forum to express their views, programme 
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and ideology to rouse public opinion for their plan of action. 
Suggestions to escape were not accepted, as Bhagat Singh advo¬ 
cated that their arrest and subsequent trial would act as a daily 
reminder to the youth of the objectives they had before them. 
That point was brought home well by Bhagat Singh and to execute 
the plan, Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt were selected. 3 And by 
God, what a pair and what a job! (How beautifully it was executed 
is a well-known secret now). 

During the months of March and April 1929, before throwing 
the bombs, Bhagat Singh journeyed many a time between Agra and 
Delhi, and staying awhile at Delhi, mostly in Bazaar Sitaram, 15 
Roshanara Mansion and also at Banta Ashram in Kucha Ghasi 
Ram. 4 

Before 8th April, the day fixed for the throwing of bombs, 
Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt got themselves photographed by 
Ram Nath of Kashmiri Gate, Delhi. That photograph appeared 
in the Bande Mairam,L ahore, The Hindustan Times and the Pioneer 
in their issues, dated 12th, 18th and the 20th April respectively 5 . 
When all the arrangements were settled, visitors’ passes were 

3 According to Mr. Shiv Varma, who was also present at the meeting 
when that decision was taken, Bhagat Singh insisted that he be given that task. 
But Azad and others were opposed to the proposal on the ground that Bhagat 
Singh had already taken part in one ‘action’ (Saunders murder) and his arrest 
in that case would ultimately result in a death sentence on him. On further 
consideration, it was icsolved by the Central Committee that Bhagat Singh was 
the only person fit for the task and to use the court as a forum to publicise 
their programme during the trial. Though Azad was opposed to that resolution 
he had to submit to the decision of the Central Committee of the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association 

4. Home Department, Government of India (1929), file No. 192 p. 48 
b and c 

5 The photographs appeared in the Bande Matram under the caption 
‘Live and Constitutional Bombs in Assembly’. The latest photo of Sardar 
Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt, who threw bombs' in the Assembly 
Chamber on the 8th of April, 1929, shows them after having surrendered them¬ 
selves to the police- They explain their motives by saying that it needs a loud 
voice to make the deaf hear. 
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arranged through the Indian members of the Assembly. Two days 6 7 
before the occurrence, Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt went to the 
Assembly to make an appraisal of their plan and to acquaint them¬ 
selves with the seating arrangement. That visit of theirs has been 
confirmed by the Superintendent of Police, Delhi, in his report: 
“They (Bhagat and Dutt) were in Delhi, two days before, and 
both the accused somehow managed entrance in the Assembly on 
the 6th of April to make a preliminary reconnaissance.” 

On the 8th of April, 1929, the Viceroy’s proclamation, enacting 
the two Bills, was to be made, despite the fact that the majority of 
members were opposed to it, and had rather rejected it earlier. 
There was a great rush of visitors as well as of press representa¬ 
tives that day to watch and hear the reaction of the members. 
Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt also stood in the queue of visitors 
and, in turn, entered the gate leading to the chamber. They were 
dressed in Khaki shirts, and Khaki shorts with coats of different 
colours. According to the statement of Sergeant Terry who arrested 
them, both were wearing Khaki shirts and shorts, but Bhagat Singh 
was wearing a bluish coat and Du’t a light-blue one. He did not 
notice anything on their heads. But other witnesses stated that 
Bhagat Singh was wearing a felt hat 8 . Their visitor’s passes, it is 
learnt, were recommended by the nominated Indian member with 
the result that the checking official could not detect or suspect 
them. They took their seats in the public gallery which soon 
became full to capacity. On the resumption of the consideration 
of the Bill some members supported it and said that its passing 
was essential because the uneducated young men of India being 
misled by Russians were becoming communists and were planning 
to rise in revolt against the British...etc. Bhagat Singh and Dutt 
smiled on their “Serve the Master” attitude. As soon as the decision 

6 According to the statement of Mr. Shiv Varma, Jai Dev Kapur 
went to the Assembly Chamber regularly for 15 days to rehearse the plan 
before the visit of Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt (Interview by the writer with 
Shiv Varma on April 14th, 1967) 

7 Home Department, Government of India (1929), File No. 192 p. 15 

8 Assembly BombCase Judgement,dated the 12th of June 1929 typed p.35 
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on the Bill was announced and the Presiding Officer was about to 
give his ruling, Bhagat Singh stood up and threw a bomb 9 behind 
the one Member’s bench to avoid injuries to the President of the 
Assembly—Vithalbhai Patel—and to Pandit Motilal Nehru, who 
were seated close by. The members and the visitors had hardly 
recovered from shock of the deafening sound of the bomb, when 
Bhagat Singh threw the second bomb. It is commonly said that 
it was B.K. Dutt who threw the second bomb, but that statement 
is incorrect. In this connection, Asaf Ali who was present in the 
Assembly on the day of occurrence, and a legal counsel for B.K. 
Dutt in the Assembly Bomb Case states, ‘‘Very few people, indeed, 
know that B.K. Dutt never threw a bomb but when it came to 
making a statement he (Dutt) insisted on confessing that he had 
thrown one of the two bombs.” 10 The reason for that confession 
on the part of Dutt can be seen from the following reply given by 
him to Asaf Ali. 

“Bhagat Singh and I have been together for a long time now 
and I am sure he is going to be sentenced to a long term of 
imprisonment in spite of your defence. Supposing they let me off, 
what shall I do without him ? I must keep his company.” 11 One 
of the assessors on the trial court of Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt, 
too, held the opinion 12 that both the bombs were thrown by 
Bhagat Singh. 

Imagine the sense of loyalty and comradeship in B.K. Dutt. 
He made that confession with a view to standing by his comrade 
through thick and thin. What a selfless spirit ! 

The entire hall was full of smoke. The members and press 
representatives started running. The President left his chair and 
rushed to his room. 

9 This bomb fell on the floor of the house in the narrow gangway in 
the neighbourhood of seats numbers 4—B, 5, 33 and 34 

10 The Common Weal, Poona, Dated the 23rd March, 1949 Martyrs 
Number, article by the Late Asaf Ali, Governor of Orissa 

11 Ibid 

12 Shiv Varma also states that both the bombs were thrown by Bhagat 
Singh (Interview by writer with Shiv Varma on April 14, 1967 at New Delhi) 
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While the assembly chamber was full of fumes, Bhdfcat Singh 
and Dutt burst into revolutionary slogans, “Inquilab Zindabad 13 , 
Down with British Imperialism.” About the time the bombs were 
thrown, B. K. Dutt and Bhogat Singh threw the leaflets in the 
Assembly Chamber, with a view to acquainting the members and 
the public with their object and mission. As it was not in the 
interest of the British to make that leaflet a public property they 
immediately proscribed it. But an enterprising reporter of The 
Hindustan Times , however, got hold of a copy immediately after the 
explosion and published a special edition of the paper that very 
afternoon to make its contents public. 

The leaflet 14 read : 

“It takes a loud voice to make the deaf hear, with these imm¬ 
ortal words uttered on a similar occasion by Valliant, a French 
anarchist martyr, do we strongly justify this action of ours.” 

‘‘Without repeating the humiliating history of the past ten years 
of the working of the reforms (Montague-Chelmsford Reforms) 
and without mentioning the insults hurled at the Indian nation 
through this House—the so-called Indian Parliament—we want to 
point out that, while the people are expecting some more crumbs 
of refornfis from the Simon Commission, and are ever quarrelling 
over the distribution of the expected bones, the Government is thru¬ 
sting upon us new repressive measures like the Public Safety 
and the Trade Disputes Bill, while reserving the Press Sedition 
Bill for the next session. The indiscriminate arrests of labour 
leaders working in the open field deary indicate whither the wind 
blows.” 

“In these extremely provocative circumstances, the Hindus¬ 
tan Socialist Republican Association, in all seriousness, realizing 
their full responsibility, had decided and ordered its army to do 

13 This slogan “Inquilab Zindabad’’ was raised in India for the first 
time by Bhagat Singh. After that ail progressive and leftist parties adopted that 
slogan. Later Neta jee Subhash Chandra Bose also adopted that slogan for the 
I.N.A. Movement 

14 The original leaflet is of a pink colour bearing heading “The Hindu¬ 
stan Socialist Republican Army”—-Notice is printed, but its text is typed 
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this particular action, so that a stop be put to this humiliating 
farce and to let the alien bureaucratic exploiters do what they wish, 
but they must be made to come before the public eye in their 
naked form. 

“Let the representatives of the people return to their constit¬ 
uencies and prepare the masses for the coming revolution, and 
let the Government know that while protesting against the Public 
Safety and Trade Disputes Bills and the callous murder of Lala 
Lajpat Rai, on behalf of the helpless Indian masses, we want to 
emphasize the lesson often repeated by history, that it is easy to kill 
individuals but you cannot kill the ideas. Great empires crumbled 
while the ideas survived. Bourbons and Czars fell. 

“We are sorry to admit that we who attach so great a sanctity 
to human life, we who dream of a glorious future, when man will 
be enjoying perfect peace and full liberty, have been forced to shed 
human blood. But the sacrifice of individuals at the altar of the 
‘Great Revolution’ that will bring freedom to all, rendering the 
exploitation of man by man impossible, is inevitable.” 

“Long Live the Revolution.” 1 * 

Sd/- 

Balraj 16 

Commander-in-Chief 

“Bhagat Singh and Dutt could have easily escaped from that 
place when it was full of fumes and chaos prevailed, but it was 
not a part of their plan. So they stood at their places and conti¬ 
nued shouting slogans. The police on duty rushed to the Chamber. 
When the smoke subsided, both the heroes courted arrest willingly 
and cheerfully. So, Sergeant Terry had only to walk up to them to 
put them under arrest. Later, he was joined by Police Inspector 
Johnson. Asaf Ali, who was there in the Chamber, looking for 
his wife who was sitting in the ladies’ gallery, says that he heard 

15 The Hindustan Times, Special Edition, dated 8th April, 1929, and 
Ghosh Kali Charan, The Roll of Honour, Anecdotes of Indian Martyrs ,Calcutta 
(1965), p. 412 

16 Balraj is a fictitious name 
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Bhagat Singh telling Johnson, “Don’t worry, we shall tell the whole 
world that we did it.” 17 

An automatic pistol, bearing number 168896 18 was recovered 
from Bhagat Singh at the time of his arrest. According to the 
version given by some of the police officials, two or three rounds 
were fired in the Assembly and Bhagat Singh was holding the 
revolver in his hand pointing it in front. According to the prosecu¬ 
tion evidence in the trial court, it was brought out that ‘Bhagat 
Singh produced an automatic pistol and fired two shots, whereupon 
the pistol jammed.’ But this is not a fact, it is only a fabrication to 
substantiate the case. Even Sergeant Terry had stated, “When I 
recovered the revolver from Bhagat Singh, he had not pointed it 
towards me but had simply held it in his hand and he was toying 
with it and his hand was down.” 

Even the Senior Superintendent of Police, Delhi held, “The 
whole point about the pistol firing is that there is no detailed 
evidence about it that would be safe in court.” 19 

On arrest, Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt were taken in the 
police van to the Kotwali, Chandni Chowk. While their van was 
going towards the Kotwali , it passed a tonga carrying Bhagwati 
Charan, his wife Durga Devi, and the little Shachindra. The boy 
caught a glimpse of Bhagat Singh and shouted with joy “Lamme 
chacha” (tall uncle). The mother acted promptly and stopped the 
child from calling out and thus, saved the situation. 

The Assembly session was adjouned. The news spread like 
wild fire throughout the country. The newspapers headlined the 
news : 

“BHAGAT SINGH AND B.K. DUTT threw bombs in the 
Imperial Assembly.” “Raised slogans of Inquilab Zindabad.” 

17 Quoted from an article by Asaf Ali, Governor of Orissa at that time, 
published in the Common Weal , Poona-dated the 23rd March, 1949 

18 Lahore Conspiracy Case Judgement dated the 7th of October, 1930, 
Exhibit, p. 480 

19 Home Department, Government of India records for the year 1929. 
File 192 (Pol ), letter from the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, addressed to Home 
Department, dated the 28th of May, 1929 
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Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt courted arrest. 20 ” London was infor¬ 
med by the following telegram (No. 13200, dated April 8, 1929 
from the Viceroy to the Secretary of State for India, London). 

Immediate 

Reference our telegram No. 1309-S, dated 6 April. 

“House resumed consideration of Trade Disputes Bill this 
morning. It was understood that on conclusion of bill President 
would give his ruling Immediately after President announced result 
of division on Bill and was apparently about to pronounce his 
ruling, a man in the public gallery threw two bombs with delibera¬ 
tion among the official benches. No one appears to have been 
seriously injured, except perhaps Sir Bomanji Dalai, who was 
struck by a fragment of a bomb House broke up in confusion and 
subsequently President adjourned it till Thursday morning. Two 
men in gallery have been arrested.” 21 

Later during the day, that is, the 8th of April, 1929, another 
telegram No. 1322-S, dated April 8, 1929 was sent, giving further 
details of the bomb outrage. The second telegram marked ‘Impor¬ 
tant* was sent in continuation of the first one and gives the Gov¬ 
ernment version of the occurrence and this deserves mention . 

Telegram No. 1322-S dated April 8, 1929. 

(From Viceroy to Secretary of State for India London) 

‘■'The two men arrested are Bhagat Singh of Lahore, believed 
to be an absconder wanted by police and B. K. Dutt, a 
Bengalee; the two bombs are said to have been thrown by Bhagat 
Singh. The first landed near the front Government benches, the 
second among the back Government benches. After throwing the 
bombs, Bhagat Singh fired two shots from an automatic pistol which 
then jammed. Both men then threw revolutionary leaflets into the 
Chamber, asserting this action was taken as a result of provocative 
action of Government in thrusting on the country repressive measures 

20 Home Department, Government of India Records for the year 1929- 
File 192 (Political) letter from the Chief Commissiooer, Delhi, addressed to 
the Home Department, dated 28th May. 1929) 

21 Home Department (Political). 1929 Government of India, File No. 
192 (Conlidential p- 101 
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such as Public Safety and Trade Disputes Bills and making indis¬ 
criminate arrests of labour leaders. The two men made no attempt 
to escape or to offer resistance on their arrest.” 

“Sir Bomanji Dalai was wounded in thigh and is in hospital. 
Sir George Schuster and two other officials were slightly injured. It 
is remarkable that bomb did not do more serious harm, for the 
seats were badly damaged and the neighbouring walls and even the 
ceiling of Chamber damaged.” 22 

According to the report of the Chief Commissioner, Delhi, 
dated the 8th of April 1929, sent to Secretary, Home Department, 
those hurt as a result of the explosion of bombs were: 

1. Hon’ble Sir George Schuster 

2. Sir Bomanji Dalai, MLA 

3. Mr. S. N. Roy 

4. Mr. P. R. Rau, Financial Commissioner of Railways 
These persons were injured not because of bomb fragments, but 

by the broken chips of floor, bricks, furniture, etc. 

Bhagat Singh was first kept in the Kotwali Chandni Chowk. 
then on about the 16th of April, he was shifted to the Civil Lines 
Police station, Delhi near the old Secretariat. 

Mass Arrests 

Soon after the arrests of Bhagat Singh and Dutt, the police 
succeeded in tracking down most of the workers of the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Army. Sukhdev had ordered certain compon¬ 
ents necessary for bomb-making from some iron-moulders in 
Lahore on the pretext of their requirement for a gas machine. 
But a constable, who came to know of that order, got suspicious. 
So he kept a watch on Sukhdev’s movements, which ultimately led 
to a raid on the 16th morning on the bomb factory in a house on 
Me Leod Road, Lahore, rented by Bhagwati Charan. Sukhdev, 
Jai Gopal and Kishori Lai were arrested on the spot and the 
following articles were found and seized by the police : 

“One live bomb 

22 Home Department (Political), Government of India. 1929 File No. 
192, p. 102 (of the file) 
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Eight bomb cases 

Chemicals 

Bomb formulae 

One Webly Scott pistol 

Small arms Manuals 

A photograph of B.K. Dutt 

A letter written, possibly, by Bhagat Singh or B.K. Dutt.** 23 

With a view to warning, frightening and challenging the 
Delhi officials connected with the assembly case of Bhagat Singh 
and Dutt and to prevent the public from helping officials, the 
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association issued a number of 
letters, some signed and and others anonymous to the public as 
well as to officials. Extracts from some of these letters are worth 
reading: 

One letter was addressed to the Editor, The Hindustan Times 
and was posted at Delhi on April 11, 1929. That letter contained 
a request to the Editor to publish an announcement headed: 

“The Real Hindustan Republican Army 

God Soviets guide our way” 

That announcement was signed by Ghulam Qadir, as Secretary 
of Waf to the Real Hindustani Republican Army. 

The following notice headed ‘LOUD VOICE TO MAKE 
THE DEAF HEAR’, was found pasted on the Lahori Gate, 
Lahore on 15th April, 1929. 

“Unlawful police action in Lahore on the 7th instant has 
compelled us to take further action in the matter. It has, 
therefore, been decided by the Commander-in-Chief of the Republi¬ 
can Association Army at Simla that the officer*in-charge of the 
Lahore Police will be cut out of the way just like Saunders. 
Soldiers, roll No. 203 and 182, are, therfore. directed to take 


23 It is surprising that the government could not ascertain or verify 
whose hand-writing it was, which shows the apathy, callousness and casua¬ 
lness of the government in a matter involving the lives of human beings 
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immediate action. 

By order 
G. Rasul 

Personal Assistant 
Commander-in-Chief 
Republican Association Army of India” 

At the bottom of the notice, which was on red paper and 
typewritten appeared the following : 

“Copy forwarded for information of soldiers 203 and 182, 
and Scott, Senior Superintendent of Police, Lahore, the Deputy 
Commissioner, Lahore, and the Editor ‘ Tribune ’ Lahore.” 24 

Another letter written in pencil, addiessed to Superintendent 
of Police, Delhi, and posted at Surat was captured by the Govern¬ 
ment. That letter read as under : 

Surat 

21.4.1929 

‘GOD SOVIET GUIDE OUR WAY” 

“You anested our brethren but we repeat, you can kill men, 
not ideas.” 

“Our movement is not backed by a few. We are many. I can 
challenge, if you can find out every member of our Association. 
Our Assocition has branches numbering 29. Lahore, Delhi 
Bombay and Calcutta are our headquarters. Besides, we have bran¬ 
ches at Patna, Belgaum, Poona, etc. After supplying this much in¬ 
formation, I challenge you, if you can find out our movement. 

“A general meeting of our Association is going to take place 
at Delhi on 27th instant, where we are going to chalk out a plan 
to blow up all Government places and offices. Therefore, beware. 

If the Government is proud, let it accept the challenge. Beware, 

Beware. 


24 Quoted from the Roll of Honour Anecdotes of Indian Martyrs' 
by Kali Charan Ghosh, p. 396 
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God Soviet guide our way. 

Secretary, 

Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association 
Surat Branch” 25 

Many letters of that type were received both by the Govern¬ 
ment official and prominent members of the public. The police 
tried its best to trace the writers thereof but failed. Thus, the idea 
of pursuing them was dismissed on the plea that the letters had 
nothing to do with the revolutionaries and was “the work of 
irresponsible schools boys.” 28 

From the Civil Lines Police Station, Delhi, Bhagat Singh and 
B.K. Dutt were removed to the Delhi Jail. They refused to give 
any statement before the police. Sometime in the third week of 
April 1929, Kishan Singh. Bhagat Singh’s father, came to Delhi to 
sec his son but had to return disappointed, as he was not allowed 
to see him 

Bhagat Singh’s morale in the Jail was very high and he was 
taking the whole thing as a drama. He did not allow his father to 
engage a lawyer for him, as the institution of lawyers was against 
his very ideology and mission in life. This can be supported by a 
letter written by Bhagat Singh to his father before the start of his 
trial in the Assembly Bomb Case. The letter reads: 

DELHI JATL 
26 April, 1929. 

“Now I am in Delhi Jail. The case will start on 7th May in the 
Jail itself. It is expected that the whole drama will finish in one 
month. There is no need for any anxiety. I have learnt that you 
came here and talked to somebody about engaging a lawyer and 
also tried to see me. But then arrangement could not be made. 

Interview can take place on any day you come here. There 
is no need for a lawyer, etc. If you come to see me, please come 

25 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1929, File 
No. 192 Second Police Report, 34 and 35 

26 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1929, File 
No. 192, p. 44 
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alone. Don’t bring mother. She will unnecessarily weep. If possible, 
bring some good novel.” 27 

The father’s first interview with the son 

Kishan Singh submitted an application for an interview with 
Bhagat Singh, which was disallowed. On the 3rd of May, 1929, he 
renewed his application through pleader, Asaf Ali. 28 It was then 
granted. The underlying object of granting that permission was to 
get some clue. It was not humanitarian. That thing was admitted 
even by the police official in his report, dated the 4th of May, 1929, 
when he remarked, “I decided to allow this for once on the chance 
of getting a hint new to us.” 29 When Kishan Singh met Bhagat 
Singh others present there were Asaf Ali and the Jailor. During 
the interview, among other matters talked about, the following 
conversation also took place : 

Kishan Singh : Since my departure from Lahore on 1st May, I have 
learnt from the papers that Kultar, your younger 
brother aged 10/11 years, studying in 5th primary, 
has been arrested.” 

(Govt, official records “The age and the class seem 
curious things to tell Bhagat Singh”). 

Bhagat Singh : Why has the boy been arrested ? 

Kishan Singh : Because he has the misfortune to be their son and 
Bhagat’s brother. I expect my own arrest. 

He further said : “Jaidev was ill 30 and Sukhdev.” 

Then Kishan Singh stopped and Bhagat Singh nodded his 
head, meaning that he had followed. 

27 Letter written in Urdu by S. Bhagat Singh to his father Kishan Singh 
Insurance Agent C/O Congress Committee, Bradiaugh Hall, Lahore 

28 Asaf Ali was the Defence Council for B-*K. Dutt 

29 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1929 File 
No. 192, p. 48 (effile) 

30 By “Jaidev is ill”, Kishan Singh meant that he. too had been arres¬ 
ted as he was arrested alongwith Kultar Singh. But Jaidev states, that he was 
actually ill at the time of his arrest (Interview by the writer with Jaidev 
Gupta) 
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Bhagat Singh : The police are scoundrels. They have hanged 
innocent men in the Kakori case. They would drag 
me to Lahore in Saunders' murder case. They have 
tried to deceive him and Dutt by telling each that 
the other had become an approver. Father, don’t 
waste any money on my defence. (But Kishan Singh 
insisted on doing so, because anyhow the whole 
family was or would be arrested and there was no 
one to whom to leave the family property). 

Kishan Singh : Your female relations wanted to see you but they 
did not do so because of your request. 

Bhagat Singh then requested his father to return to Lahore 
and find out why Kultar had been arrested. The jailor then stopped 
further interview. 31 

THE Chalan against Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt was submitted 
to the Additional District Magistrate, Delhi. The hearing of the 
case started on the 7th of May, 1929, in the District Jail itself be¬ 
fore Mr. F. B. Pool, Additional District Magistrate, Delhi. Elabo¬ 
rate security arrangements were made before the hearing started, 
which indicates how panicky the government was. On the strong 
police precautions and security measures adopted by the authori¬ 
ties, the special representative of The Hindustan Times reported ; 

“Police constables with lathis were lined from the Magistrate’s 
residence on the Rajpur Road to the jail and all other roads leading 
to the jail. C.I.D. men in plain clothes were seen cycling on the 
roads as well as waiting at important crossings. The outer jail com¬ 
pound was guarded well. Mr. Johnson, Traffic Inspector with three 
sergeants was posted at the Jail gate, while Mr. Ali Assistant Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police, R. B. Malik, Devi Dyal, Deputy Superinten¬ 
dent of Police, and Pandit Madhawa Ram, Jailor, were incharge 
of the arrangements inside the court. 


31 The details of this conversation are taken from the Report of the 
Superintendent of Police, Delhi, dated May 4, 1929 (Home Department, 
Government of India record for 1929), file No. 192 p. 49 d 
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•‘Sheikh Abdul Rahman, Sub-Inspector, in-charge, Delhi Gate 
Police Station, searched all who were admitted inside. Press repre¬ 
sentatives were also searched.” 3 * 

Asaf Ali appeared for the defence, while the Public Prosecutor, 
R. B- Suraj Narain, represented the Crown. The trial magistrate, 
Mr. F.B. Pool arrived at 9-50 a.m. and the court room was also 
full by that time. Besides the counsel and the press representatives, 
Mrs. Asaf Ali, Kishan Singh, his mother and the wife of Ajit Singh 
and two magistrates under training were also present. 

Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt were brought into the court at 
eight minutes past ten. Entering the court, Bhagat Singh shouted 
in a thunderous voice, “Long Live Revolution”, and B. K. Dutt 
shouted, “Down with Imperialism.” These slogans created a sen¬ 
sation. The court recorded the shouts and ordered the police to 
handcuff both the hands of each accused Their morale was noticed 
to be pretty high. In that connection. The Hindustan Times reported 
that both Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt “looked cheerful and kept 
smiling ali along” They were seated handcuffed behind an iron 
railing on a bench. Behind them, sat the jail officials and some 
C.I.D. men. 

The prosecution evidence was then produced and recorded. 
Eleven prosecution witnesses were examined that day. They were 
Messrs. C.V. O’Brien, Manager, Woodlands Hoiel, Delhi., G. 
O'Brien (his brother), M. L. Pasricha, Deputy Director-General 
Posts and Telegraphs, S. N. Roy, Secretary, Home Department, 
P. R. Rau, Financial Commissioner, Rai Bahadur A. P. Dube, 
Personal Assistant to the Secretary, Army Department; M. P. 
Robson, Officiating Chief Inspector of Explosives, Dr. J K. Sen, 
Medical Practitioner, Dr. Dwarka Dhish, Assistant Surgeon, New 
Delhi, Ram Sarup, Sub-Inspector and Col. Rheinod, Medical 
Officer, Delhi. 

That day before the court rose for lunch, Kishan Singh, along 
with his mother and the wife of Ajit Singh was allowed to have an 
interview with Bhagat Singh in the presence of police officials. 


32 The Hindustan Times , May, 1929 
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During the interview Bhagat Singh was heard telling his father 
again and again that “the Government was bent on sending him to 
the gallows and he should not be anxious about him.” 

Just when the court rose for lunch, Bhagat Singh asked the 
court to allow them newspapers to read, as was allowed to all 
political undertrial prisoners in several other cases, including the 
Meerut Case. The court refused to accept that request saying that 
it was not bound to follow any precedent. The court adjourned that 
day at 4.10 p.m. 

Next day, that is, on the 8th of May, 1929. the court again 
met under strict security arrangements. Bhagat Singh and Dutt 
were brought to court at 10.20 a.m. They again shouted very 
loudly, “Long Live Revolution”, “Down with British Imperialism”, 
when they entered the court. The prosecution witnesses examined 
on the second day were Sir Sobha Singh, Government contractor 
and Hony. Magistrate of New Delhi; Sgt. H.D. Terry, C. Johnson, 
Traffic Inspector, Delhi; Chet Singh, Sub-Inspector, Incharge New 
Delhi Police Station; Abdul Samad, Magistrate I Class (who 
carried out the identification parade) Delhi; Safdar Ali, Sub-Ins¬ 
pector, New Delhi; Hansraj, Sub-Inspector, and Jamil Ahmad. 
The prosecution was then declared closed by Suraj Narain, Public 
Prosecutor, Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt were then asked to give 
their statements, which both of them refused to give. However, 
Bhagat Singh stood up and replied to the court questions, as under : 
Court ; Profession 
Bhagat Singh : None 
Court: Residence 
Bhagat Singh : Lahore 
Court : Mohalla 

Bhagat Singh : We are always moving from one place to another 
Court : Were you present in the Assembly on the 8th of April ? 
Bhagat Singh : As far as this case is concerned, I feel no 
necessity to make a statement at this stage. If 
I feel it necessary, I will make a statement 
later on. 

Court: When you arrived yesterday in the court and again, 
today you shouted “Long Live Revolution”, what do you 
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mean by it 33 ? , 

Asaf All objected to this question and the court sustained the 
objection. Similarly B.K Dutt also answered the court questions 
only and declined to make a statement. The court then heard the 
defence counsel. Who made a masterly speech for about forty 
minutes, putting forward various arguments. 

After hearing the defence arguments, the court framed charges 
under Section 307 of the Indian Penal Code for an alleged attempt 
to murder and under Section 3 of the Explosive Substances Act, 
against both the “accused’* holding that they threw bombs to kill 
and cause injuries to several persons in the Assembly. 

Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt were again asked, if they wanted 
to make any statement. They said, “That will be decided later on.” 
They were then committed to the sessions for trial. 

The trial in the sessions court started in the first week of 
June, 1929. The Public Prosecutor produced some more prosecu¬ 
tion witnesses and conducted the case for the Crown. 

When the prosecution evidence was complete, Bhagat Singh 
felt that the stage had been reached when they should make a 
detailed statement. He, therefore, laboured hard and prepared his 
written statement 34 himself. That historic statement was read out to 
the court by Asaf Ali on behalf of Bhagat Singh and Dutt on 6th 
June, 1929 -a statement which forms a glorious chapter in the 
revolutionary history of India and is a master-piece of a document 
based on revolutionary and Marxian principles. The statement 
was so touching that three of the four assessors ‘openly showed 
eyes dimmed by tears’ by the time Asaf Ali read out the last 
sentence of the statement. Some extracts from his historic statement 

33 These details have been taken from The Hindustan Times, dated May 
10, 1929 

34 With due deference to Bhagat Singh and without the slightest reflection 
on his intelligence, it may be mentioned here that the substance of the state¬ 
ment was drafted by Bhagat Singh himself, but the actual language and the 
sequence of sentences or their polishing was done by Asaf Ali (quoted from an 
article on BHAGAT SINGH—AN OBSOLESCENT by Asaf Ali, published in 
the Common Weal , Poona, dated March 23rd, 1949 
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are reproduced below. 

Accepting the guilt and explaining the motive uuderlying the 
throwing of the bombs, Bhagat Singh said in his statement as 
follows : 

Motive Explained 

“The bomb was necessary to awaken England from her 
dreams. We dropped the bomb on the floor of the Assembly 
Chamber to register our protest on behalf of those who had no 
other means left to give expression to their heart-rending agony. 
Our sole purpose was to make the deaf hear and give the heedless 
a timely warning. Others have as keenly felt as we have done and 
from such seeming stillness of the sea of Tndian humanity, a verita¬ 
ble storm is about to break out. We have only hoisted the “Danger 
Signal” to warn those who are speeding along without heeding to 
the grave dangers ahead. We have only marked the end of an era 
of Utopian non-violence of whose futility the rising generation has 
been convinced beyond the shadow of doubt.” 

Use of Force justified 

Condemning the policy of non-violence and justifying the use 
of force, he remarked, “Force used in the furtherance of a legiti¬ 
mate cause had its moral justification. The elimination of force at 
all costs is Utopian and the new movement which has arisen in the 
country and of whose dawn we have given a warning, is inspired 
by the ideals which Guru Gobind Singh and Shivaji, Kemal Pasha 
and Riza Khan, Washington and Garibaldi, Lafayttee and Lenin 
preached.” 

No Personal Grudge 

“We bear no personal grudge or malice against anyone of 
those who received the slight injuries or against any other persons 
in the Assembly. On the contrary, we repeat that we hold human 
lives sacred beyond words and would sooner lay down our own 
lives in the service of humanity than injure anyone else.” Further, 
Bhagat Singh explained his concept of revolution which, according 
to him, was the only effective method of solving the great social 
problems of the times—the problem of bringing economic and 
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political independence to the workers and peasants, constituting 
the mass of the people. He ended his statement with the slogan 
“Long Live Revolution.” A full text of his statement is given in 
appendix ‘C’ at the end of this book. 

The Sessions Judge considered certain portions in the statement 
objectionable. So, the next day, he called both the Public Prosecu¬ 
tor and the Defence Counsel and told them that he wanted to 
delete the objectionable portions in the statement. The defence 
counsel (Asaf Ali) consulted Bhagat Singh and prevailed upon him 
not to insist on the retention of a few sentences. So, the amend¬ 
ments were carried out and the copy was kept on record. 

The Chief Commissioner, Delhi, issued a communique imme¬ 
diately, prohibiting the publication of Bhagat Singh’s statement. 
But before the order could be complied with. The Pioneer had 
already published the unexpurgated copy of the statement. Later, 
the amended copy of the statement of Bhagat Singh and Dutt was 
given coverage by all the papers under large headlines both in 
India and abroad, thus, providing wide publicity to the views of 
Bhagat Singh, Dutt and the party they represented, which was one 
of the main aims of their "‘Drama”, as Bhagat Singh himself 
preferred to call it. 

The hearing of the .'case ended on 10th June, 1929, and the 
judgement was announced on the 12th. Declaring the judgement, 
the Sessions Judge stated that the following facts had been found 
proved and thereby constituted offences. 

Facts found to have been proved and offences constituted thereby 

“I find it proved that Bhagat Singh threw the first bomb with 
the intention of causing death, or with the intention of causing 
bodily injury which he knew to be likely to cause death, I find 
that by doing so, he did cause hurt to Sir George Sachuster, Mr 
P. R. Rao and Mr- Shankar Rao. These facts constitute an offence 
punishable under section 308 I.P.C. with transportation for life or 
with lesser punishment. 

“The same acts include the causing of explosion of a nature 
likely to endanger life, unlawfully and maliciously, which constitute 
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an offence punishable under Section 3 of the Explosive Substances 
Act, 1908. 

“I find it proved that Dutt threw the second bomb with similar 
intention and that by doing so he caused hurt to Mr. S. N. Roy 
and Rai Bahadur A. P. Dube. He, too, has committed both the 
offences punishable with transportation for life under Section 307 
I. P. C. and the offence similarly punishable under Section 3 of 
the Explosive Substances Act. 

“I find both the accused guilty of both the offences with 
which they are charged and convict them accordingly,” 

Sentence 

Continuing, the Judge pronounced the following sentence on 
Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt* 

‘‘The acts of each accused constitute offences punishable 
under two different provisions of the law. One offence is included 
in the other under the provisions of Section 71 of the Indian Penal 
Code; the punishment which may be inflicted is not to be more 
severe than could be awarded for any one of such offences. 

“Punishment can be regarded as retributive, preventive or 
deterrent. In these cases, both the accused appear to have been 
completely callous as to what might suffer, their acts might have 
resulted in the death of not only one but of several persons who 
had offered them no form of provocation and who were not even 
acquainted with their existence. The offence is particularly a 
heinous one and from the retributive point of view merits a severe 
punishment. 

“The accused have alleged that they hold human life sacred. 
Their allegation is negated by their acts. Their attitude through¬ 
out has been that their acts are justifiable and justified. With 
such an attitude, their acts are those of men who have not fallen 
into crime on the spur of the moment but by deliberate design. 
With such an attitude it is probable that what they have done 
once they may attempt to do again. From the preventive point of 
view, their offences merit severe punishment. 

i 

“The acts of the accused were acts which courted publicity. 
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To a criminal mind they might suggest imitation. From the 
deterrent point of view, the offences demand severe punishment 

“The accused are young men but their acts were deliberate 
and they had preparation for those acts of a complicated nature. 
In these circumstances, these youth must not be allowed to lead 
to the infliction of an inadequate punishment. 

“I sentence Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt to transportation for 
life.” 

Sessions Judge 

12 June, 1929. Delhi. 

Announced at the District Jail Delhi on 12th June, 1929. 35 

Later, with a view to using the High Court to further 
publicize their programme and to awaken the masses, Bhagat 
Singh and B. K. Dutt filed an appeal in the High Court. The 
appeal was heard by Justice Ford and Justice Addison. Asaf 
Ali argued it for two and a half days. The Public Prosecutor 
replied to his arguments during the remaining half of the third 
day. But in between, as per the statement of Asaf Ali, Bhagat 
Singh also pleaded on his own behalf. The appeal was rejected 
by the High Court and the judgement delivered on the 13th 
of January, 1930. The High Court concurred with the judgement 
of the Sessions Court. 


35 The Assembly-Bomb Case Judgement, dated the 12th of June. 1929, p. 
39—41 (of the typed copy) 
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WHETHER or notBhagat Singh was involved in the Saunders’ 
case, the authorities would not have allowed such a dare-devil, 
with definitely known family background, to get away in so mild a 
manner. They must have been busy weaving a spider’s web to offer 
a worthy and welcome sacrifice at the altar of imperialism. Touts 
and toadies were galore and were available for the mere asking and 
Bhagat Singh, even if innocent, would have never escaped the web, 
unless he had used his own wits, courage and calmness to pierce 
the heavily guarded four walls of the prison. 

The authorities were lucky, for they found a clue to his partici¬ 
pation in Saunders Murder Case (even though through an appro¬ 
ver) and kept him in the “notorious” Mianwali Jail of the undivided 
Punjab to which he was transferred immediately after his conviction 
in the Assembly Bomb Case. Later, he was shifted to the Lahore 
Central Jail for his trial in Saunders Murder Case which came to 
be known as the Lahore Conspiracy Case, a detailed reference to 
which will be made in the next chapter. In that notorious Mianwali 
Jail, Bhagat Singh soon came into contact with political prisoners 
who were also undergoing life imprisonment in connection with 
their participation in the Ghadr movement of 1914-15, Martial Law 
Agitation and Babbar Akali Movement. From them, he learnt and 
saw for himself the atrocities committed on the political prisoners. 
In consultation with them, he decided to start a hunger-strike for 
the attainment of better amenities in the jail. He managed to 
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collect all the prisoners and his under-trial comrades and addressed 
them as follows : 

“Friends, if we had been outside the jail, we would have 
continued our fight for freedom and died Now we are in jail. This 
jail has also been established by the British imperialism and its 
object is to weaken the will and physique of the patriots. Man is 
not treated as man. Let us put up a fight, and fight and fight.” 

On being asked by them as to what they had to do, Bhagat 
Singh replied, “Hunger-Strike. Shout, raise hands who are ready 
to sacrifice themselves for this national cause and welfare of 
humanity ?” All present there volunteered and agreed, raising the 
slogan of “ Ir.quilab Tindabad” For Bhagat Singh and his comrades, 
arrest was not the end of their fight, for they adopted another 
unique method of hunger-strike, thereby, throwing out an open 
challenge to the authorities. They started the hunger-strike on the 
15th of June, 1929 to protest against the highhandedness of the jail 
authorities and obtained a tolerable diet and reading facilities. 
Bhagat Singh was, no doubt, physically in the jail, his spirit had 
already pierced its four walls and had sparked off a unique stir 
within the minds of the younger generation. Many had courted 
arrest and went on hunger-strike elsewhere. 

To acquaint the authorities with their demands and to get 
their redress, Bhagat Singh sent the following application, dated 
the 27th of June, 1929 from Mianwali Jail to the Inspector-General, 
Punjab Jails, Lahore, through the Superintendent, Mianwali District 
Jail. 

“I have been sentenced to transportation for life, in connection 
with the Assembly Bomb Case, Delhi, and am obviously a political 
prisoner. We were given a special diet in the Delhi Jail, but since 
my arrival here, I am being treated as an ordinary criminal. There¬ 
fore I have gone on hunger-strike since the morning of the 15th of 
June, 1929. In these two or three days, my weight has decreased by 
6 lbs compared with what it was in the Delhi Jail. 

I wish to bring to your kind attention that I should get special 
treatment as a political prisoner. 
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My demands are : 

1. Special diet (including milk, ghee, rice, curd, etc.) 

2. No forcible labour. 

3. Toilet requisites, (soap, oil, shaving-kit, etc.) 

4. Literature of all kinds, (history, economics, political 
science, poetry, drama, fiction, newspapers, etc.) 

I hope you will very kindly consider what I have said, and 
decide favourably.” 1 

The object behind that individual approach was that if the 
demands of one political prisoner were conceded, it would be easier 
to fight for the others, making that a precedent. It was a shrewd and 
strategical move on the part of Bhagat Singh. 

Aficr some days (about 25th June, 1929) Bhagat Singh was 
shifted to the Lahore Central Jail where B.K. Dutt was kept. Dutt 
also went on hunger-strike and sent a similar application, dated 
July 30, 1929 to the Superintendent, Central Jail, Lahore. In his 
application, he repeated the four demands of Bhagat Singh and 
added two more, which were ‘‘better accommodation and civil 
dress.” 2 

Bhagat Singh’s comrades—other under-trials in the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case—namely, Sukhdev, Jatinder Nath Dass, Ajoy 
Ghosh, Shiv Varma, Gaya Prashad, Jai Dev Kapur, Rajguru and 
B.K. Sinha—were lodged in the Lahore Borstal Jail. On coming 
to know about the hunger-strike of Bhagat Singh, they also followed 
suit in July 1929. After his hunger-strike on 15 June, 1929 Bhagat 
Singh started losing weight. From 133 lbs on the 15th June, of 1929 
he came down to 119 lbs on the 9th of July, 1929. Similarly, the 
weight of his comrades began falling, but they kept up their fight. 
Their hunger-strike aroused wide public sympathy. News appea¬ 
red daily in the press. Numerous public meetings were held to 
condemn the attitude of the Government. Under the joint auspices 

1 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1930 File No.244 
K.W., p. 59 and 

Imperial Legislative Assembly Debates. Vol. IV, No. 9, Move for 
Adjournment. Speech of Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, p. 3 

2 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1929 File 
No.21/63 p. 14 
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of the City Congress and the Naujwan Bharat Sabha a 'meeting 
was held at Amritsar on 30th June, 1929 in the Jallianwala Bagh 
at 8 p.m. under the chairmanship of Dr Saif-ud-din Kitchlew to 
celebrate Bhagat Singh Day. 3 It was the same Jallianwala Bagh 
which had sparked off the spirit of sacrifice in Bhagat Singh. The 
proceedings of that meeting opened with the slogans so dear to 
Bhagat Singh, viz. ‘Long Live Revolution’, Down with Imperia¬ 
lism, Bhagat Singh’s and his comrades’ actions were praised. 
Tributes were paid to him by Deoki Nandan Charan and Master 
Mota Singh. Both regarded Bhagat Singh as ‘'the real devotee of 
the nation” and “lover of the country.’’ At the end of the meeting, 
the following resolution was moved by Hassan-ud-din. 

“This meeting of the citizens of Amritsar appreciates the 
hunger strike observed by Bhagat Singh and Dutt for the last 14 
days as protest against the bad treatment accorded to the political 
prisoners in Jails and while expressing sympathy with them, it 
warns the bureaucracy that if any harm is done to their lives, it 
would be responsible for it.” 

The resolution was, of course, readily carried. Similar celebra¬ 
tions, i.e. Bhagat Singh Day celebrations, were held by the Lahore 
branch of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha on the 21st of July, 1929 
which were attended by about 10,000 people. According to Govern¬ 
ment report, it was “the largest gathering that has attended any 
political meeting for some considerable time past.” 4 

In spite of strong public protests, the Government maintained 
its callous attitude towards the hunger-strikers and resorted to forci¬ 
ble feeding which Bhagat Singh and his comrades resisted as best 
as they could. 

While Bhagat Singh and Dutt were on hunger-strike, the 
Saunders murder-case trial opened in the jail on 10th July, 1929. 
There they met their comrades, Sukhdev, Shiv Varma and others. 
On the 12th of July, Jai Dev announced in the court of the Special 

3 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1030 File No.130 
and K.W. p. 13 (of the file) 

4 Home Department (Political), Government of India* 1930, File No. 
130 and K.W., p. 44 (of the file) 
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Magistrate trying them that the second batch of prisoners was 
joining the hunger-strike, started by Bhagat Singh and Dutt, from 
that day. That batch included Jatindra Nath Das. A further men¬ 
tion of that hunger-strike has been made elsewhere in this book. 

Though a detailed reference to Bhagat Singh’s trial will be 
made in the next chapter, it would not be out of place to mention 
here an incident which speaks of the rare spirit and strong will¬ 
power possessed by Bhagat Singh. Although very weak, the under- 
trials were hand-cuffed while being brought to the court. On one 
such occasion—on the 17th of July, 1929 to be exact—the accused 
resisted handcuffing. Bhagat Singh, who was carried on a stretcher, 
“got up in spite of his weak state of health, as he addressed the 
court, his face began to glow. 5 Denouncing the Special Magistrate, 
he stated : “Mr. Magistrate, we take it to be an insult to be hand¬ 
cuffed by the policemen. You have not to blindly obey the police. 
You should be fair to us. You have not listened to any of our 
complaints. We have no confidence in you because you are comple¬ 
tely controlled by the police in every matter. How can we take 
notes being handcuffed in the manner in which the police wants to 
handcuff us ? How can we talk to each other about the case or 
consult each other ?” 

“We do not expect justice from this court. Why enact this 
farce ? Are you or is K.B. Abdul Aziz (a police official) the presi¬ 
ding officer of the court ?’* The Magistrate took it as “assaulting 
attitude and an act of rowdyism”, and suggested to the Superin¬ 
tendent of the Jail in a letter that disciplinary action be taken 
against Bhagat Singh. 

According to the report of the Superintendent, Central Jail, 
Lahore, sent to the Inspector-General of Prisons, Punjab, on 
July 15, 1929, Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt were offered special 
diet, etc. on Saturday, the 14th of July, 1929 on the telephonic ins¬ 
tructions from the Inspector General, Prisons. Bhagat Singh told 
him that they would not accept those concessions, unless the diet 
scale was published in the Government Gazette as a notification to 


5 As quoted by The Tribune in its issue, dated the I3th July 1929. 
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the effect that “this is the scale for all political prisoners.’*® 

Fight against Forcible Feeding 

As mentioned ealier in this chapter, the jail authorities started 
forcible feeding of the hunger-strikers in order to save their lives, 
rather than accepting their genuine demands. But the strikers 
put up stiff resistance against forcible feeding and devised various 
methods as safeguards. Ajoy Ghosh in his book, Bhagat Singh and 
His Comrades gives a touching account of the methods adopted by 
them. “Many methods were devised to defeat the doctors. Kishori 
swallowed red pepper and boiling water to cause sore throat, so 
that the passage of the tube led to such coughing that it had to be 
taken out, lest he might die of suffocation. 1 swallowed flies imme¬ 
diately after forced feeding to induce vomitting” 6 7 

As the jail authorities were determined to break the strike, 
they removed all water from their cells and instead placed milk 
in the pitchers. This was the worst ordeal imaginable, as Ghosh 
puts it. When their fury touched limits, they started breaking the 
pitchers containing milk. Ultimately the jailor gave way and 
water was supplied in the cells. 

In reply to a question by Das how he (Bhagat Singh) allowed 
forcible feeding, Bhagat Singh replied, “I put up resistance as much 
as I can, but they manage to feed me forcibly. My nose is big. They 
can easily pass the tube and feed me.” 8 From the Lahore Central 
Jail, Bhagat Singh used to visit the Borstal Jail to enquire about the 
health of his comrades, on the pretext of consultations with them. In 
spite of his weakness, Bhagat Singh was active and looked after 
others. It is evident from the fact that the late Dr Gopi Chand 
Bhargava, then an M. L. C., advised Bhagat Singh not to exert 
himself as much as he was doing and also told him “to dissuade 
others when he meets them in the court, as he had a great influence 
upon all of them.” 9 Bhagat Singh continued losing weight till the 

6 Home Department (Political), Government of India (1930), File No. 
36/1V, p. 20 (a) of the file 

7 Ghosh, Ajoy : Bhagat Singh and His Comrades, p. 10 

8 Home Department (Political) Government of India, 1930, File No. 
36/1V p. 129 (b) 

9 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1930, File No. 
36/IV, p- 70 
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30th of July, 1929, after which his condition remained almost static. 
On the other hand, the condition of Jatindra Nath Das took a 
serious turn. On the first of August, he showed signs of great 
exhaustion, as reported by the Medical Officer. The same was the 
condition of Shiv Varina and J.D. Kapur. On the 2nd of August, 
Das was reported to be in a critical condition. He even refused to 
take medicine. On the 2nd of August, 1929, Dr Gopi Chand inter¬ 
viewed the strikers. 

He asked Das why he did not take medicine and water. 

Das replied, “I wish to die.” "Why”? 

"For the sake of my country and to uplift the status of 
political convicts.” 10 

Imagine the spirit of these young and budding patriots. In 
them was enshrined the spirit of India, and the goddess of liberat¬ 
ion dare not scoff at them for long and must grant them their boon 
in the not-too-distant future. Sacrifice was the slogan and the 
first one was in the offing. On the 6th and the 9th of August, 1929, 
the Punjab Government issued a communique giving some 
concessions, like special diet to convicts, permission to get food 
from outside for under-trials, the wearing of civil dress etc. But 
since those concessions did not meet the demands of the strikers in 
full, the strike continued. 

Das condition 

On the 21st of August, 1929, Dr Gopi Chand and Babu 
Parshottam Das Tandon, (another well-known patriot), accompa¬ 
nied by Bhagat Singh, again interviewd J.N. Das. 

B. Parshottam Das : Well you try to live, I mean linger on. 

Das : I am living. 

Parshottam Das : How can you live without medicine or 
nourishment ? 

Das : By my will power. 

Dr. Gopi Chand : I don’t think you can do so. I don’t ask 
you to give up your principle. You should not give up your hunger- 

10 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 130, File No. 
36/1V p. 68. 
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strike, but just take some medicine to linger on. Live only for a 
fortnight to see the result of your suffering and then if you see that 
your demands have not been fulfilled, you can stop taking 
medicines. , 

Das : I have no confidence in the Government. I cannot go 
back now. I can live all right with my will power. 11 

Bhagat Singh also tried to prevail upon Das, but he was 
adamant. However, on Bhagat Singh’s repeated requests—-requests 
from his leader, he agreed to take medicine on two conditions : 
First, Bhagat Singh will not ask him the next time and second, the 
medicine be given by Dr. Gopi Chand. Both the conditions were 
accepted. On the 26th of August, Das’ condition was reported by 
the Medical Officer thus : 

“Only whispers. Numbness in the limbs. Unable to lift lower 
limbs. Condition very grave.” 

Appointment of Jail Inquiry Committee 

Alarmed by the determination and condition of the strikers 
and the growing volume of country-wide protests, the Government 
yielded and appointed a Punjab Jails Inquiry Committee on the 
2nd of September, 1929. Four members of the Committee visited the 
jail and met the hunger-strikers and made the following recommen¬ 
dations : the allowing of a cot, a table, a chair, the use of news¬ 
papers and lights. Consequently, on 2nd September, 1929 Bhagat 
Singh and his comrades, except Jatin Das, abandoned the strike. 
By that time, Bhagat Singh and Dutt had completed 81 days and 
others 53 days. As their comrade Jalindra Nath Das was almost 
on his death-bed, Bhagat Singh and others could not feel victorious. 
Therefore two days later, i e. on the 4th of September, 1929, Bhagat 
Singh, Dutt and three others resumed the strike on the ground 
that: 

(/) “Jatindra Nath was not unconditionally released, and 

(ii) that the two convict prisoners, Bhagat Singh and B.K. 

11 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1930 file No. 
36/IV. Interview of B. Parshottam Das and Dr Gopi Chand with the hunger- 
strikers dated August 21, 1929, p. 122 (of file) 
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Dutt, who are under-trial prisoners in the Lahore Conspi¬ 
racy Case, were not allowed to associate with non-convict 
prisoners in the same case.” 12 

Death of Jatin Das 

The demand for the unconditional release of Jatin Das was 
not accepted by the Government. Instead, the idea of release on 
bail was mentioned in the Government circle, which Jatin Das 
himself vehemently opposed. His condition was reported by the 
jail doctor as under on the dates mentioned below : 

4 Sept : Pulse weak, thready and irregular, 
vomitting and retching persistent 

9 Sept : Pulse very rapid and irregular 
12 Sept : Vomitted once. Pulse irregular. 

Refuses to take medicines. 13 

Though his pulse was reported irregular, yet the Government 
looked on as a silent spectator in this case, whereas, to quote from 
the Life of Michael Collins, the “English Government of Ireland 
was prepared to save life at any expense, even at the cost of letting 
convicts go without serving out their sentences ” Blood is thicker 
than water. To them, the Irish were not convicts but freedom- 
fighters, but the Indians were underdogs and meant to be no more 
than heads of cattle driven by cowboys. They wielded the whip 
and the wounds inflicted did not prick their blunt conscience. 
To them, then, Christ was a forgotten legend. 

One the 13th of September, 1929, at about 9am., Das took a 
turn for the worse. ‘This lion of Bengal’ breathed his last at 1-10 
p.m at the altar of the nation and for his principles- The last 
conscious words (presumably a day before his death) that Jatin 
Das could utter with great difficulty were : 

“I do not want any obsequies to be preformed at Kali Bari in 

12 Home Department (Political), Government of India (1930), File No. 
137, petition from Bhagat Singh, B.K. Dutt and other accused in the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case about treatment—p. 2 (notes) 

13 These details are taken from the report submitted by the Chief 
Medical Officer, Lahore Central Jail 
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orthodox Bengali fashion. I am not a Bengali, I am an Indian.” 14 

The news of his martyrdom travelled like wildfire. Dr 
Kitchlew, Kishan Singh and other Congress leaders rushed to the 
jail. The whole atmosphere was charged with the slogans. 

"Jatin Das Zindabad, Inquilab Zindabad; 

Down with Bureaucracy; 

Down with Imperialism.” 

This young patriot burning with the love of the nation had 
immolated himself by 64 days of fasting. He sacrificed himself for 
a noble cause—the securing of a better treatment for political 
prisoners. 

It may be mentioned here that after Das' death, the Civil 
Surgeon examined the records and gave a certificate, 16 saying that 
the death appeared to be due to inanition and that no post-mortem 
was necessary. 

Subhash Chandra Bose, the patriot prince, sent Rs. 600 from 
Calcutta to K.C. Das, brother of Jatindra Nath Das who was at 
Lahore, to pay for the transportation of the body to Calcutta. The 
body was handed over to K.C. Das. It was taken in a procession 
which wound its way through Lytton Road, Anarkali, Lahore Gali, 
Papar Mandi, Macchi Hatta, Rang Mahal, Dabbi Bazar and old 
Kotwali. The procession, which was headed by Dr. Gopi Chand, 
Dr. Kitchlew, Sardul Singh Kaveesher, Kishan Singh and other 
leaders, reached Delhi gate at 8.30 p.m. where a public meeting 
was held under the presidentship of Mohammed Alam and rich 
tributes were paid to the departed soul. Then the body was taken 
to Shahid Ganj near Naulakha police station where it was placed 
in the coffin and taken to the Lahore Railway Station. Lacs of 
people gathered at the station to pay their last homage to the great 
patriot. The body, accompanied by six attendants, was taken from 
Lahore by the Howrah Express on the 14th of September, 1929. 
The train left Lahore at 6-40 p.m. and arrived at Howrah on the 
next day at 7.50 p.m. 

14 Quoted from the Roll of Honour by Kali Charan Ghosh, p. 404* 

15 Full report (authenticated) could not be traced amon g Government 
records. 
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The death of Jatindra Nath Das roused country-wide protests 
Public meetings and mass demonstrations were held to condemn 
the “dilly-dallying and shilly-shallying attitude of the Govern¬ 
ment,” as Pandit Moti Lai Nehru preferred to call it and paid 
mighty tributes to the self-sacrifice of Das. Reporting on the 
impact of Das’ death, the Deputy Commissioner of Lahore said, 
“Undoubtedly the courage and endurance which J. N. Das has 
shown has excited sympathy and admiration.” 16 

Pandit Moti Lai Nehru moved an adjournment motion in the 
Legislative Assembly on Saturday, the 14th of September 1929, on 
“The action and policy of the Government regarding the treatment of 
the accused undertrials in the Lahore Conspiracy Case, which has 
already resulted in the death of J.N. Das and is endangering the life 
of other hungerstrikers in the said case.” Speaking on the motion, 
he charged the Government with “an utter lack of the human 
element” and remarked that the benign Government, like the 
fiddling of Nero while Rome was burning, fiddled on the death-bed 
of Das. Expressing his views on the subject Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya appreciated the stand of Bhagat Singh and others and 
said that they were men of high ideals and possessed a high sense 
of national self-respect. 

Supporting the motion, Amar Nath Dutt (from the Burdhwan 
Division) charged the Government with ‘the murder of Jatindra 
Nath Das.’ Expecting that the sacrifices of these heroes would not 
go in vain, he warned the government in the words of one of 
their own poets with a slight variation, as under : 

“The English shall perish, write these words with the blood 

they have spilt. 

Hopeless and abhorred, deep in ruin as in guilt.” 

He concluded with the prophetic words of the poet Robindra- 
nath : 

Bhojha tor bhari hole 
Dubbe tari Khan. 

16 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1929, File No. 
21/63 D.O. letter from the Deputy Commissioner Lahore, dated the 14th of 
September, 1929 
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(The vessel will sink, when the load of sin is great) 17 
Indian nationalist newspaper wrote editorials adoring and 
applauding the sacrifice of Jatindra Nath Das and his powpr of 
endurance against the pangs of hunger and thirst. For instance. 
The Tribune of Lahore (now of Chandigarh), thus, wrote on Jatin’s 
death : 

“If ever a man died a hero and a martyr in a noble cause, 
that man is Jatindra Nath Das and the blood of a martyr has in 
all ages and countries been the seed of higher and noble life, 
better social and political order.” 

Appreciating the sacrifice of Das, Merry, the worthy spouse of 
Terence McSwiney, Lord Mayor of Cork, who had sacrificed his 
life in Ireland under similar circumstances, wired : 

“Family Terrence McSwiney unites patriotic Indians in grief 
and pride on death of Jatindra Nath Das. Freedom will 
come.” 18 

Even the Crown Counsel in the Lahore Conspiracy Case, 
1929, in which Jatin, Bhagat Singh and others were being tried, 
could not help paying a tribute to the late Jatin. Addressing the 
court on the 24th of September, 1929 (first sitting of the court after 
Das’ death), he said : 

“With the permission of the court, I ask leave on behalf of 
my colleagues and myself to say a brief words of reverence to the 
tragic event which has occurred since the last sitting of the court.” 

“I desire on behalf of all to express the sincere regret and 
genuine sorrow which we feel on account of the untimely death of 
Jatindra Nath Das. There are qualities which compel admiration 
of all men alike, and and pre-eminent among them are the qualities 
of courage and constancy in the pursuit of an ideal. Although we 
do not share the ideals which he followed, we cannot but admire 
the unwavering fortitude and firmness of the purpose he displayed.” 

The Naujawan Bharat Sabha of which Bhagat Singh was one 
of the founder-members at its all India-Conference, held at Lahore 
on December 26 and 27, 1929, under the presidentship of Comrade 


17 Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol, No. 9, p. 4—7 

18 Quoted by Kali Charan Ghosh in the Roll of Honour , p. 404 
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Suhasini Nambiar passed the following resolution on the “Marty* 
rdom of Jatin Das.” 

“This conference pays its homage to the martyr Jatindra Das 
on his exemplary self-sacrifice and lays the responsibility for his 
death on the shoulders of the Government.” 

Soon after the death of Das, the Jail Inquiry Committee 
submitted its recommendations, providing facilities to political 
prisoners. Consequently, Bhagat Singh and others abandoned their 
hunger-strike. But the Government started adopting delaying tactics 
in the implementation of the recommendations of the Jail Inquiry 
Committee. Bhagat Singh, the high-spirited and courageous man 
that he was, was not prepared to take those dilly-dally tactics 
lying down. Therefore, on the 20th of January, 1930, he sent a 
telegram to the Home Member, Government of India, through the 
special Magistrate warning the Government about their apathy and 
backing out from the assurances given to them, and called upon 
it to take a final decision within a week. On the 28th of January, 
1930, he submitted another petition to the Home Member, 
Government of India, to the following effect. 

“Suspended hunger-strike on assurance given by the Jail 
committee that the question of the treatment of political prisoners 
was going to be finally settled to our satisfaction within a very short 
period. Copies A.I.GC. Resolutions regarding hunger-strike 
withheld by jail authorities. Authorties refused Congress deputat¬ 
ion to meet the prisoners. The conspiracy-case under-trials were 
assaulted brutally on the 23rd and the 24th Oct, 1929, by the 
orders of the high police officials.” 

Sd/-Bhagat Singh, 1 ® 

Dutt and others” 

The Government interpretted that petition, as prompted by 
outside politicians. Complaints about assaults on the 23rd and 
24th of October were denied under the garb of their forcible removal 
to the court. As a result, Bhagat Singh and others had to go on 

19 Home Department (Political), Government of India (1930), File No. 
137 p. 26 
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another strike for two weeks in February 1930, which forced the 
Government to frame rules implementing the main recommendat¬ 
ions of the Committee. Thus, after undergoing a formidable ordjal, 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades succeeded in obtaining better 
facilities for the political prisoners. 



7 


TRIAL IN THE SAUNDERS 
MURDER CASE 


WHILE Bhagat Singh’s epic struggle for jail reforms was in pro¬ 
gress, his historic trial in the Saunders Murder Case (or the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case, 1929 as it came to be known) also started in the 
court of the Special Magistrate It was held in the jail itself on the 
10th of July, 1929. In that case, 24 persons were involved. Of them 
six 1 were at large. Of the remaining 18, three were discharged under 
various sections. 2 The remaining 15, including Phonindra Nath 
Ghosh, Bhagat Singh, were put on trial. Seven others namely, Ram 
Saran Das, Braham Dutt, Jai Gopal, Manmohan Banerjee. Hans 
Raj Vohra and Lalit Kumar Mukherjee turned approvers. Later, 
the first two were regarded as unreliable and the prosecution case 
rested on the evidence of the remaining five. 

All the young patriots decided not to take the case seriously 
and adopted an attitude of indifference. Various methods were 
devised by Bhagat Singh and his comrades to shun the court and 
its proceedings. The chief tactics adopted by Bhagat Singh was the 
singing of the revolutionary songs and the raising of slogans, and 
the others used to join him and thus, obstructed the proceedings 
of the court, which, in his opinion, were just a farce. At times, they 
refused to attend the court and had to be forcibly taken there. In 
this connection, some instances from the Government records are 

1 The six absconding persons were Bhagwan Das, Chandrasekhar Azad, 
Kailashpati, Bhagwati Charan, Yashpal and Sat Gurdyal 

2 They were Agya Ram, Surinder Nath Pande and B.K. Dutt 
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worth quoting. 

On December 19, Bhagat Singh came to the court and asked 
permission to sing a song in memory of the Kakori martyrs. All 
the accused joined him. On January 24, 1930, in celebration of 
Lenin Day, most of the accused came to the court wearing red 
scarves. The accused talked and after every few minutes raised their 
usual revolutionary slogans. Bhagat Singh demanded that a tele¬ 
gram of congratulations should be despatched to the President, 
Third International Moscow. 3 

But the greatest difficulty before the Special Magistrate was 
the absence of the under-trials and their legal counsel from the 
court, because under the existing law, he could not proceed with 
the case in the absence of the accused, In order to overcome these 
difficulties, particularly to dispense with their presence in the court, 
the Punjab Government approached the Government of India. The 
latter promulgated an Ordniance No. Ill of 1930 on 1st May, 1930. 
That Ordinance entrusted the trial of the case to a Special Tribunal 
like the one which tried the Ghadrites during the World War I, to 
be constituted by the Chief Justice of the High Court of Judicature 
at Lahore, consisting of the High Court judges and to invest that 
tribunal with powers to deal with ‘wilful obstruction’. 

Under the Ordinance III of 1930, a Special Tribunal 4 , consis- 

3 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1930 File No 172/ 
30, p. 14. Even that demand was not acceded to 

4 Originally, the Tribunal consisted of Justices J, Coldstream (Chairman). 
Agha Haidar and G.C. Hilton. On 12th May, 1930, there was a wordy 
duel between the Tribunal and the under-trial prisoners The Chairman, Mr. 
Justice Coldstream, ordered the handcuffing of the accused and their forcible 
removal from the court. That order was recorded and signed by Justice 
Coldstream and Justice G.C. Hilton. The third member justice Agha Haider 
(Indian) refused to be a party to that order and wrote his dissenting note. 
Consequently, Bhagat Singh and his comrades boycotted the court proceedings 
and demanded an apology from the Chairman. Later, they demanded his 
removal from the Tribunal. In order to resolve that deadlock the Government 
sent Justice Coldstream on long leave and dropped Justice Agha Haider who 
had declined to submit to the dictates of his colleagues. In their place, two 
new members, J. K. Tapp and Justice Abdul Qadir were appointed, and 
Justice G.C. Hilton took over as Chairman. This reconstituted Tribunal started 
jts proceedings on the 21st of June, 1930 
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ting of Justice G. C. Hilton, Abdul Qadir and J. K. Tapp, was 
constituted. The Tribunal started the proceedings of the case in 
the Poonch House, Lahore, on the 5th of May, 1930, at 10a.m. 
The revolutionaries to be tried came at two minutes past ten. “They 
shouted revolutionary slogans for a short time and then for a period 
of eight minutes altogether they chanted a revolutionary hymn.” 5 6 

One of them, presumably Bhagat Singh, requested for the 
adjournment of the Tribunal for a fortnight to enable him to prepare 
and formulate arguments to prove that the constitution of the 
Tribunal was ultra vires. That request was rejected by the Court. 
M.C.H. Cardon Noad, Government Advocate, opened the case 
for the prosecution. Bhagat Singh and his comrades were charged 
with “a conspiracy and war against the King Emperor by murder, 
dacoity, and other methods, including the manufacture and use of 
bombs.” 6 

J.N. Sanyal, one of the accused, rose from his seat to address 
the court on behalf of Mahabir Singh, B. K. Dutt, Dr Gaya 
Prasad Nigam and Kundan Lai and on his own behalf. He began 
to make a speech which contained a ‘violent political attack upon 
the British Government’, as the Tribunal put it. He was stopped 
and the paper was taken away from him by the court. He drew the 
attention of the court to the final paragraph which ran, as under : 

“For these reasons, we decline to be a party to this farcical 
show and, henceforth, we shall not take any part in the procee¬ 
dings of the court.” 7 

in that case, too, Bhagat Singh declined to have a legal 
counsel to defend his case, because he was inimical to such instit¬ 
ution itself, being a true revolutionary. But, on the insistence of 
friends and relations, he agreed to have a legal adviser to watch 
the proceedings of the Tribunal and to give him advice on lines of 
cross-examination. He further stated in the court that the legal 
adviser would neither cross-examine the witness, nor address the 

5 Proceedings of the case, known as ‘‘The Lahore Conspiracy Case” held 
in the Poonch House, Lahore by the Special Tribunal, p- 1 

6 Lahore Conspiracy Case (1929) Judgement, (typed) p. 12 

7 Proceedings of ihe Case known as “The Lahore Conspiracy Case” p. 2 
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court. He accepted Duni Chand as his legal adviser. 

Unperturbed by the proceedings and the gravity of the case, 
Bhagat Singh occupied himself with the reading of various types 
of books and, thus, acquired more and more knowledge Of revo- 
lut ions. This thing is evident from the contents of a letter 8 he wrote 
to his friend, Jai Dev Gupta, on the 24th of July, 1930, in which he 
requested him to send the following books with Kulbir, his younger 
brother: 

1. Militarism 

2. Why men Fight 

3. Soviet at Work 

4. Collapse af II International 

5. Left Wing Communism 

5. Mutual Aid 

7. Field , Factories and Workshop 

8. Civil War in France 

9. Land Revolution in Russia 

10. Theory of Historical Materialism 

11. Feasant in Prosperity and Debt 

The titles of these books very much suggest the political thinking 
and bent of Bhagat Singh’s mind. He used to requisition books so 
frequently that it was a problem for the jail authorities to scrutinize 
them. Once, the Jailor asked Bhagat Singh, “Do you really read 
these books ? I find it difficult to censor them, rather find no 
lime.” Bhagat Singh's reply surprised the Jailor. He said, “1 do 
read these books and you can pick any of them and ask me a 
question about any chapter. I shall tell you what is written in 
there.” 9 

Azad’s Scheme of Freeing Bhagat Singh 

While the case against Bhagat Singh was in progress, the 
Central Committee of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Asso- 

8 Original letter is with ttukar Singh, Bhagat Niwas, Pradaman Nagar, 
Saharanpur (U.P.) 

9 Statement of Kultar Singh Sandhu, brother of Bhagat Singh, Bhagat 
Niwas, Pardaman Nagar, Saharanpur tU.PJ, dated the 22nd of December, 
1966 
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ciation met and decided to intensify its activities and to free 
Bhagat Singh. In pursuance of those decisions, an attempt was 
made to wreck the special train carrying the Viceroy and his party 
on the 23rd of December. 1919, near the Delhi Railway Station. 
The first two bogies (No. 8 & 9) were damaged, but the Viceroy 
escaped unhurt. 

The plan devised to free Bhagat Singh from the jail went like 
this. Some comrades were to watch the timings and the manner in 
which Bhagat Singh was taken to the Borstal Jail which he used to 
visit often for consultation with his other comrades. Then on the 
day fixed, an assault was to be launched at the time when Bhagat 
Singh and Dutt came out of the jail gate but before they entered 
the police van. Azad was placed in charge of the scheme. Accor¬ 
dingly, bombs were manufactured for the purpose. On the 28th 
of May, 1930, they went to the bank of the Ravi to test a bomb. 
That testing proved tragic. The bomb, when thrown, exploded 
dangerously near Bhagwati Charan, who died instantaneously. 
Undeterred by the death of a comrade, Azad was determined to 
execute his plan. Accordingly, one day they came to Lahore for an 
attack on the police party at the Borstal Jail to free Bhagat Singh 
and Dutt, while being taken to the Central Jail. But the scheme 
miscarried, as Azad’s plan was upset at the last moment due to the 
fact that the police van picked up the two prisoners right at the 
mouth of the jail gate instead of a few paces away from the gate, 
as usual. 

Throughout his trial, Bhagat Singh did not offer any defence, 
because for him the trial meant more a platform for propagating 
his ideas for the country’s freedom than an occasion for saving 
himself. On the 20ih of September, 1930, when it became evident 
that Bhagat Singh was due to get the death penalty, Kishan Singh, 
Bhagat Singh’s father, swayed by parental love and sentiments 
made an attempt to save his son from the gallows. Accordingly, 
he submitted a petition to the Tribunal with a copy to the Viceroy 
asking for permission to prove that Bhagat Singh was not in 
Lahore on the day of Saunders’ murder. He wanted to establish an 
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alibi. The concluding paragraph of his petition 10 read, as under : 

“Bhagat Singh was in Calcutta on the day of occurrence # and 
he actually wrote and despatched a letter to one, Ram Lai, 
Manager of the Khaddar Bhandar, Pari Mahal, Lahore, which 
was duly received by him. They are respectable gentlemen to swear 
that Bhagat Singh was in Calcutta on the day of occurrence. I can 
produce them, if I am given an opportunity, according to justice, 
or that they may be called as court witnesses in the interests of 
justice, equity and good conscience. The question in this case is of 
life and death. The right of defence is to be jealously preserved for 
the accused. If an opportunity of defence would have been given, 
I would have exposed according to the Evidence Act, Section 155, 
who the witnesses for the prosecution are and what is their posi¬ 
tion in life and what are their objects in giving the evidence, when 
and how they were made witnesses. I humbly pray that Bhagat 
Singh may be given an opportunity to produce the defence.” 11 For 
Bhagat Singh a defence and that, too, of such a nature was incon¬ 
sistent with his principles, so he wrote a letter to his father 
strongly opposing and condemning his move. That letter is an 
important document, which reflects the young Bhagat’s lofty ideali¬ 
sm and is a remarkable piece of writing or, if I may say so, it is a 
masterpiece of revolutionary literature. 

No Defence *• Letter to Father 
The Letter reads 
A Severe Blow 

“I was astounded to learn that you had submitted a petition 
to the members of the Special Tribunal in connection with my 
defence. This intelligence proved to be too severe a blow to be 
borne with equanimity. It has upset the whole equilibrium of my 
mind. I have not been able to understand how you could think it 
proper to submit such a petition at this stage and in these circum¬ 
stances. In spite of all the sentiments and feelings of a father, I 

10 Extract from the petition submitted by Kishan Singh dated 30th 
September, 1930 

11 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1931 File No. 
4/20/31 and The Tribune , dated the 30th September, 1930 



TRIAL IN THE SAUNDERS MURDER CASB 


81 


don’t think you were at all entitled to make such a move on my 
behalf without even consulting me. You know that in the political 
field, my views have always differed with those of yours. I have 
always been acting independently, without having cared for your 
approval or disapproval. 

No Desire to Defend 

“I hope you can recall to yourself that since the very beginning 
you have been trying to convince me to fight my case very seriously 
and to defend myself properly. But you also know that 1 was 
always opposed to it. I never had any desire to defend myself, and 
never did I seriously think about it, whether it was a mere vague 
ideology or that I had certain arguments to justify my position, is 
a different question and that cannot be discussed here. 

Defence on Political Grounds 

“You know that we have been pursuing a definite policy in 
this trial. Every action of mine ought to have been consistent with 
that policy, my principles and the programme. At present, the 
circumstances were altogether different, but had the situation been 
otherwise, even then I would have been the last man to offer 
defence. I had only one idea before me throughout the trial, i. e. 
to show complete indifference towards the trial in spite of the 
serious nature of the charges against us. I have always been of 
opinion that all the political workers should be indifferent and 
should never bother about the legal fight in the law courts and 
should boldly bear the heaviest possible sentences inflicted upon 
them. They may defend themselves but always from purely political 
considerations and never from a personal point of view. Our policy 
in this trial has always been consistent with this principle. Whether 
we were successful in that or not is not for me to judge. We have 
always been doing our duty quite disinterestedly. 

Life, not so precious 

“In the statement acccompanying the text of the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case Ordinance, the Viceroy had stated that the accused 
in this case were trying to bring both law and justice into contempt. 
The situation afforded us an opportunity to show to the public 
whether we were trying to bring law into contempt or whether others 
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were doing so. People might disagree with us on this point. You 
might be one of them. Blit that never meant that such mpves 
should be made on my behalf without my consent or even without my 
knowledge. My life is not so precious—at least to me—as you may 
probably think it to be. It is not at all worth buying at the cost of 
my principles. There are other comrades of mine whose case is as 
serious as mine. We had adopted a common policy, and have so far 
stood shoulder to shoulder, so shall we stand to the last no matter 
how dearly we have to pay individually for it. 

“Father, I am quite perplexed. I fear I might overlook the ordi¬ 
nary principles of etiquette, and my language may become a little 
bit harsh while criticizing or rather censuring this move on your 
part. Let me be candid. I feel as though I have been stabbed in the 
back. Had any other person done it, I would have considered it to 
be nothing short of treachery. But, in your case, let me say that it 
has been a weakness—a weakness of the worst type. 

Father Failed in Test 

“This was the time when everybody’s mettle was being tested. 
Let me say, father, you have failed. J know you are as sincere a 
patriot as one can be. I know you have devoted your life to the 
cause of Indian independence, but why at this moment have you 
displayed such a weakness ? I cannot understand. 

Move Disapproved 

“In the end I would like to inform you and my other friends and 
all the people interested in my case, that I have not approved of 
your move. 1 am still not at all in favour of offering my defence. 
Even if the Court had accepted that petition submitted by some of 
my co-accused regarding defence, etc., I would have not defended 
myself. My applications submitted to the Tribunal regarding my 
interview during the hunger-strike were misinterpreted and it was 
published in the press that I was going to offer defence, though in 
reality I was never willing to offer any defence. I still hold the same 
opinion as before. My friends in the Borstal Jail will be taking it 
as a treachery and betrayal on my part. I shall not even get an 
opportunity to clear my position before them. 

“I want that public should know all the details about this 
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complication and, therefore, I request you to publish this letter.” 12 

According to the findings of the trial court of the Lahore Cons¬ 
piracy Case (1929). the evidence against Bhagat Singh in the case 
was three-fold in character. 

(a) The eye-witness, who saw him committing the murder and 
retreating after it. The witness, who identified him. 

(b) The evidence of two approvers, Jai Gopal and Hans Raj 
Vohra, who were with him as participants in the murder. 

( c ) The posters (Scott is dead) written by Bhagat Singh, and 
proved to be so by the hand-writing experts. 

On the basis of these facts and findings, Bhagat Singh was con¬ 
victed under Section 121 and Section 302 of the Indian Penal Code 
and also under Section 4(b) of the Explosive Substances Act read 
with Section 6(f) of that Act and with Section 120 (b) of the Indian 
Penal Code, The Judgement in the case was pronounced on the 
7th of October, 1930. For Bhagat Singh, the sentence read as under : 

‘‘Having regard to the deliberate and cowardly murder in 
which he took part and to his position as a leading member of the 
conspiracy, he is sentenced to be hanged by the neck till he is 
dead.” 13 

Like Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru were also sentenced 
to death. Of the rest. Shiv Varma, Kishori Lai, Gaya Prasad, Jaidev 
Kapoor, Bcjoy Kumar Sinha, Mahabir Singh and Kamalnath 
Tewari were sentenced to transportation for life. Kundan Lai and 
Prem Dutt were awarded imprisonment for seven and five years 
respectively. Ajoy Ghosh, J.N. Sanyal and Deo Raj were acquitted. 
Of those absconding, Bhagwati Charan met with an accident in a 
bomb-explosion in May, 1930, to which reference has been made 
earlier in this chapter, and Chandra Sekhar Azad was killed in an 
encounter with the police in the Azad Park, Allahabad in February, 
1931. 

Commenting on the trial of Bhagat Singh and his comrades, 

12 Published in The Tribune , dated 4th October, 1930. 

13 Lahore Conspiracy Case (1929); Judgement in the case of Bhagat 
Singh, dated the 7th of October, 1930. 
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the Communist Party of Great Britain, wrote, “The history of this 
so called trial, unparalleled in the history of political persecution, 
is characterized by the most inhuman and brutal treatment, which is 
the outcome of a frantic desire on the part of the Labour Imperialist 
Government to strike terror into the hearts of an oppressed 
people.” 14 Condemning the action of the British Government vis-a- 
vis Bhagat Singh, the International Press Correspondence of Berlin 
wrote in its issue of the 19th of March, 1931 : “The Lahore conspir¬ 
acy political frame up and the Meerut conspiracy political frame up 
were initiated by the brutal imperial butcher, MacDonald. Judicial 
murder is the slogan in order that British imperialism may retain 
its stranglehold on the bodies of the colonial peoples.” 

Bhagat Singh’s trial forms a glorious chapter in his life. His 
idealism was loftier than the Himalayas and his pursuance of that 
idealism to see the country free is nothing short of a yogic feat with 
no parallel. He fought for this idealism against heavy odds and never 
faltered. He had the audacity to rebuke his father for the latter’s 
attempt to make him step down from the pedestal of his idealism. 
The other accused, no doubt, were of no less calibre but he often 
shed light to make their path of action clear and well-lighted. 


14 Quoted from the International Press Correspondence, dated the 19tb 

of March 1931, published from Berlin. 
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ON the 7th of October, 1930, the day the sentence was pro¬ 
nounced by the Special Tribunal, Bhagat Singh was not present in 
the court. Therefore to read out the sentence, the state advocate 
along with the Superintendent came to the barracks in the jail, 
where Bhagat Singh and his co-workers were sitting. Addressing 
Bhagat Singh, he said, “Sardar Bhagat Singh, very sorry, the court 
has awarded you the death-sentence.” Bhagat Singh replied that 
there was no question of feeling sorry and that he had already 
heard it. 

The state advocate could not help saying, “You are brave. I 
appreciate your bravery, but this youth is not fit for this punish¬ 
ment. One day, you could have made a good political leader.” 
What a silent patriot the state advocate was ! 

Bhagat Singh replied, “It is good if one gets, such punishment 
in youth. My ciders used to quote Kabir. 

“Jis marne te jaq dare , mere man anand 

Marne te hi paye pooran parmanand 

(The death that frightens the world, brings joy to my mind, 

because by dying only one obtains absolute bliss) 

The recitation of this hymn by Bhagat Singh shows that death, 
which is considered dreadful by an ordinary man was welcome to 
him, as it alone could bring real satisfaction and everlasting peace 
to his soul because of the sacred cause for which he was going to 
lay down his life. 

The state advocate further advised Bhagat Singh to put in a 
mercy petition. Bhagat Singh retorted, “There is no need.” On 
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being asked by the advocate the reasons for not accepting his 
advice, Bhagat Singh replied, “It is of no use. We don’t expect 
justice from these imperialist courts. At present, the British officials 
are bent upon crushing the Indian youngmen. There is no mercy, 
this award will stand. To die bravely is better than begging from 
the enemy. I am the parwana of the flame of liberty.” 

Then the Superintendent asked Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and 
Rnjguru to move to Cell No 14 l and ordered his Lambardar (head 
orderly) to shift their luggage- Before leaving they embraced their 
comrades. Bhagat Singh gave them the following message before 
parting : 

“Friends, this meeting and parting is permanent (final). We 
may not be able to meet again. When you complete your imprison¬ 
ment and go home, don't get involved in worldly affairs. Unless 
you drive out the British from India and establish a socialist demo¬ 
cracy, don’t sit comfortably. This is my last message to you.” 

During the period between the date of the award of the 
sentence and the date of kissing the gallows. Bhagat Singh confined 
himself to the study of various books like the biography of Lenin, 
the Communist Manifesto of Marx, etc. Baba Chuhar Singh 2 , who 
was undergoing his sentence in the same jail in connection with his 
participation in the Ghadr movement used to come and meet Bhagat 
Singh occasionally. The two, the old and the young revolutionaries, 
used to talk off and on. The following extract shows the nature of 
their occasional talks : 

“Baba Jec,” said Bhagat Singh, “the imperialist British do not 
care for the popular urge. The Gandhi Viceroy meetings are on. 
The results of these meetings will do us no good. We three will not 
be let free and will be hanged. The Congress policy is weak, refor- 


1 Celt No. 14 in the Central Jail, Lahore, was the one where the 
prisoners sentenced to death were kept till their hanging. The prisoners were 
to slay in that celt day and night 

2 Baba Chuhar Singh, son of Buia Singh of the village of Lttan, 
Ludhiana District, wasanoid Ghadrite, who was convicted in the the first 
Lahore Conspiracy Case (1915) and was sentenced to transportation for life 
a long with the forfeiture of his property 
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matory and constitutional. The constitutionalists are always useless 
for the revolutionary interests. They strengthen the hands of the 
enemy. The opportunist enemy makes an agreement to save his 
skin after some give and take. When the question of implementa¬ 
tion arises, it throws the paper on which the agreement is written 
into the wastepaper basket. So many pacts were made previously, 
but nothing materialized,” 

The Baba replied “This statement of yours is correct.” 

Sant Randhir Singh of Narangwal was also undergoing life 
imprisonment in the Lahore Central Jail, as a result of his convic¬ 
tion in the Lahore Conrpiracy Case II (1916) on account of his 
propaganda in favour of the Ghadr Movement during the early years 
of World War I. Once Bhagat Singh expressed his desire to meet 
this religious personage through Baba Chuhar Singh. The request 
was put off at first, but at last the Jail Superintendent permitted 
Sant Randhir Singh and Bhagat Singh to have an open meeting on 
the 4th of October 1930, the day of the release of the former. 

During that period Bhagat Singh’s parents came and met him 
many times. The last meeting, i.e. the one before Bhagat Singh’s 
execution was on 3rd March, 1931. It was an interesting one 
and the details are worth mentioning. Kishan Singh was accompa¬ 
nied by his entire family. Seeing his father, Bhagat Singh came 
near the bars of the cell. His father caressed him through the bars. 
Bibi Amar Kaur, Kulbir Singh and Kultar Singh, Bhagat Singh’s 
sister and younger brothers met him smilingly. Bhagat Singh’s mot¬ 
her was the last to meet and fondle her son — Bluiganwala—as she 
used to call him. Fondling Bhagat Singh, she said, ’‘Son, don’t leave 
your stand. One day, everybody has to die. But the best death is 
one which is remembered by the whole world. I am happy that my 
son is making this sacrifice for a good and noble cause. My only 

desire is that my son should shout the Slogan 'Inquilab Zindabad' 

standing on the gallows. My son’s weight should increase, not 
decrease.”* 

3 Interview by the writer with the mother of Bhagat Singh on 10th April, 
1967 at Pardaman Nagar, Saharanpur 
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Imagine the spirit of sacrific evinced by the Shaheed's mother 
in the cause of her motherland. How deep was her love fog the 
nation! What a wonderful blessing she bestowed on her son ! 

“Mother, it will be as you say,” assured Bhagat Singh. 

Kishan Singh : Son, perhaps there may be one more meeting. 

Bhagat Singh : Have you learnt anything ? 

Kishan Singh : Yes. 

Bhagat Singh : What is that thing ? 

Kishan Singh: The commutation of yours, Rajguru’s and 
Sukhdev’s death sentences has not been accepted. According to 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact, which has been finalized, only the Congress 
prisoners will be released, but none of the revolutionary prisoners. 
By using his powers, the Viceroy can change the death sentence, but 
he does not agree to use them. 

Bhagat Singh : I was saying from the very beginning that no¬ 
body would change our sentence. The hangman’s noose will be put 
around our necks. This is not a new thing. 

Kishan Singh : I have learnt another thing also. 

Bhagat Singh : What is that other thing ? 

Kishan Singh : Mahatma Gandhi has said that if these three 
youngmen are to be hanged, it should be done before the all India 
Congress Session to be held at Karachi (now in West Pakistan). 

Bhagat Singh : When is this Karachi Session being held ? 

Kishan Singh : Towards the end of this month. 

Bhagat Singh : Father, then it is a matter of great rejoicing. 
Summer is approaching. It is better to die than roast ourselves in 
this cell. Elders say that after death one gets a better life. I shall 
be reborn in India. Perhaps, I may have to face the British once 
again. My country should win independence. 

In the end, Kishan Singh advised Bhagat Singh not to lose 
heart but be in fighting mettle Addressing his brothers before par¬ 
ting, Bhagat Singh said, “Brothers, don’t lose heart. After I am 
dead, don’t give up the service of the country and of the people. 
Sacrifice yourselves at the altar of the nation.” They assured him 
that they would act upon his advice- All of them departed exchang¬ 
ing their last greetings with Bhagat Singh. 
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Legal Battle not Over 

After the pronouncement of the death-sentence, the legal battle 
was not yet over. The Def nee Council, which was composed of 
prominent public men, including leaders like Lala Duni Chand, Dr 
Gopi Chand, etc., decided that a petition for leave to appeal be 
sent to the Privy Council. Accordingly, it applied to the Privy Cou¬ 
ncil for leave to appeal with a view first, to challenging the legality 
of the Ordinance, and secondly, to spread knowledge of India’s 
fight for freedom in countries abroad. On the lOlh of February, 
1931, that petition was rejected by the Privy Council. The rejection 
could not damp the enthusiasm of the people and their leaders. On 
the 14th of February, 1931, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya subm¬ 
itted an appeal to the Viceroy, requesting him to use his preroga¬ 
tive of mercy in commuting their sentences to transportation for 
life on the grounds of humanity 4 . A copy of Pandit Malaviya’s 
appeal is given in Appendix D. On the 16th of February, 1931, 
Messrs Jiwan Lai, Baljit and Sham Lail 5 moved a writ of habeas 
corpus in the High Court challenging the legality of their detention 
and proposed execution of the death-sentences on the ground that 
the original date of execution (sometime in October 1930) having 
passed and Tribunal had ceased to exist. But that writ was turned 
down on the 20th of February, 1931. 

The rejection of the leave for appeal by the Privy Council and 
other petitions by the Government of India created a stir in the 
country. A country wide agitation for the commutation of the 
death-sentences of the trio was launched. Commenting on the agita¬ 
tion, The Tribune of Lahore wrote, “The agitation was nation-wide 
and was participated in by hundreds of thousands of people in the 
Punjab and by a very large number of people in other Provinces.” 6 
Memorials signed by lacs of people asking for the commutation 
were sent both to the Viceroy and to the British Government. A 
copy of one such memorial is given in Appendix D The newspapers 

4 Home Department (Political), Government of India 1931, File No. 
4/20/31, p. 4 

5 They were counsels for the prisoners 

6 The Tribune, dated the 26th of March, 1931 
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filled in pages and pages for their release. Lacs of telegrams were 
sent to the British Ministers and the Viceroy. Even some members 
of the House of Commons urged the Viceroy for the commutation, 
as is evident from the following telegram sent by them from 
London, received in India on the 6th of March, 1931 at 7.55 p.m. 

“House of Commons Independent Labour Party 

Group earnestly urges you in view of truce 

Pardon Lahore Conspiracy Case prisoners.” 7 

The Naujawan Bharat Sabha, which was declared illegal in 
May, 1930 was revived in India, though in a camouflaged form in 
February. 1931 to carry on the agitation. In this connection, the 
Government fortnightly report reads : 

“This news of the rejection by the Privy Council of the appli¬ 
cation in the conspiracy-case prisoners for leave to appeal started 
an energetic campaign to secure signatures to a memorial praying 
for the reprieve of those sentenced to death. The Committee which 
has conducted this campaign is avowedly a camouflaged revival of 
the Naujawan Bharat Sabha.” 8 

The youth of the Punjab were parliculary agitated on the rejec¬ 
tion of the appeal by the Privy Council. They issued numerous 
posters exhorting the people to avenge this national insult. One of 
these is worth quoting, which indicates the way the campaign was 
run by the Indian youth. This poster in Urdu was entitled ‘The 
Punjab Avenging Party shall have blood’, was published at Lahore 
and was circulated extensively in Lahore, Amritsar and Phillaur. 
The leaflet read : 

“Are not the intrepid youths of India ashamed of remaining 
unmoved by daily oppressions ? Are you not moved at the sight 
of the moths of Indian freedom being done to death ? Are you 
wholly devoid of feelings of patriotism ? Can’t your sense of hon¬ 
our be aroused at the sight of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru 

7 This telegram was sent by Maxton, Kinley, Brockway, Jowelt and 
others (Home Department [Political|, Government of India, 1932, File No. 
11/28/3/ K.W.) 

8 Home Department (Political) Government of India, 1931 File No. 18— 
1/31, Fortnightly Report on Internal Political Situation for February 1931 
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ascending the gallows ? Even if your sense of feeling has left you, 
it is your primary duty to teach a lesson to the Government of 
India for its high-handedness. At the murder of an insignificant 
police officer, Mr. Saunders, the whole English nation feels, as if 
its very existence is in danger, but it is to your shame that three 
of your brethern should be hanged and you should not jump into 
the field to take vengeance. 

“You should have spread the fire of revolution from one 
corner of India to all its corners when the sentence of death was 
passed on Bhagat Singh and his confederates and should have 
proved a message of death not for one Governor, but for scores 
of them.” 9 10 

Commenting on the agitation. Dr P. Sitaramayya says, “The 
country was greatly agitated over the impending executions. Con¬ 
gressmen themselves were anxious to explore the goodwill prevalent 
all round for securing this commutation.”^ 

Mahatma Gandhi also raised the question of commutation of 
the death-sentence of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev with 
Lord Irwin, the then Viceroy of India, during their conversation in 
February and March 1931, before the conclusion of the historic 
Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931. The Viceroy, however, did not agree, 
though he had the right to commute the sentences. He expressed 
his inability to help. Mahatma Gandhi did not make it a condition 
of the settlement, though he could have done so. He felt that it was 
not in the larger interests of the country. In that connection, 
Gandhi himself wrote, in his Young India, “I might have made the 
commutation a term of the settlement. It could not be so made... 
The Working Committee had agreed with me in not making 
commutation a condition precedent to truce. I could, therefore, only 
mention it.” It shows that if the Mahatma had wished, he could 
have insisted and got their commutation agreed to. But a ‘leader* 

9 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1931 File No. 
18/111, Fortnightly Reports, p. 4 

10 Sitaramayya, Dr P. The History of the Indian National Congress, Vol. 
1, Bombay (1916), p. 442 
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who could go to the extent of stating to the Viceroy, that ‘if the 
boys should be hanged, they had better be hanged before the Con¬ 
gress (Karachi) Session, than after it,” 11 could hardly be expected 
to secure the commutation of the death-sentences of Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades. It will not be out of place to mention here that 
Mahatma Gandhi even refused to co-operate with the prominent 
leaders in the matter of raising a memorial to these three heroes 
after their execution. On being approached by the AH India Bhagat 
Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev Memorial Committee 12 , Lahore, to 
assist in raising a memorial to those three national heroes, he rep¬ 
lied to the General Secretary of the Committee as under : 

Dated 20th June, 1931 

“Dear Friend, 

I have your letter of the 13th instant. Your reasoning does 
not appeal to me at all. A memorial erected in honour of anybody 
undoubtedly means that the memorialists would copy the deeds of 
those in whose memory they erect the memorial. It is also an in¬ 
vitation to posterity to copy such deeds. I am, therefore, unable to 
identify myself in any way with the memorial.” 13 

How far the Mahatma was justified in such a refusal to co¬ 
operate and whether it was becoming of a leader like him, I leave 
it to the readers to judge. 

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact was concluded on the 5th ofMarch, 1931 
which provided for the release of all political prisoners, other than 
those involved in violence, (in other words, the revolutionaries). In 
connection with the role of Mahatma Gandhi vis-a-vis Bhagat Singh, 
General Mohan Singh of I.N.A. fame wrote : “He (Mahatma 
Gandhi) could have saved Bhagat Singh from hanging, but delibe¬ 
rately he did not do it. He could have made the question of the 
release of a national hero, a national question.The entire nation 

II Ibid, p. 442 

12 The prominent members of this committee were Dr Satyapal, Baba 
Nihal Singh, Lata Pindi Das, Mehta Anand Kishore, Maulvi Abdul Ghani, Dr. 
Mohammed Alam, Dr. Dharam Vir and Sardul Singh Kaveesher 

13 Home Department (Political), 1931, Government of India. File No. 
4/12 (Secret), p. 16 and 17 
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was prepared to sacrifice itself. With this move he (Mahatma Gan¬ 
dhi) could have saved Bhagat Singh 'and his colleagues from death 
.... But he could not rise above the false prestige of his philosophy 
of non-violence, because Bhagat Singh’s release would have given 
strength to the group of revolutionary heroes, a fact which Mahatma 
Gandhi could not tolerate.” 14 

The Irwin-Gandhi Pact of 1931, which could not provide the 
release of patriots like Bhagat Sihgh and his comrades, was conde¬ 
mned by the progressive forces in the country as ‘a betrayal’. The 
Bombay Committee of Action for Independence comprising Con¬ 
gress workers, Youth Leaguers, Trade Unionists and members of 
the Akali Dal also condemned the agreement as a “Betrayal.” 15 
The Free Press Journal of Bombay commented that ‘The Congress 
Working Committee is open to impeachment on a charge of 
surrender and betrayal.” 16 The public feeling on the failure of the 
Congress to secure the commutation of Bhagat Singh’s death can 
also be judged from the following leaflet distributed to the audience 
at a public meeting held by Mahatma Gandhi at Delhi on the 7th 
of March, 1931, i.e. 2 days atter the conclusion of the pact, 

The leaflet read : 

“Where is peace to-day ? Search the hearts of the mothers 
whose sons have fallen victims to the bullets, or are still awaiting 
the gallows. Ask the wives of those husbands who have left 
them widows or are serving life-long imprisonments in the dungeons 
of a foreign bureaucracy.? Do you remember your duty to the 
martyrs ? Will you be partners to such an ignoble pact ?” 17 

Any nationalist, who fights for the freedom of the country, 
whether with a creed of violence or non-violence is a patriot and, 
if imprisoned, by the alien Government, will ever remain a 
political prisoner. Therefore it was in that context that the above 

14 Mohan Singh, General, I.N.A. Congress NalKharian Kharian p. 70 
and 71 

15 Proceedings of the Home Department (Political), Government of India 
1931, File No. 18/III, Weekly Report of 12th March, 1931, p. 1 

16 Ibid, p. 2 

17 Cp. cit, p. 1 
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leaflet was released to impress upon the public that such a pact 
which created discrimination among the political prisoners should 
be rejected. 

Some people requested Bhagat Singh to apply for mercy to 
to the Governor, which he very boldly declined. On their insistence 
that he should sign a petition for mercy, he gave them a copy of 
the application submitted by him to the Governor, in which he 
had applied to the Government saying, “We have been charged of 
waging war against King Emperor George V. It implies two things, 
first, there is a war between the British nation and the Indian 
nation. We have taken part in that war. Secondly, we arc 
war-prisoners. On this basis, we request that we should be treated 
like war-prisoners and be finished by shooting rather than by 
hanging.” 18 Obviously, that request of Bhagat Singh was rejected. 

Ignoring all the popular demands, the Government stood by 
its decision of executing the sentences of the national heroes. 

The Hangman's Noose 

Because of the insistence of Mahatma Gandhi 19 that these 
boys be hanged before the Karachi Session of the Congress to 
which reference had already been made, it was decided by the 
Government that the execution of their sentence would take place 
on the 23rd of March, 1931. That decision was, thus, communicated 
to the Central Government by the Government of Punjab through 
a telegram : 

“Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev will be executed at 7 

on the evening of March 23rd. The i.ews will be made known 

in Lahore on early morning of March 24th.” 20 

From the preparations, etc. being made in the jail, Baba 
Chuhar Singh could make out that doomsday for his young friends 
had come. So before noon on the 23rd, the Baba went to the cell 

18 It was published in the press on the 20:h of March, 1931 

19 It is presumed that Gandhi insisted on an earlier execution, i.e. before 
the Karachi Session, so that his agreement could be approved of in the All- 
India Congress Conference 

20 Home Department (Political), Government of India, 1931, File No. 
4/21/31, p. 11 
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of Bhagat Singh and informed him that they will be kissing the 
Hangman’s noose that day. Bhaght Singh replied, “It is a matter 
of rejoicing. I am prepared to be hanged.” 

According to normal rules, persons sentenced to death are 
hanged in the morning and the dead bodies are handed over to 
the relations. In this connection, both these rules were disregarded 
by the government, obviously to aviod its political repercussions. 
After the roll-call at 5 p.in. on the 23rd, when all other prisoners 
were in their barracks, preparations for the bath of the three 
heroes were made. They were given a bath in their cells. Before 
being led to the gallows, they were asked to put on black dress— 
another custom of the jail. Bhagat Singh objected to wearing 
black clothes and said that they were neither dacoits, nor mur¬ 
derers nor ordinary criminals. They were state prisoners and 
revolutionaries who fought against the government. The matter 
was reported to the Daroga and the Superintendent by the 
Deputy Superintendent and the Chief Head Warder. The Daroga 
Akbar Khan, came to cell No. 14 and prevailed upon them to 
abide by the rules, as that last-minute struggle over a trifle like 
dress would lead nowhere and did not behove them. Consequently 
Bhagat Singh and his comrades gave in. At quarter to seven, Mr. 
Chopra, Jail Superintendent, the Deputy Commissioner, Lahore, 
the Inspector-General of Police, and the Inspector-General of 
Prisons assembled near the place of their hanging. A few minutes 
before seven, the three were takea out of their cells. The moment 
they came out, they started raising the slogans. “Inquilab 
Zindabab”, “Down, Down Union Jack”, “Up, Up National Flag”, 
“Down with British Imperialism.” When the other prisoners heard 
those solgans they came to know that the end of their comrades had 
come. So, they greeted them with the return of those slogans and 
bade them farewell also, by shouting slogans. 

The hangman reported at 7 p.m. that all preparations were 
complete. The three freedom-fighters kissed the hangman’s noose 
and laid down their lives for the motherland. 

Death and Cremation 

As previously fixed, the dead bodies of the three national 
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heroes were taken to a place on the bank of the Sutlej river near 
Ferozepur stealthily the same night, where all arrangements for 
their cremation had already been made. 

The pyre was lit in the presence of high civil officials. 
It is also said that their bodies were cut into pieces, so that they 
could be burnt in the minimum possible time, but this statement 
has not been verified from Government records, or other authentic 
sources. When the fire surrounded the bodies and blazed, the 
Bristish Officer said, *‘Now 1 go. When it is burnt, throw water on 
it and the ashes and bones should be thrown into the river.” So, 
the officers retired, leaving a small police party there to complete 
the task. After the officers had left, the Police Inspector said, 
“Bring buckets of water and throw them on the pyre. If the bodies 
are not burnt up, it does not matter. We will throw everything in 
the river. It will finish our jobs soon.” His orders were obeyed by 
the constables. In the light of torches and a lantern, they picked up 
all the unburnt wood, bones, ashes, etc. and threw them into the 
river. Thinking that everything had been thrown into the river, 
they also retired. 

If the reader will remember Bhagat Singh’s discourse with 
Chuhar Singh and Bhai Randhir Singh, he (Bhagat Singh) had died 
only a physical death, but not a spiritual one. He had saved his 
soul and the soul of India, too. His soul soared above and went on 
spreading light for the millions in India and elsewhere to fight for 
and die for the freedom of the motherland. 

The following notice was issued by the District Magistrate, 
Lahore and was found pasted at different places in the city on the 
morning of the 24th of March, 1931. 

“The public are hereby informed that the dead bodies of 
Bhagat Singh. Rajguru and Sukhdev, who were hanged yesterday 
evening (March 23) were taken out of the jail to the bank of the 
Sutlej where they were cremated according to Sikh and Hindu rites 
and their remains were also thrown into the water.” 21 

21 Quoted from the Roll of Honour, Anecdotes of Indian Martyrs; by 
Rali Charan Ghosh, p. 410 
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The following day, the news spread throughout the country. 
Some adventurous people also succeeded in locating the place of 
their cremation* According to the statement of Jai Dev Gupta, some 
volunteers who had seen the fire burning at night came to Lahore 
and conveyed the news to the relations af Bhagat Singh. On getting 
that information Amar Kaur with Jai Dev Gupta went and located 
the spot. They collected some bones. These bones were brought by 
them to Lahore, where a procession was taken out. Thousands of 
people visited the place and collected the remaining ashes, regarding 
them as highly sacred. 

The newspapers carried banner headlines conveying the news 
of their martyrdom. Mass meetings and demonstrations were held 
throughout the length and breadth of the country to express 
condolences upon the executions of the national heroes. Rich 
tributes were paid by all sections of the people, their supreme 
sacrifices were commended and the government action, particularly 
after the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, was highly condemned in the press 
(both Indian and foreign) and also from the platform. Condemning 
the execution of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru. The Tribune 
of Lahore wrote in its editorial: 

“Few mistakes made by the British Government in India 
in recent years are comparable either in their magnitude or 
their seriousness with its failure to commute the death-sentences of 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev.” 82 

The Daily Worker of New York commenting on this action of 
the Labour Government, wrote, “The three Lahore prisoners, 
Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev, fighters for the independence 
of India, have been executed by the British Labour Government in 
the interest of British imperialism. This is one of the bloodiest 
deeds ever undertaken by the British Labour Government, under 
the leadership of Mac Donald ..The execution of the three Indian 
revolutionists on the deliberate political frame-up, on the orders of 
Labour Government shows the length to which the Mac Donald 


22 The Tribune , Lahore, dated the 26th of March, 1931 
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regime will go to save British imperialism.” 23 

In Bengal, a booklet in Hindi entitled “Bhagat Singh Ko 
Birat to” was brought out. That book was forfeited by the Bengal 
Government under Section 99-A of the Criminal Procedure 
Code.” 24 In Punjab, too, a pamphlet in Urdu running into 32 pages 
entitled Sardar Bhagat Singh , published from the Punjab Press, 
Mori Gate, Lahore, was issued describing the bravery and selfless 
sacrifices of Bhagat Singh. This pamphlet was also proscribed by 
the Punjab Government under Section 99-A of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898.” 25 

The meeting of the Calcutta Corporation was adjourned as 
a mark of respect and appreciation of the services of Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades. The Nationalist Party walked out of the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly to register its protest against the executions. The 
Karachi Session of the Congress, too, could not remain unaffected. 
Mahatma Gandhi cancelled all opening processions at Karachi in 
view of the mood of the nation which was at its worst due to his 
anti-national role towards the revolutionaries. 

The Karachi Congress Session 

The execution of Bhagat Singh and his comrades cast a gloom 
over the Karachi Session of the Indian National Congress, which 
was held only three days later. According to Dr P. Sitaramayya, 
“It is no exaggeration to say that at the moment Bhagat Singh’s 
name was as widely known all over India and was as popular as 
Gandhi’s.” 26 This naturally led to sharp criticism of the Gandhi- 
Irwin Pact, particularly from the younger element in the Congress. 
Defending the Pact Vis-a-VLs Bhagat Singh and others, Gandhi 
said, “His plea to the Viceroy to save Bhagat Singh’s life was of 

23 Daily Worker, Now York, U-S.A., dated the 25th of March, 1931 

24 Home Department (Political), Government of India (1931) Fort¬ 
nightly Report for Bengal, p. 3 

25 Home Department (Political), Government of India (1931) File No. 
18/IV/81. Fonnightly Report for April, 1931 

26 Sitaramayya, Dr P. The History af the National Congress , Vol. 1. 
p. 456 
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no avail. I might have done one thing more, you say, 1 might 
have made the commutation a term of the settlement. It could not 
be so made. And to threaten withdrawal would be a breach of 
faith. The Working Committee had agreed with me in not making 
commutation a condition precedent to the truce. I could, therefore, 
only mention it apart from the settlement. I had hoped for 
magnanimity. My hope was not to materialize. But that can be 
no ground for breaking the settlement.” 27 

At the Karachi Session, the resolution on Bhagat Singh was 
more arresting. The wording of the resolution caused a great 
controversy. The moderate elements wanted to admire their bravery 
and sacrifice, while disapproving the methods adopted by these 
young patriots. On the other hand, the younger section objected to 
the inclusion of those words. Eventually, the moderates succeeded 
in their mission and the following resolution on Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades was passed, which shows that the Congress 
appreciated their sacrifices for the nation, but with reservation. 

Bhagat Singh and His Comrades 

“This Congress, while dissociating itself from and disapprov¬ 
ing of political violence in any shape or form, places on record its 
admiration of the bravery, and sacrifice of the late Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades, Sukhdev and Rajguru and mourns with the 
bereaved families the loss of their lives. The Congress is of the 
opinion that this triple execution is an act of wanton vengeance 
and is a deliberate flouting of the unanimous demand of the nation 
for commutation. This Congress is further of the opinion that 
Government have lost the golden opportunity of promoting good¬ 
will between the two nations, admittedly held to be essential at 
this juncture, and of winning over to the method of peace, the 
party which, being driven to despair, resorts to political violence.” 28 

Commenting on the Karachi Resolution, Subhash Chandra 

27 Young India, April 2, 1931 

28 Sitaramayya. Dr P., The History of Indian National Congress, Vol. 
1, p. 456 & 457 



100 


SARDAR BHAGAT SINGH 


Bose said : 

“The circumstances at Karachi were such that the resolution 
had to be swallowed by people who under ordinary circumstances 
would not come within miles of it. So far as the Mahatma was 
concerned, he had to make his conscience over the action some¬ 
what elastic.” 26 

The Volunteers’ Conference passed the resolution without 
the phrase (while dissociating itself from and disapproving of 
of political violence in any shape or form). The phrase became a 
bone of contention subsequently at the Provincial Conferences of 
the Congress. 


29 Quoted from Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Dass, by Hemendranath 
Dasgupta, p. 104 
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Bhagat Singh belongs to that galaxy of freedom-fighters in 
India who considered no sacrifice too great for the sake of the 
liberation of the motherland from the bondage of British imperia¬ 
lism. A man of unrivalled patriotism and matchless courage, he 
laid down his life at the altar of the nation in the prime of his 
youth. Was only 23 years 5 months and 27 days old, when he 
made the supreme sacrifice for India’s freedom. During this short 
span of life, he worked with a selfless spirit in the movement whose 
credo was that India could attain independence only through insu¬ 
rrectionary methods. The ideal before him, was the establishment of 
an independent Socialist Republic in India. 

Netaji’s Tribute 

Paying his tribute to Bhagat Singh in a speech delivered at 
Delhi in the fourth week of March 1931. Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose said. “Bhagat Singh is today not a person, but a symbol. He 
symbolizes the spirit of revolt that has taken possession of the 
country.” 1 At another place, Subhash Chandra Bose observed, 
“Bhagat Singh who set an example of character and patriotism by 
sacrificing himself for the sake of the country’s freedom, was from 
the Sikh community. Today, he is known to be a brave Sikh hero 
throughout the world. The Sikh community has to produce thou- 


1 Home Department (Pol.) Government of India, File No. 18-111 weekly 
report, dated 26th March, 1931 No. 2, p. 2. 
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sands of Bhagat Singhs for the cause of the country”. 2 Similarly 
commenting on the work of Bhagat Singh, Pandit Jawafyar Lai 
Nehru writes, “Bhagat Singh did not become popular because of 
his act of terrorism, but because he seemed to vindicate the honour 
of Lala Lajpat Rai and, through him, of the nation. He became a 
symbol, the act was forgotten, the symbol remained, and within a 
few months each town and village of the Punjab and to a lesser 
extent the whole of northern India resounded with his name. Innu¬ 
merable legends grew up about him and the popularity that the 
man achieved was something amazing” 3 

Describing the qualities of Bhagat Singh, Frank Moraes writes 
in his book. Jawahar Lai Nehru—A Biography : “Bhagat Singh was 
a remarkable personality, an avowed terrorist, audaciously brave, 
with the attractive intellectual face of many agitators and an 
unusually gentle manner of speech.” 4 Bcjoy Kumar Sinha, one of 
Bhagat Singh's comrades-in-arms observed, “In personal life, 
Bhagat Singh was noted for his lovable nature. He had the tempera¬ 
ment of an artist and his eyes would not miss to see the subtle side 
of things. He was an intellectual and it was his deep intellect that 
blended with his extremely sensitive nature, to make him one of 
the finest specimens of India’s revolutionary youth.” 5 

A Most Lovable Person 

Late Mr. Asaf Ali, at one time Governor of Orissa, who 
conducted the assembly bomb case as defence counsel for Bhagat 
Singh and B. K. Dult recalling his meeting with and qualities of 
Bhagat Singh, writes, “A day or two after his arrest I was appro¬ 
ached by his father, Sardar Kishan Singh, who had been sent by 
his friends, to accept Bhagat Singh’s brief. It was an incident of 

2 Home Department (Pol.), Govt, of India (1931) File No. 143. Speech 
of Subhash Chandra Bose delivered at the first sitting of the Central Sikh 
League, held at Amritsar on the 8th of April, 1931. 

3 Nehru, J. L. An Autobiography, New Delhi (1962) p. 175-76. 

4 Moraes, Frank : Jawahar Lai Nehru—A Biography, Bombay (1959. 
p. 131. 

5 The Tribune, dated March 23, 1967 article ‘Sardar Bhagat Singh’by 
Bejoy Kumar Sinha. 
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such grave consequences that, normally, lawyers were not prepared 
to come forward to defend him. After I had accepted the brief, f 
sought an interview with him and his companion. B. K. Dutt, and 
found both of them extremely human and gentle, although one 
would have believed that they would be rather ferocious and hard. 

“I had numerous occasions after that to interview them, and I 
found Bhagat Singh a most lovable person, and B. K. Dutt one of 
the most affectionate, and both of them were certainly two of the 
bravest youngmen I had ever come across. Bhagat Singh was very 
handsome and was perhaps one of the gentlest and the most 
affectionate in temperament—the very antithesis of a hard and 
blood-thirsty-revolutionary. He showed brilliant intelligence almost 
beyond his years, and had he been spared, he would have been an 
outstanding personality in any field of life.” 8 

Deep Sense of Comradeship 

Bhagat Singh had a deep sense of comradeship and was ever 
conscious of the welfare and interests of his comrades. This can be 
illustrated by some extracts from the letters written by Bhagat 
Singh from jail to Jai Dev Gupta. 

“Thank you for the shoes sent by you. Please arrange to send 
another pair of fleet-shoes for Mr. Dutt, but arrange for its return 
to the shopkeeper, if it does not fit his feet. It is hard for me alone 
to wear shoes. So, 1 hope that in the next interview, we will find 
another pair of shoes lying here.” 6 7 In another letter dated 24th 
July, 1930, Bhagat Singh asked for certain books for himself as 
well as for his colleagues in the Borstal Jail. Stressing the require¬ 
ments of his comrades, he wrote, “Please enquire from the Librarian, 
Dwarka Dass Library, Lahore, if any books have been sent to the 
Borstal Jail people. They are terribly short of them. They sent one 
list through Jaidev, brother of Sukhdev, but no books have been 
received. If he (the librarian) is not in possession of that list, kindly 

6 Asaf Ali, The Commonweal dated 23rd March, 1949 (Poona) p. 3. 

7 Letter written by Bhagat Singh to Jai Dev Gupta care of Sardar Kishan 
Singh, Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore, from the Central Jail, Lahore, dated 3rd June, 
1930. 
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ask Lala Feroze Chand 8 to send some interesting books of his own 
choice instead. This Sunday, when 1 go, they should be already in 
the possession of these books. Kindly see that it is done without 
fail.” 9 Another instance of his loyal comradeship is provided by the 
letters, written by Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt to the special 
Magistrate, Lahore, asking him to send a telegram to their com¬ 
rades in the Bareilly Jail. The letters read as follows : 

To The Special Magistrate 
Lahore 

Kindly transmit the following telegram immediately to the 
Kakori Case prisoners who are on hunger strike in the Rai Bareilly 
Jail and are said to be in a precarious condition, and oblige. 

Yours, 

Bhagat Singh and Dutt 

Telegram : 

Gupta, Bakhshi, Sinha, Mukandilal 
Kakori Prisoners 
Central Jail, Bareilly 

Greatly alarmed and pained to learn of your precarious 
condition. We apprehend our last telegram has not reached you. 
We earnestly request you to terminate your struggle in view of the 
latest government communique regarding classification of prisoners. 
As for enforcement of new rules, let us all wait together. 

Bhagat Singh and Dutt 

This shows that Bhagat Singh believed in the maxim, Comrades 
swim together or sink together, which raised him above petty 
personal interests or individual gains. 

A man of Intellect 

Bhagat Singh’s statement and replies to cross-examination in 
the court testify to his great intellect as would be seen from the 
following extracts from the proceedings of the High Court. 

8 L. Feroze Chand was one of the students in the National College 
Lahore where Bhagat Singh had studied. 

9 Letter from Bhagat Singh to J. D. Gupta dated 24th July, 1930. 
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Bhagat Singh asked Mr. Justice Ford : 

,e If a man constructs a bomb in such a manner that it could 
not seriously injure anyone and takes the utmost precaution that 
its explosion could not cause such an injury, would he be guilty of 
attempted murder ?’* 

Mr. Justice Ford, replied : “You have to show that the nature 
of the bomb was such and it was thrown in such a manner as not 
to endanger human life.” Bhagat Singh: '‘We knew the limited 
capacity of the bombs and took ail possible precautions to prevent 
injury to anyone.” Proceeding further, he said that General Dyer 
had killed hundreds of persons in Jallianwala Bagh, but was never 
put on trial. He was, on the contrary, given lacs of rupees as a 
reward 10 by his countrymen. “In contrast”, he went on to say : 
“We construct a weak bomb and deliberately throw it in a vacant 
place. We are tried and given a life sentence. We did not intend to 
kill anyone. Let the word, ‘malice* be taken out and I am satisfied. 
We have a certain ideal, we employed certain means to achieve our 
ideal.’* 

Bhagat Singh’s learning 

Bhagat Singh had an insatiable desire for learning and as 
already mentioned used to requisition books on all subjects while 
in jail. He was fond, too, of taking notes from the books he studied. 
While in jail, he prepared a notebook in which he jotted down 
notes on numerous subjects, like capitalism, socialism, origin of 
the State, communism, religion, sociology, the French revolution, 
Marxism, forms of government, and internationalism, which showed 
his varied interests. He had made an extensive study of V oltaire, 
Rousseau, Victor Hugo, Gorky, Marx, Lenin and many other re¬ 
volutionary writers. 

A Symbol of Sacrifice 

Bhagat Singh is a living symbol of self-sacrifice. Commenting 
upon his spirit of sacrifice, Bejoy Kumar Sinha, one of the close 

10 He was given a purse of £ 20,000 and his action was officially approved 
by the House of Lords. 
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associates of Bhagat Singh who was convicted with him in the Lahore 
Conspiracy Case (1929), wrote, “as for the spirit of self-sacrifice, 
he had it in abundance. He was ever ready to die for the cause of 
the revolutionary movement. When he was going to throw the 
bomb in the Assembly, there was a suggestion that he should escape. 
But he stoutly opposed the idea. He insisted that he should get him¬ 
self arrested and convicted, so that he could preach his socialist 
ideas more effectively and with a greater appeal. At the time of 
the Saunders’s murder, the party did not want him to participate, 
but he was so keen to take the risk that he could not be finally 
dissuaded.”” Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru writes, “The lesson which 
they (people) should learn from Bhagat Singh is to die in a manly 
and bold manner so that India might live.” 13 

Government officials and judges tried to refrain from giving 
opinions on Bhagat Singh and his comrades. But some reference 
to their acts of bravery, selfless spirit and sacrifice could not be 
avoided. Some of those indirect references are worth-mentioning. 
Weekly Report of the police dated the 26th of March. 1931, says 
that the “execution of Bhagat Singh and of the two co-cor.spirators, 
who were sentenced with him, to death in the Lahore Conspiracy 
case, seems destined to become something of a landmark in the 
history of the Indian terrorist movement.” The same report further 
says, “Both Azad and Bhagat Singh are names which arc likely to 
live in popular memory-whatever reluctant condemnation lingers, 
he (Bhagat Singh) is regarded today as a hero, a martyr and a 
most illustrious son of India.'* 13 

The Ghadarite Movement and Bhagat Singh 

Military forms a glorious chapter in the history of India’s 
struggle for freedom. The militant movement to end British rule in 
India was first started in Maharashtra and Bengal. The chief protago¬ 
nist of the use of violence as a political weapon was B.G. Tilak, 

11 The Tribune, dated the 23rd of March, 1967. An article by Bejoy 
Kumar Sinha. 

12 Nehru J. L. An Autobiography-New Delhi (1962) p. 193. 

13 Home Department (Pol.), Govt, of India, 1931 File No- 18-111. Weekly 
Report, dated 25 March, 1931, No. 12. p, 1 and 2. 
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Editor of the Marathi weekly, Kesari (the Lion). In the beginning, 
the movement was Hindu both in inspiration and membership. In 
Maharashtra and even in Bengal, which became the main centre of 
terrorist activity from 1902 onwards, the terrorist movement com¬ 
prised Hindus, generally, and took inspiration from the Hindu 
religion. In that respect, it was but a revival of militant Hinduism, 
and remained confined to the educated middle class. 

In the Punjab, the extremist movement was launched in 1907 
by Ajit Singh and Lajpat Rai. The nature of the movement in the 
Punjab was different from that of Maharashtra and Bengal, be¬ 
cause its basis was the agrarian grievance provided by the Coloni¬ 
zation Bill. The movement got a set-back with the arrests and 
deportation of Ajit Singh and Lajpat Rai under the provisions of 
Regulation III of 1818, but it sowed the seeds of the militant 
effort in Northern India, which was launched during World War I. 

This was commonly known as the Ghadr Movement, the first 
of its kind in India, for being based on secular lines. It was launch¬ 
ed in the year 1914-15 in the Punjab by Ghadr party members, 
most of whom were Punjabi peasants, who had migrated to Canada 
and America for earning a living. The party's foundations were laid 
in the United States and its members aimed at liberating India from 
the yoke of British rule through an organised armed revolution 
and establishing a system of self-government in India, based on the 
tenets of liberty, equality and fraternity. 

On the out-break of World War I in 1914, thousands of the 
Ghadrites returned to India with a resolve to execute their plan. 
Many of them were arrested on arrival in India, while others with 
the help of local recruits won over some of the troops, villagers, 
and students, collected arms and finally planned a general rising to 
take place on the 19th of February, 1915. But their plan collapsed 
because of treachery, usual with conspiracies of this type. The 
Ghadrites were tried in various conspiracy cases and punished. 

The activities of the Ghadrites, their trials, convictions and 
hanging left a deep imprint on the minds of young elements in 
northern India. It was their example of sacrifice which was followed 
by Bhagat Singh and his comrades through the Naujawan Bharat 
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Sabha and the Hindustan Republican Association. Among the 
major influences on Bhagat Singh, the greatest was that of the 
Ghadr movement. 

Sardar Kishan Singh, Bhagat Singh’s father had sympathies 
with the Ghadr Movement and helped it financially during the years 
1914-15. This is corroborated from the findings of the trial court 
in the First Lahore Conspiracy Case, 1915. In this connection, it 
was said of Kartar Singh Sarabha, one of the heroes of the Ghadr 
Movement, that “he had received Rs. 1000/- from the brother of 
the ‘seditionisf, Ajit Singh.” An approver, Nawab Khan, in the 
same case also endorsed this when he stated, “Bhai Parmanand 
had once sent him (Kartar Singh Sarabha) to Kishan Singh, brot¬ 
her of the seditionist Ajit Singh, who had subscribed Rs. 1000/-.” 

Sardar Kishan Singh’s sympathies with the Ghadr Movement 
brought Bhagat Singh ‘when he was only seven’ in contact with 
the Ghadr heroes like Kartar Singh Sarabha, Bhai Parmanand and 
others. These Ghadr leaders used to visit Kishan Singh’s place at 
Banga for consultations and financial assistance, as mentioned 
above, and the child (Bhagat Singh) would hear their talks and 
plans. Of these Ghadr heroes, Kartar Singh Sarabha, about whom 
the trial court in the First Lahore Conspiracy Case remarked, “he 
is a young man. no doubt, but he is certainly one of the worst of 
these conspirators and is a thoroughly callous scoundrel, proud of 
his exploits, to whom no mercy whatever can or should be shown,” 
influenced Bhagat Singh the most. Kartar Singh Sarabha’s ascend¬ 
ing the gallows as a result of the judgement in the Lahore Con¬ 
spiracy case I in 1916—reinforced the impression on Bhagat 
Singh’s mind. Though he was only nine years old then, it must 
have influenced his way of thinking and outlook on life. 

The impact of Kartar Singh Sarabha’s heroism and sacrifice 
on Bhagat Singh can also be judged from the fact that when Bhagat 
Singh was arrested, a photograph of Kartar Singh Sarabha was 
recovered from him. He always carried Sarabha’s picture in 
his pocket and derived inspiration from it. Moreover he used to 
show that photograph to his mother and say, “Dear mother, this 
is my hero, friend and companion.” While at home Bhagat Singh 
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used to sing the following couplet* a favourite with Kartar Singh 
Sarabha. 

“Seva Desh di jindriya bari aukhi 
Galan karnian dher sukhalian ne 
Jinhan desh sewa wich pair paya 
Unhan lakh musibtan jhaliane” 

“Difficult is the service of the nation, my heart, 

It is easy to talk about it 

Those who set foot on the path of patriotism 

Suffered countless torments.” 14 

The Ghadrites, Jallianwala Bagh Tragedy and Bhagat Singh 

The Ghadrites’ activities during the early years of World 
War I led to their conviction under various conspiracy cases other 
than the Lahore conspiracy trials, such as Mandi (State) Cons¬ 
piracy Cases, Mandalay (Burma) Conspiracy Cases, Benaras Cons¬ 
piracy Cases and numerous Courts martial. These cases, of 
course, combined with other conspiracy cases at Delhi and in 
Bengal, resulted in the appointment of the Rowlatt Committee in 
1917. On the report of this committee the Rowlatt Act, 1919 was 
passed, which caused nation wide commotion. It was in the course 
of agitation against this act that a meeting was held in the Jallian- 
walla Bagh, which ended in the massacre of over a thousand 
persons by firing under General Dyer’s orders. This tragedy 
stirred the most inert minds with the fire of patriotism. Bhagat 
Singh, who was twelve at that time, could not have remained 
unmoved. He came to Amritsar from Lahore to revere those who 
laid down their lives for the country and pay his homage to the 
place where the martyrs had fallen. The earth, where the blood 
was spilt, had a religious sanctity for him. He visited the place 
and bowed in reverence. There were tears in his eyes but they 
were never shed. The red earth echoed and reechoed the need 
for sacrifice within the mind and soul of Bhagat Singh. He picked 
a handful of that red soil and vowed to himself “A sacrifice.” 

14 Quoted from a poster ’Message to Indian Yonth’ issued by the late 
Shrimati Vidyawati, mother of Sardar Bhagat Singh. 
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He brought it and kept it in a bottle as the Hindus keep the 
water of the Ganges. He received inspiration from the contents 
of the bottle, which thought helped him to purify his mind and soul 
and so strengthen him to make the ‘sacrifice” and thereby to 
avenge that national insult. 

In March, 1926, Bhagat Singh founded an association, known 
as Naujawan Bharat Sabha. Under his leadership the Sabha 
prepared the youth for India’s liberation. Its modus operantli was 
to acquaint the people with the work of the revolutionaries through 
magic lanterns and slides. Kartar Singh Sarabha was their main 
revolutionary hero. Bhagat Singh used to explain his heroic deeds 
and supreme sacrifice for the nation and exhort the audience to 
follow his example. 

Even during his stay in the Lahore Central Jail, before and 
after his conviction in the Saunders murder case, Bhagat Singh was 
inspired by the old Ghadrites. The chief among them was Baba 
Chuhar Singh convicted in the First Lahore Conspiracy Case 
(1915) and sentenced to transporation for life. He took his (Baba’s) 
advice from time to time. During Bhagat Singh’s epic hunger 
strike in the jail. Baba Chuhar Singh used to come to see him from 
time to time. The two, old and young, revolutionaries used often 
to converse. 

On Bhagat Singh’s request Baba Chuhar Singh arranged a 
meeting between Bhagat Singh and Sant Randhir Singh Narangwal, 
who was also undergoing life imprisonment in Lahore Central Jail 
in connection with the Ghadr movement. During the conversation 
Sant Randhir Singh blessed Bhagat Singh in these words : 

“The Almighty is the Saviour, 

Don’t lose heart 
God will help you 

Don’t fear death. 

God may turn the cards, 

Then come out of the jail smiling.” 

Assuring the Sant, Bhagat Singh replied, “Santji, the soul 
will come out smiling, though the body be dead. The spirit will 
soar high.” 
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In the Lahore Central Jail, Bhagat Singh kept with him the 
copy of the judgement of the First Lahore Conspiracy Case, (1915). 
On its first page he had prepared a list of the persons who were 
awarded various sentences in this case. (At present that copy is 
with S. Kultar Simh Sandhu, Bhagat Singh’s younger brother). 

Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev were secretly hanged on 
the evening of 23rd March, 1931, in order to avoid repercussions 
on the public. On the morning from the preparations being made 
in the jail, Baba Chuhar Singh realized that Doomsday for his 
young comrades had arrived. So it was he who first went to the 
cell of Bhagat Singh before noon and informed him that he and 
his comrades would be kissing the hangman’s noose that day. 

As Congress Volunteer 

Bhagat Singh was fourteen, when Mahatma Gandhi gave a 
call to students all over the country to leave educational institut¬ 
ions run and aided by the Government. Bhagat Singh was the 
first to leave the D.A-V. School, Lahore, and joined the National 
(Otiami) College, Lahore, started by Bhai Parmanand and Lala 
Lajpat Rai. Bhagat Singh thus started his political apprenticeship in 
1921 as a Congress Volunteer in the non-co-operation Movement 
of Gandhiji. Against the inclination of some of his relations 
(Dilbagh Singh) he sympathised with the Sikhs’ agitation which 
was directed against the retention of proprietory right over the 
vast landed properties of Gurdwaras in the hands of few Mahanls 
and for the institution of a Panchayati Control over them as 
properties of the whole community. He organised an impressive 
reception to a jatha of the satyagrahis passing through his village. 

After having left his studies in 1924, Bhagat Singh went to 
U.P. where he came in contact with the prominent revolutionar¬ 
ies like B.K. Dutt, Chandra Shekhar Azad, J.C. Chatterji, Bejoy 
Kumar Sinha and others. Through these contacts he joined the 
Hindustan Republican Association formed by the revolutionaries 
of U.P., Bengal, Bihar and Rajputana. In March 1926, he 
collected his friends and others having revolutionary views and 
founded an organization at Lahore known as the Naujawan Bharat 
Sabha which had the following objects : (a) “to establish completely 
independent Republic of workers and peasants of the whole of 
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India; (b) to infuse a spirit of patriotism in the youth; and (c) to 
organise the workers and peasants.” In October, 19£8, Bhagat 
Singh participated in the boy-cott demonstsration at Lahore 
against the Simon Commission. He was with Lala Lajpat Rai when 
the latter was wounded by lathi blows of the police. When Lala 
Lajpat Rai died on the 17th of November 1928, from the physical 
and mental shock of their brutal treatment, Bhagat Singh resolved 
to avenge his death on Mr. Scott, the Superintendent of police. 
But as it was an assistant Superintendent of Police, J.P. 
Saunders was killed instead of Scott on the 17th of December, 
1928. Later he participated in the assembly bomb ‘Action’ of the 
party with a view to ‘awaken England from her dreams’, ‘to 
make the deaf hear’ and later use the court as a forum to publicise 
his views and ideology. 

Role in the Freedom Struggle 

However limited may be the scope and extent of the movement 
launched by Bhagat Singh and his comrades through the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association, and the Naujawan Bharat Sabha, 
it did accelerate the pace of the Indian national movement through 
a different tributary. Next to the Ghadrites of 1914-15, Bhagat 
Singh and his comrades were the champions of complete national 
independence. The Naujawan Bharat Sabha and the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association raised the slogan of a completely 
independent Republic of India as early as in 1925. The Kotla 
Feroze Shah meeting of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Assoc¬ 
iation in September, 1928 further resolved to fight for an Indepen¬ 
dent Socialist Republic of India. Indeed, it can be said that their 
activities paved the way for the Indian National Congress to demand 
complete independence and pass the resolution on Puran Swaraj, 
at its Lahore Session held in December, 1929 under the president¬ 
ship of Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru. 

His Movement Fore-Runner to Civil Disobedience 

The Kakori Case, Saunders’ Murder Case, the Assembly Bomb 
Case, the Bomb Explosion to wreck the train carrying Lord Irwin, 
the then Viceroy of India, and the hunger-strike in jail by Bhagat 
Singh and his comrades, which resulted in the death of J. N. Das, 
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created a very explosive situation in the country. Therefore the 
Indian National Congress had also to rethink its course of action. 
Accordingly it launched the civil disobedience movement in March, 
1930. That movement was started as an alternative to the violent 
movement of Bhagat Singh and his comrades. This view is suppor¬ 
ted by an extract from a letter writen by Mahatma Gandhi to the 
Viceroy on the 2nd of March, 1930. “The party of violence is 
gaining ground and making itself felt.” He further declared, that 
the non-violent struggle he had decided to set in motion would 
combat not only the violent force of the British rule but also the 
organized violent forces of the growing party of violence.” This 
clearly shows that it was the work of Bhagat Singh and his com¬ 
rades, which blazed the trail for the civil disobedience movement. 

Bhagat Singh’s contribution to the National Movement can be 
assessed from another angle also. The activities of Bhagat Singh 
and his co-workers provided the seed for the great revolutionary 
mass upheavals of 1942 and the historic INA Movement of World 
War II. Thus, the sacrifices of Bhagat Singh and his colleagues 
provided a powerful stimulus both to the non-violent and violent 
movements. That inevitable impact of their activities was foreseen 
by British intelligence officials as early as 1931, when they, in 
their report, dated the 26th of March 1931, said, “Bhagat Singh 
and his companions are bound to provide the test for many fiery 
sermons in the days to come.” 

Inspiration to Patriots 

The sacrifices made by Bhagat Singh and others provided 
valuable inspiration to the later patriots, who received encourage¬ 
ment from the sufferings of these earlier revolutionaries. Their 
sufferings and brave resistance to atrocities committed on political 
prisoners in those days made it possible for the later freedom- 
fighters to endure cheerfully the trials and tribulations of life in 
jail. All shades of opinion before and after the attainment of 
independence have acknowledged the vital and memorable role 
played by Bhagat Singh. 

Gandhi’s and Nehru’s Tribute 

Paying his tribute to Bhagat Singh, Mahatma Gandhi said, “It 
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is impossible to assess his (Bhagat Singh’s) courage. Hanging has 
placed a crown of bravery on these young men. Whatever wofds of 
praise have been said in favour of those youngmen, I agree with 
it. We must appreciate their sacrifice, bravery and unbounded 
courage, though we may not use our courage the way they used 
it”. Similarly, Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru said, “This boy, all of a 
sudden, has become so popular and a guide for others that even 
Mahatma Gandhi, though an advocate of non-violence, today 
praises Bhagat Singh. Otherwise hundreds of people at Peshawar, 
Sholapur, Bombay, and other places have sacrificed their lives. But 
Bhagat Singh’s dedication and bravery are of the highest order. 
We should learn this lesson from Bhagat Singh, how to die bravely 
for the country. We shall always remember the services and sacri¬ 
fices of Sardar Bhagat Singh’s family for the nation”. 

Memorial to Bhagat Singh and his Comrades 

In the 1950 agreement, the land where Bhagat Singh, Raj 
Guru and Sukhdev were cremated, was procured from Pakistan 
and it was in March 1961 a Shahecdi Mela was celebrated on that 
spot. A small wall carrying fresco portraits of these national 
heroes has been constructed there. It is at a distance of 6 miles 
from Ferozepur City on the bank of the river Sutlej on the Pakistan 
side. Here, a Shaheedi conference is held every year on the 23rd 
of March and all the parties hold their meetings to pay homage to 
Shaheed*e-Azam Bhagat Singh. During the 1971 Indo-Pak War the 
memorial was completely destroyed by the Pakistanis. But after 
the Simla Agreement and withdrawal of the troops by both sides, 
the work of repair of the memorial was taken in hand. The Gov¬ 
ernment of Punjab spent five lacs of rupees on the erection of a new 
memorial to the three martyrs which was inaugurated on the 23rd 
of March, 1973. 

At Khatkar Kalan, his native village, Bhagat Singh’s statue 
was erected in 1963. It was financed by public donations through 
the efforts of late Master Charanjit Singh. Bhagat Singh’s martyr¬ 
dom day is celeberated there, too, every year. The Punjab Govern¬ 
ment has constructed a paved road between Khatkar Kalan and 
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Bhagwara-Nawanshahar main road. 

In recognition of Bhagat Singh’s services to the nation, the 
Punjab Government sanctioned a monthly pension of Rs. 180/- to 
Shrimati Vidyawati. On 1st January, 1973, the Punjab Government 
increased her pension to Rs. 1000/- per month. That very day, as 
a part of the celebrations of 25th anniversary of India’s freedom 
and as a token of recognition of the services of Shaheed-e-Azam, 
the Punjab Government conferred on her the title of Punjab Mata , 
and presented her with a new car She died on the 2nd of June, 
1975. At various places in Punjab, parks, libraries and schools have 
been named after Shaheed Bhagat Singh. Bhagat Singh’s statues have 
been erected at numerous places in the country, such as, Saharanpur, 
Jhonpur, Mirzapur Bhagalpur, Dharbhanga, Nirmali, Poona, 
Alwar, Jaipur, Eatha, Hathras, etc. In appreciation of his services 
to the nation and to bring home to the new generation the role 
played by Bhagat Singh in India’s political history, two films 
have been also prepared by the film industry, entitled “The Shahid” 
and “Shahid Bhagat Singh.” 
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Bhagat Singh represented the popular upsurge of his time. He 
was brave, calm and fearless, and considered the attainment of free¬ 
dom and then the establishment of a socialist republic of workers 
and peasants in Tndia the sole aim of his life. 

A Rare Patriot 

Bhagat Singh was a first rate patriot who thought of nothing 
else than his country. Whatever he did, he did for the cause 
of the motherland. He worked day and night for attainment of 
India’s freedom through revolutionary methods. Speaking on the 
move for adjournment in the Central Legislative Assembly, Pt. 
Moti Lai Nehru remarked that those youngmen (Bhagat Singh and 
others) were “devoted and high souled persons”. 1 Commenting on 
the patriotic work of Bhagat Singh, Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya 
said in the Central Legislative Assembly, while supporting the 
adjournment motion tabled by Pt. Moti Lai Nehru, that “Bhagat 
Singh and his comrades are not ordinary criminals. However much 
one may condemn any act of violence of which they might be 
proved guilty, they are not prompted by any sordid selfish motive. 
They are, every one of them, persons who are inspired by a high 
sense of patriotism and a burning desire for the freedom of their 
country. They are men of high ideals and possess a high sense 
of national self-respect’*. 2 

Patriotism was indeed a ruling passion with Bhagat Singh. 

1 Legislative Assembly Debates. Vol- i. iv No. 9, p. 1 

2 Ibid, pp. 3—4 
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No personal or creative need could deflect him from his chosen 
path. Accordingly, when his people pressed upon him the necessity 
of marriage, he rejected the proposal outright. At that time, he 
was still a student of the B. A. class. From the letter which he wrote 
to his father, one can measure the depth of his patriotic senti¬ 
ments : **Respected Father, 

This not the time for marriage. The country is calling me. I 
have taken an oath to serve the nation bodily, mentally and moneta¬ 
rily (tan, man te dhan nal). Moreover, it is not a new thing for us. 
Our whole family is full of patriotism. After two or three years 
of my birth in 1910, uncle Swarn Singh died in jail. Uncle Ajit 
Singh is living the life of an exile in foreign countries. You have 
also suffered a lot in jail. I am only following in your footprints 
and, thus, dare to do this. You will kindly not tie me down in 
matrimony, but give your blessings that I should be successful in 
my mission.” His devotion to the nation is evident from another 
letter which he wrote to his father declining and condemning his 
move for marriage. ‘‘Respected Father, I am astonished to receive 
and read the contents of your letter. When you, who are a staunch 
patriot and brave personality, can be influenced by such trifles, 
then what will happen to an ordinary man ? 

‘‘You are only caring for dadi (my grandmother), but in how 
much trouble is our mother of 33 crores, the Bharat Mata ? We 
will have to sacrifice everything for the sake of her troubles. 

“I know that I shall be compelled to get myself married. The¬ 
refore I am leaving this place and going somewhere else.” 3 

Commenting on the partiotism and sacrifice of Bhagat Singh, 
Dr. Karan Singh writes, “Among those who laid down their Jives 
so that India could become free, one of the bravest and most 
dramatic figures was Bhagat Singh. Coming as he did from the 
Punjab, with its tradition of virility and courage, Bhagat Singh by 
a supreme act of sacrifice became a symbol of the spirit of revolt 
that swept the younger generations in India at that time. His story 
has become a legend, and his name has become synonymous with 

3 Quoted from Biography of Shaheed Bhagat Singh by Dr. G.S. Deol, 
pp. 17—18 
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patriotism and sacrifice in the cause of freedom”. 4 Service of the 
motherland and its people was in fact the religion with Bhagat 
Singh In his last message to his younger brothers, he said, “Brothers 
don’t lose heart. After I am dead, don’t give up the service of the 
country and of the people. Sacrifice yourselves at the altar of 
the nation.” 5 

Views about Nationalism and Internationalism 

One of the objects of the Naitjauan Bharat Sabha was to in¬ 
fuse a spirit of patriotism in the hearts of the youth of the country 
in order to establish a united Indian nation. He was prepared to 
make any vsacrifice for India’s national independence. When he 
went to Kanpur in the year 1924 and came in contact with Ganesh 
Shanker Vidyarathi, who told him about the sufferings and sacri¬ 
fices which a lover of the nation had to undergo like the moth who 
loves the burning candle, Bhagat Singh replied, “I have come here 
having taken a vow to do and die for my country’s liberty”. His 
deep-rooted devotion to the cause of Indian nationalism is also 
evident from the following message, he gave to his friends before 
parting. He said, “Friends, I tell you today that if my marriage 
takes place in India when she is under subjection, my bride shall 
be only death. The barat will take the form of a funeral procession 
and the baraties will be the martyrs in the cause of India”. In fact, 
service of the nation was adopted by Bhagat Singh as a sort of 
religion when he was six years old. On having been asked by 
Anand Kishorc Mehta, a friend of Kishan Singh, ‘What is your 
religion’, my boy, Bhagat Singh replied, ‘Service to my nation 
(desh bhakti). 

No doubt, Bhagat Singh was a staunch nationalist but this 
does not mean that he stood for narrow and intense nationalism. 
He was also an internationalist and believed in internationalism 
and humanism. He held that one of the aims of the Naujawan 
Bharat Sabha should be “expression of sympathies and the render¬ 
ing of help to all economic, industrial and social movements free 

4 Ibid. Foreword by Dr. Karan Singh, p. x 

5 Ibid, p. 82 
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from communal sentiments, going on in any part of the world”. Tn 
his statement in court, Bhagat Singh emphatically declared, “We 
are next to none in our love for humanity, far from having any 
malice against any individual, we hold human life sacred beyond 
words”. 6 

Views About Secularism 

Bhagat Singh had a secular outlook from the very beginning 
and believed that communal sentiments must not overpower a 
patriot in the service of the nation and humanity. The Naujawan 
Bharat Sabha was based on secularism. Members of all castes and 
communities could join. Before admission to the Sabha, each 
member was made to sign a pledge that he would place the interests 
of his country above those of his community. One of the political 
aims of the Sabha further prescribed that each member was “to 
express sympathy with and to assist the economic, industrial and 
social movements, which being free from communal sentiments, 
arc intended to take us nearer to our ideal, namely the esta¬ 
blishment of completely independent republic of labourers and 
peasants”. 

Bhagat Singh did not adopt any type of religious or communal 
salutation or mode of greeting. In his letters written to his father, 
brothers and friends, he made use of all forms of greetings; for 
example in his letter dated 26th April, 1929, addressed to his father, 
Kishan Singh, he used the salutation ‘Bande Matram’. In another 
letter written to his younger brother, Kulbir Singh, sent on the 
6th of September, 1930, from Lahore Central Jail, he used the 
greetings of‘Sat Sri AkaF. Jn his last letter to his brother, Kultar 
Singh, dated 3rd March, 1931, he wrote at the end‘Namaste’. 
Indeed, he was above communal ism and was secular from the 
core of his heart. 

Moreover, the Hindustan Republican Association, was secular 
in character. Every lover of freedom was entitled to become its 
member, irrespective of caste, creed or community. People from 
United Provinces, Punjab, Rajasthan, Central Provinces, Bengal 


6 Statement of Bhagat Singh in the Delhi Court 



120 


SARDAR BHAGAT SINGH 


and other provinces were members. They were enjoined to rise 
above parochialism, cultivate a national and socialist sefltiment 
and join the organization not as members of any particular sect or 
community, but only as Indians. All the members worked, sat and 
ate together. Next to the Ghadrites, Bhagat Singh and his comrades 
were the pioneers of the principle of secularism in India, which 
now forms a part of the Preamble to the Indian constitution. 

A Serious Student of History 

Bhagat Singh was not the ordinary freedom-fighter but was 
a serious student of history and revolutions. In the words of Gopal 
Thakur, ‘‘Bhagat Singh had no boyish illusions that the explosion 
would bring about a revolution or even that it would be a step 
towards revolution. The travails of his subjugated motherland 
created a rebellious impulse in him. The throwing of bombs was to 
be an expression of his ‘anguish’ over the ‘heart-rending agony’ of 
his fellow beings”. 7 With a deep and burning sense of injustice 
prevailing in the social set-up in the country at the time, he told 
the court, when he was on trial, “We are neither perpetrators of 
dastardly outrages and therefore a disgrace to the country as the 
pseudo-socialist Dewan Chaman Lai is reported to have described 
us, nor were we ‘lunatics’ as the Tribune of Lahore and some 
others would have it believed. We humbly claim to be no more 
than serious students of history and conditions of our country and 
human aspirations and we despise hypocrisy. Our practical protest 
was against the institution which since its birth has eminently 
displayed not only its worthlessness but its far-reaching power for 
mischief. The more we have pondered, the more deeply we have 
been convinced that it exists only to demonstrate to the world the 
Indian humiliation and helplessness, and it symbolises, the over¬ 
riding domination of an irresponsible and autocratic rule. 

“Time and gain, the national demand has been pressed by the 
representatives of the people, only to find the waste paper basket 
as its final destination. Solemn resolutions passed by the house 
have been contemptuously trampled underfoot on the floor of the 


7 Gop&l Thakur : Bhagat Singh, The Man and His Ideas, p. 33 
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so-called Indian parliament. Resolutions regarding the repeal of 
repressive and arbitrary measures have been treated with sublime 
contempt and government measures and proposals rejected as 
unacceptable by the elected members have been restored by a stroke 
of pen. 

“In brief, in spite of earnest endeavour, we have utterly failed 
to find any justification for the existence of an institution which 
despite all pomp and splendour organised with the hardearned 
money of the sweating millions of Tndia is only a hollow show and 
a mischievous make-believe. And have we failed to comprehend the 
mentality of public leaders who help to squander public time and 
money on so manifestly a stage-managed exhibition of India’s 
subjection ? We have been ruminating upon all this as also upon 
the wholesale arrests of the leaders of the labour movement when 
the introduction of the Trades Disputes Bill brought us into the 
assembly to watch its progress and the course of the debate only 
served to confirm our conviction that the labouring millions of 
India had nothing to expect from an institution that stood as a men¬ 
acing monument to the strangling power of the the exploiters and 
the serfdom of the helpless labourers. 

“Finally an insult which we considered inhuman and barbarous 
was hurled on the devoted heads of the representatives of the entire 
country and the starving and struggling millions were deprived of 
their primary right and the sole means of their economic welfare. 
None who has felt like us for the dumb-driven drugdes of labourers 
could possibly witness this spectacle with equanimity, none whose 
heart bleeds for those who have given their life-blood in silence to 
the building up of the economic structure of the exploiters, of 
whom the government happen to be the biggest in the country, 
could repress the cry of the soul-agonising anguish which is so 
ruthlessly wrung out of our hearts. 

“Consequently, bearing in our minds the words of the late 
Mr. S.R. Das, once the law member of the Governor-General's 
Executive Council, which appeared in the famous letter he had 
addressed to his son to the effect that ‘the bomb was necessary to 
awaken England from her dreams’, we dropped bqpibs on the floor 
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of the assembly chamber to register our protest on behalf of those 
who had no other means left to give expression to their heartren¬ 
ding agony. Our sole purpose was ‘to make the deaf hear’ and to 
give the heedless timely warning.” 8 

India of Bhagat Singh's Dream 

Bhagat Singh aimed at building India on new lines. It is evident 
from the following extract of the reply which he gave to his mother, 
who joined his father in urging marriage. She wanted him to lead 
his life peacefully and not spend it worrying day and night over an 
abstract ideal, such as independence. He responded : 

“The country is in slavery. Slavery has given rise to hunger 
and starvation. Owing to the existence of Britsh imperialism Indians 
arc not regarded as human beings. To win the country’s freedom, 
we have to embark ubon big projects. The country is to be made 
free and afier freedom a new India is to be built up. Palatial 
buildings are to be constructed in place of huts. The naked and 
the hungry are to be provided with food and clothing”. Moreover, 
Bhagat Singh wanted the new India to he built on principles of 
complete national sovereignty, independence, the organization of 
workers and peasants, and socialism. One of the political aims of 
the Naujawan Bharat Sahha , was the establishment of a completely 
independent republic of the labourers and peasants of the whole 
of India”. 9 

Critique of Congress Leadership 

Bhagat Singh was a severe critic of Congress leadership and 
its methodology and ideology. Their acceptance of the theory that 
under imperialism and capitalism a small privileged class could 
thrive on the merciless exploitation of the vast mass of common 
people, gave Bhagat Singh a keen insight into the political nature 
of Congress leadership. Fear of a compromise between the Congress 
and the British government found expression, even in 1928, in the 
Naujawan Bharat Sabha manifesto mainly drafted by Bhagat Singh 

8 Extracts from the Statement of Bhagat Singh given in the Delhi Court 

9 Home Department (Pol.), Govt, of India, 1930, and K.W. p. 1 
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and Bhagwati Charan. It said : 

“Along with the advent of the 20th century, the British bure¬ 
aucracy has adopted quite a new policy towards India- They are 
drawing our bourgeoisie and petite-bourgeosie into their fold by 
adopting the policy of concession. Their cause is being made 
common. The progressive investment of British capital in India will 
inevitably lead to that end. In the very near future we will find that 
class and their great leaders having thrown their Jot with the foreign 
rulers. Some round-table conference or any such body will end in 
a compromise between the two. They will not help the masses any 
more”. 10 

Bhagal Singh was not opposed to compromises as such. He 
accepted them as expedients in all political bargaining, lie held, 
however, that they should not be anything more than respites in 
the struggle, meant only to help increase the tempo thereafter. A 
negotiated settlement or a compromise should not be a substitute 
for the achievement of the main goal. His characterisation of the 
Congress Irom this point of view is clearer than the one given in 
the Naujawan Bharat Sabha’s manifesto. In his message from 
prison, he said : 

“The Congress seeks to gain some power by getting business¬ 
men and capitalists to exercise pressure on England. But this way 
does not lie salvation for the millions of workers and peasants of 
India. The nation can wage a successful struggle only on the 
strength of organised workers, kisans and the common people. The 
leaders (Congress) have done nothing to mobilise these sections of 
the population. The peasants have to liberate themselves not only 
from foreign yoke but also from the yoke of landlords and capi¬ 
talists. This is not the goal of the Congress. It cannot be said to be 
standing for complete revolution. Get some concessions for India’s 
wealthy class through economic pressure on government, that is 
what the Congress wants. In my opinion, therefore, the Congress 
movement will liquidate itself in a compromise or end up in 

10 Quoted from Gopai Thakur's Book, Bfwgat Singh The Man and His 
Ideas, p. 42 * 
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failure”. 11 

Views About Method of Struggle * 

Bhagat Singh was opposed to the method of petitions and 
prayers. He declared in his statement before the court that tried 
him that it needed ‘a louder voice to make the deaf hear’, and that 
‘the bomb was necessary to awaken England from her dreams’. He 
believed in individual suffering for the common good. He said that 
“the sacrifice of a few individuals at the altar of the great revolu¬ 
tion that will bring freedom to all, rendering exploitation of man 
by man, impossible, is inevitable”. But this does not mean that he 
was a blood-thirsty person. He said in his statement in the court 
and in the leaflet thrown in the Assembly. ‘We attach great sanctity 
to human life, we regard human life as sacred as anyone else could. 
We would sooner lay down our life in the service of humanity than 
injure any one else.” He even declared that “India’s struggle will 
continue as long as a handful of men in power continue to exploit 
the labour of the common people for their own ends. Whether the 
exploiters are Indian or British or both in alliance, nothing else 
shall halt the struggle”. 12 

Commenting on the method of struggle in which Bhagat Singh 
and his comrades believed, Ajoy Ghosh writes, “As for the most 
important question, it was the question in what manner the fight 
for freedom and socialism was to be waged. Armed action by 
individuals and groups was, however, to remain our main task. 
Nothing else, we held, could smash constitutional illusions, nothing 
else could free the country from the grip in which fear held it. 
When the stagnant calm was broken by a series of hammer blows 
delivered by us at selected points and on suitable occasions against 
the most hated officials of the government, and mass movement 
unleashed, we would link ourselves with that movement, act as its 
armed detachment and give it social direction”. 13 
Views About Violence 

Violence meaning physical force applied for committing inju- 

11 As quoted by Gopal Thakur in his book on Bhagat Singh p. 43 

12 Ibid, 43 

13 Ghosh, Ajoy: Bhagat Singh and His Comrades, p. 4. 
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stice was not how Bhagat Singh interpreted the word. On the other 
hand, he said, “What generally goes by the name of non-violence, 
is in reality the theory of soul-force, used for achieving personal 
and national rights through self-suffering. When a revolutionary 
believes certain things to be right, he asks for them, pleads for 
them, argues for them, wills to attain them with all the soul-force 
at his command. He stands the greatest amount of suffering for 
their sake, is always prepared to make the highest sacrifice for their 
attainment and also backs his efforts with all the physical force, he 
is capable of. So he adds physical force to the soul-force”. 

Bhagat Singh believes that the politics of “non-violence has 
proved its futility to the rising generation beyond shadow of 
doubt”. He further says that “force when aggressively used is 
violence, and is, therefore, morally unjustfied. But when it is used 
in furtherance of a legitimate cause, it has its moral justification. 
Elimination of force at all costs is Utopian, and the new movement 
which has arisen in the country and of which we have given a 
warning is inspired by the ideals which guided Guru Gobind Singh, 
Shivaji, Kemal Pasha and Riza Khan, Washington and Garibaldi, 
Lafayette and Lenin”. 14 

Concept of Terrorism 

Bhagat Singh had a very clear concept of terrorism. He held 
the view that terrorism cannot be divorced from the mass-action 
necessary to overthrow an unjust order. In The Philosophy of the 
Bomb, Bhagat Singh and his comrades gave a clear definition of 
terrorism. They declared : “Terrorism is a phase, a necessary inevi¬ 
table phase, in the revolution. Terrorism is not the complete 
revolution and the revolution is not complete without terrorism. 
This thesis can be supported by analysis of any and every revolution 
in history. ... Terrorism shatters the spell of superiority of the 
ruling class and raises the status of the subject race in the eyes of 
the world because it is the most convincing proof of a nation’s 
hunger for freedom. Here, in India, as in other countries in the past, 
terrorism will develop into revolution and revolution into indepen- 

14 Statement given by Bhagat Singh in the Delhi Court 



126 


SARDAR BHAGAT SINGH 


dence-social, political, economic”. 15 From this it is evident that 
terrorist acts, in the opinion of Bhagat Singh, were a historically 
necessary forerunner to a take-over by the masses and the establi¬ 
shment of government for the masses. But the revolution by the 
masses could only come by the organization of workers and 
peasants. In theory, the vital importance of this work was not lost 
upon Bhagat Singh and his comrades inspile of their immediate 
belief in armed action as the immediate programme before them”. 16 

Views About Armed Action and Mass Movement 

As mentioned earlier, Bhagat Singh believed “in individual 
armed action” but, at the same time, he knew the urgent necessity 
of a mass movement, with the help of which alone could real 
change be brought about. He considered immediate armed action 
by some individuals or groups as an immediate task for the 
revolutionaries, while for the communities, the foremost task was 
to organise the workers and peasants. Although he differed from 
the communists with regard to the sequence of actions, he did not 
reject the necessity of a mass movement against British rule. For 
him, individual acts of terrorism were only a means of rousing the 
people to action. Published before the assembly bomb incident, 
the Naujawan Bharat Sabha's manifesto was in the main an impa¬ 
ssioned appeal to Indian youth to make sacrifices for the cause of 
the nation. It declared, “The young can bear the most inhuman 
tortures smilingly and face death without hesitation because the 
whole history of human progress is written with the blood of 
young men and women.” 

The manifesto further declared, “Do you not know the wonders 
worked by the Turks ? Do you not daily read what the young 
Chinese are doing ? Was it not the young Russians who sacrificed 
their lives for Russia’s emancipation ? Through the last century 
hundreds and thousands of them were exiled to Siberia for the mere 
distribution of socialist pamphlets or, like Dostoevesky, for merely 

15 The Philosophy of the Bomb : As quoted by Gopal Thakur in his book 
on Bhagat Singh. The Man and His Ideas, p. 45 

16 Ibid, p. 46 
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belonging to a socialist debating society. Again and again, they 
faced the storm of oppression. But they did not lose courage’*. 

The manifesto, did not fail to mention the necessity of work 
among the people. It said, “The future programme of preparing 
the country will begin with the motto : ‘Revolution by the masses 
and for the masses’. In other words, Swaraj for the 98%, Swaraj 
not only attained by the masses but also for the masses. Without 
going into details, we can safely assert that to achieve our object 
thousands of our most brilliant young men, like the Russian youth, 
will have to pass their precious lives in villages and make the 
people understand what the Indian revolution would really mean. 
.. A revolutionary does not necessarily mean a man of bombs and 
revolvers”. 17 

Concept of Independence 

It was not only on the use of methods that Bhagat Singh 
differed from the Congress and Gandhi ji. A more substantial 
difference was the concept of independence. The Congress was 
leading a movement against the British Rule. But to Bhagat Singh, 
that movement would not release India’s toiling people from all 
economic fetters clamped on them by imperialism. For him, the 
slogans “Long Live Revolution” and “Down with imperialism” 
were inseparably linked with the complete economic emancipation 
of Indian peasants and workers. This approach to independence 
from the British rule was implicit in the adoption by him and his 
comrades of a ‘Socialist Republic’as their objective as early as 
1928. His trial gave him an opportunity to describe his ideal in 
detail. 

Views about Socialism 

Bhaght Singh had an un-shakable faith in socialism and was 
an ardent advocate of what can be termed as scientific socialism. 
He was a true scientific socialist and had deep love for the working 
class. This is evident from the objectives which he kept before the 
Naujawan Bharat Sab ha. These were to “organise the labourers and 

17 Quoted from Gopal Thakur’s Book, Bhagat Singh, pp. 44—45 
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the peasants and establish a completely independent republic of 
labourers and peasants of the whole India*’. 18 In the Delhi 
Court, he said that “the present order of things, which is based on 
manifest injustice must change. The producers or labourers in spite 
of being the most necessary element of society, are robbed by their 
exploiters of the fruits of their labour and deprived of their elemen¬ 
tary rights. The peasant, who grows corn for all, starves with his 
family, the weaver, who supplies the world market with textile 
fabrics, has not enough to cover his own and his children’s bodies, 
masons, smiths and carpenters who raise magnificent palaces, live 
like pariahs in slums. The capitalists and exploiters, the parasites of 
society, squander millions on their whims. These terrible inequali¬ 
ties and forced disparity of chances are bound to lead to chaos. 
This state of affairs cannot last long, and it is obvious, that the 
present order of society in merry-making is on the brink of a 
volcano. 

“The whole edifice of this civilization, if not saved in time, 
shall crumble. A radical change, therefore, is necessary and it is 
the duty of those who realise it to reorganize society on the soci¬ 
alistic basis. Unless this thing is done and the exploitation of man 
by man and of nations by nations is brought to an end, sufferings 
and carnage with which humanity is threatened today cannot be 
prevented. All talk of ending wars and ushering in an era of uni¬ 
versal peace is undisguised hypocrisy”. Bhagat Singh regarded “the 
workers as the real sustainer of society”. He held the view that the 
sovereignty of the people was the ultimate destiny of the working 
class”, for which he was prepared to do anything including laying 
down his life. 

From this, it is clear that Bhagat Singh wanted to “establish a 
new social order based on justice, ensuring their due both to the 
workers and to the peasants. To achieve this, capture of state 
power is necessary.” He said, “The state apparatus is now in the 
hands of the privileged classes. The protection of the interests of 
the masses, the translation of our ideal into reality, that is, the 

18 Home Department (Political) Government of India 1930. File No. 130, 

p. 1 • 
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laying down of the foundation of society in accordance with the 
principles of Karl Marx, demand our seizure of this apparatus”. 
This he wanted to do through revolution. To him, revolution was 
an “inalienable right of mankind”. 19 

Writing about this, Chaman Lai in his book entitled, * Martyrs 
of Ind ’ observes, “In a very long statement, which has now become 
a historic document, they (Bhagat Singh and B. K. Dutt) said that 
the immediate aim of the revolutionary party was to bring about 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry in India. This 
statement was hailed as a great contribution to political thought. 
Their ideas received particular attention, because their words did 
not emanate from the chair of a professor but came forth from the 
mouths of the revolutionaries who were ready to lay down their 
lives for the fruition of their ideas”. 20 

Hailing Bhagat Singh’s contribution to socialism, Bejoy Kumar 
Sinha wrote “Bhagat Singh laid down his life for the great socialist 
cause. When he met his death in a British prison; it was not as a 
lighter against a people who happened to belong to an alien race, 
but as against a hated imperialist system that cruelly exploited 
his countrymen. It would be wrong to recognize him only as a 
great patriot, for he was greater still as the ideal representative of 
a new era in our national struggle—an era that ushered in new ideals 
and ideas in our political movement. His eventful revolutionary 
life dramatically symbolised the rising temper of the fighting Indian 
people and of their forward”. 21 Before his ascending the gallows, 
in his last message to his comrades, Bhagat Singh said, “Friends, 
this meeting and parting is final. We may not be able to meet 
again. When you complete your .imprisonment and go home, don’t 
get involved in worldly affairs. Unless you drive out the British 
from India and establish a socialist democracy, don’t sit comfort¬ 
ably. This is my last message to you”. 22 

19 Statement of Bhagat Singh in the Delhi Court 

20 Chaman Lai: Martyrs of Ind. pp. 97—98 

21 The Tribune, dated 23rd March, 1967 Article on Sardar Bhagat Singh 

by Bejoy Kumar Sirfha. , 

22 Quoted from Dr. G.S. Deol’s book. Biography of Bhagat Singh, p. 76. 
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Views about Revolution 

Bhagat Singh’s views about revolution and socialism* were 
closely connected. Having been asked by the court what he meant 
by revolution, he declared, ‘'Revolution does not necessarily 
involve sanguinary strife nor is there any place in it for individual 
vendetta. It is not the cult of the bomb and the pistol. By revo¬ 
lution, we mean that the present order of things, which is based 
on manifest injustice, must change ” Further elaborating his views, 
he continues. “By revolution we mean the ultimate establishment 
of an order of society in which the sovereignty of the proletariat 
should be recognized and a world federation should redeem 
humanity from the bondage of capitalism and the misery of 
imperial wars.” 23 He declared further in the court : “This is our 
ideal, and with this ideology as our inspiration, we have given a 
fair and loud enough warning. 

“If, however, it goes unheeded and the present system of 
government continues to be an impediment in the way of natural 
forces that are swelling up, a grim struggle will ensue, involving 
the overthrow of all obstacles, and the establishment of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat to pave the way for the consumation 
of the ideal o( revolution. Revolution is an inalienable right of 
mankind. Freedom is an inalienable right of mankind. Freedom 
is an imperishable birth-right of all. Labour is the real sustainer of 
of society. The sovereignty of the people is the ultimate destiny 
of the workers. 

“For these ideals, and for this faith, we shall welcome any 
suffering to which we may be condemned. At the altar of this 
revolution we have brought our youth as an incense, for no sacrifice 
is too great for so magnificent a cause. We are content, we await 
the advent of Revolution. Long Live Revolution.” 24 

Even the leaflet which he threw into the Assembly Chamber 
contained reference to the French revolution and ended up with 
the slogans: “Down, down with imperialism”; “Long live the 

23 Statement of Bhagat Singh in the Delhi Court 

24 Extract from the statement of Bhagat Singh 
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Revolution”. To him, the ‘‘definite revolution he aimed at was a 
continuous one which had been in progress in other parts of the 
world and had to be brought about in India.” 25 Bhagat Singh 
introduced the slogan, ‘Long live the Revolution* which subse¬ 
quently became the 'battle cry* for all the militant elements in the 
country, irrespective of party creed. 

Advocate of a Classless Socialist State 

Bhagat Singh was an advocate of classless socialist state. He 
wanted a new type of social order, where there could be no 
exploitation of man by man. Elaborating his view on revolution, 
Bhagat Singh spoke of this ideal in this way : “The revolution, 
will ring the death-knell of capitalism and class distinctions and 
privileges. It will bring joy and prosperity to the starving millions 
who are sweating today under the terrible yoke of both foreign 
and Indian exploitation. It will bring the nation into its own. It 
will give birth to a new state, a new social order. Above all it 
will establish the dictatorship of the proletariat and will for ever 
banish social parasites from the seat of political power”. Coment- 
ing on this aspect of Bhagat Singh’s thinking, Shiv Varma writes, 
‘*He (Bhagat Singh) had come very near Marxim towards the end 
of his life.” 26 Bhagat Singh himself wrote in a letter to Sukhdev, 
“You and I may not live but our people will survive. The cause of 
Marxism and Communism is sure to win.” 27 

It may be mentioned here, that Bhagat Singh and his comrades 
were pioneers in calling for the establishment of a socialist republic 
in India. It was in September, 1928, that the Hindustan Republic¬ 
an Association held its meeting at Kotla Feroze Shah, Delhi. It 
was there that Bhagat Singh suggested that the word, ‘Socialist* 
be added to the nomenclature of the Association, as indicative of 
the type of system, India would have after the revolution. His 
proposal was accepted and the erstwhile Hindustan Republican 

25 Asaf Ali: Article on Bhagat Singh—An Obsolescent, published in the 
Commonweal of March 23, 1949, p. 3 

26 Shiv Varma: Foreword to Gopal Thakur’s book on Bhagat Singh) p. 2 

27 Ibid. 
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Association came to be known as the Hindustan Socialist Re¬ 
publican Association. From then on, the attainment of a socialist 
Republic in India became the goal of the association. It can thus 
be said that Bhagat Singh and his comrades paved the way for the 
adoption of socialism as one of the principles of the Indian politi¬ 
cal system, which now forms a part of the Preamble to the Indian 
constitution. 

Views about the Constitution of Independent India 

As a political thinker, Bhagat Singh was a realist in the sense 
that he and his comrades held that the constitution of the new 
independent India should be framed by the representatives of the 
people elected on the basis of universal adult franchise. In the 
objectives of the Hindustan Republican Association, it was clearly 
laid down that “the final form of the constitution of the republic 
shall be framed and declared by the representatives of the people 
at a time when they will be in a position to enforce their decisions” 
And, “the basic principle of the republic shall be universal suffrage 
and the abolition of all systems which make any kind of exploitat¬ 
ion of man by man possible”. 28 This implies that the new 
constitution of India which Bhagat Singh had envisaged was to 
be based on elimination of capitalism and casteism, and the 
establishment of secularism, socialism, and the sovereignty of the 
working class. 

Scientific Socialist and True Revolutionary 

From the foregoing account of the entire ideology of Bhagat 
Singh, it is clear that he was a believer in and advocate of scienti¬ 
fic socialism. He was a socialist from the core of his heart. There¬ 
fore to regard Bhagat Singh only as a freedom fighter is to do 
injustice to the work of this great son of India. As a scientific 
socialist, he correctly visualised the future course of political 
development in India. It was he who believed among other things, 
that the task of leading and carrying forward the freedom struggle 
would fall to the workers and peasants, to the common people 

28 Home Department (Pol.) Govt, of India, File No. 375 (1925) Papers 
regarding Hindustan Republican Association 
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led by the proletariat and a party based on the masses and relying 
on the teachings of Marx. These points clearly emerge from the 
letters and documents written by Bhagat Singh, especially the 
manifesto of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha of which he was the 
main draftsman, and the statement which he gave in court. His 
socialist leanings are evident from another slogan which the Hindu¬ 
stan Socialist Republican Association had adopted which Bhagat 
Singh often repeated and shouted in the court. It was, “GOD 
SOVIET GUIDE OUR WAY’* It implies that Bhagat Singh 
regarded the working class as his God. 

As a genuine revolutionary, Bhagat Singh believed that the 
end justifies the means. Throughout his short political career, he 
neither cared for himself nor tried to save himself at a time when 
duty indicated otherwise. He was the first revolutionary whose 
belief in terrorism was based on an intelligent study of the revolu¬ 
tionary movements of the world. Even Justice Ford said that 
“Bhagat Singh is a sincere revolutionary and believes that the 
world can be improved by destroying the social structure, as it now 
stands’'. As a true revolutionary, he condemned suicide just to 
end one’s own agonies. This can be corroborated by an extract 
from Bhagat Singh’s histdric letter to Sukhdev who was thinking 
of committing suicide to put an end to all troubles and torture in 
the jail. 

Bhagat Singh Wrote, “Suicide is a hated crime. It is a clear 
act of cowardice. Not to speak of being called revolutionary, 
nobody will declare this act as honourable. This death (through 
hanging) shall be beautiful. But to commit suicide just to avoid 
torture and kill one’s self is cowardice. I tell you, troubles will 
make a man complete and perfect”. 2 * 

Gulab Singh, formerly Chief Parliamentary Secretary of the 
composite Punjab, in his tribute to Bhagat Singh observed “Bhagat 
Singh was a revolutionary Sardar. He raised the slogan ‘long live 
revolution’ at a time when the shouting of this slogan fetched the 

29 Qtfoted from the Daily Preet Julluadur, Bhagat Singh Number, dated 
23rd of March, 1949, p. 19- • 
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death-sentence.” 30 

In fact Bhagat Singh was the first revolutionary whose belief 
in terrorism was based on an intelligent study of the revolutionary 
movements of the world. He was a very well-read youngman, who 
had made an extensive study of many revolutionary writers. His 
statement in the court will ever rank as one of the most important 
revolutionary documents in the world 

Bhagat Singh’s role, aim and ideology of life was best summed 
up by Partap Singh Kairon : “Bhagat Singh has become a symbol 
for our young men. The way he fought against imperialism, 
underwent torture and laid down his life is an everlasting example 
of individual bravery and unflinching faith. 

“The memory of Sardar Bhagat Singh and his comrades will 
be revered for ever because of the role they played after the 
martyrdom of Lajpat Rai. The fact which gives him a place in the 
history of the freedom struggle is his ideal of a socialist republic, 
for which he fought. Bhagat Singh had three aims in life : to live, 
to fight and to die” 31 obviously for his motherland. 


30 Quoted froitl all article on Bhagat Singh by Sardar Gulab Singh 

31 Tarlok Singh, Hindustan Da Quami Shaheed Bhagat Singh, Amritsar 
Tribute by Partaf Singh Kairon (Former Chief Minister of Punjab) p. 63 
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THE HINDUSTAN REPUBLICAN ASSOCIATION 
Rules and Regulations 

Name : The name of the Association shall be the Hindustan 
Republican Association. 

Object: The object of the Asssociation shall be to establish a 
Republic of the United States of India by an organized and 
armed revolution. 

The final form of the constitution of the Republic shall be 
framed and declared by the representatives of the people at the 
time when they shall be in a position to enforce their decisions. 

The basic principle of the Republic shall be universal suffrage 
and the abolition of all systems which make any kind of exploita¬ 
tion of man by man possible. 

The Constitution 

The Governing Body : The Governing Body of the Association 
shall be a Central Council composed of the representatives of every 
province of India. 

All decisions of the Central Council shall be arrived at by 
unanimous consent. 

The Central Council shall be vested with absolute powers. 

The principle function of the Central Council shall be to 
supervise, adjust and co-ordinate the activities in the different 
provinces, of which it shall have full knowledge. 

The Central Council shall be in direct charge of the work to 
be carried on in the countries outside India. 

The Provincial Organization : There shall be a committee ordi¬ 
narily of five men representing the five (5) different departments 
of the Association in every province which shall regulate ail the 
activities of the Association in the provinces. 

All decisions of the Committee shall be arrived at by unani¬ 
mous consent. 
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Departments: # 

Every provincial organization shall have the following depart¬ 
ments : 

- 1. Propaganda 

2. Collection of men 

3. Collection of funds 

4. Collection and storage of arms and ammunition 

5. Foreign connections 

1.. The Propaganda shall be carried out: 

(a) by an open and a secret press 
, t (b) through private conversations 

(c) through public platforms 

(d) through a system of organized Kathas 

(e) through, magic-lantern slides 

2- Collection of men shall be done by organizers incharge 
of different districts. 

3. Funds shall be collected generally by means of voluntary 
subscriptions and occasionally contributions shall be exacted by 
force. In extreme cases of repressions by agent or agents of a foreign 
Government, it shall be the duty of the Association to retaliate 
in whatever form it shall consider suitable. 

4. Every effort shall be made to arm every member of the 
Association, but all such arms shall be stored at different centres 
and be used according to the directions of the Provincial Committee 
only. No arms shall be removed from any place in the district or 
shall be used without the knowledge and the permission of the 
district organizer or the officer-in-charge of this department. 

Foreipi Connections : This department shall carry on its work 
under the direct orders from the Central Council. 

The Alstriet Organizer—-His Duties : The District Organizer 
shall be in sole charge of the members of his district. He shall try to 
start branches of this Association in every part of his district. Tn 
order to have efficient recruitment he should keep in touch with 
the different public bodies, and institutions in his district. ■ The 
district organizers shall be subordinate in every way to the Provin¬ 
cial Committee which shall supervise and direct all activities. 
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The district organizers must see that the members are divided 
into separate groups and the different groups do not know each 
other. 

As far as possible, the district organizers of any province must 
not know the activities of each other and, if possible, they must 
also not know each other in person or by name. No district organi 
zer shall leave his station without previously informing his superior. 

Qualifications of a District Organizer : 1. He must have the 
tact and the ability to guide and handle men of different tempera¬ 
ment. 

2. He must have the capacity to grasp the political, social 
and economic problems of the present day with special reference to 
his motherland. 

3. He must be able to grasp the spirit of the history of India, 
with special reference to the particular civilization which India has 
evolved. 

4. He must have faith in the mission and the destiny of a free 
India, which is to bring harmony in the different spheres of human 
activities, both spiritual and material. 

5. He must be courageous and self-sacrificing without which 
all his brilliant qualities will have had no real value. 

The Provincial Council and the Central Council 

The Provincial Council and the Central Council members must 
see that every member of this Association gets full scope and ample 
opportunity to develop and use his individual abilities, without 
which the Association will tend to disintegrate. 

Programme : All the activities of the Association shall be divi¬ 
ded into two parts : Public and Private. 

Public : 1 To start associations in the forms of clubs, libraries 
sewa-samities and the like. 

2. To start labour and peasant organization ; suitable men to 
be engaged on behalf of the association to organise and control the 
labourers in the different factories, the railways and in the coal¬ 
fields, and instil into their minds that they are not for the revolution 
but that the revolution is for them. Similarly, the Kisans must also 
be organized. 
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3. To start a weekly paper in every province to propagate the 
idea of an independent Indian Republic. 

4. To publish booklets and pamphlets with a view to enlight¬ 
ening the public regarding the course of events and the current of 
thought, as prevalent in the countries outside India. 

5. To utilize and influence the Congress and other public 
activities, as far as possible. 

Private : (a) To establish a secret press and through it to pub¬ 
lish such literature as cannot easily be published openly. 

(b) To circulate such literature. 

(c) To establish branches of this Association in every part of 
the country, district by district. 

(</) To collect funds in as many as ways as possible. 

(e) To send suitable men to foreign countries where they may 
get military or scientific training, so that they may become military 
or scientific experts to take charge of armies and ammunition 
factories at the time of open rebellion. 

(/) To import arms and ammunition and also to manufacture 
them, as far as possible, in the country. 

(g) To remain in close touch and to co-operate with the 
Indian revolutionaries outside India. 

(h) To get the members of this Association enlisted into the 
present army. 

(i) To enlist the sympathy of the public to our cause by 
occasional retaliatory measures, and propaganda and thus, create 
a band of sympathizers. 

Membership : All members shall be recruited by the organi¬ 
zers incharge of different districts in every province. 

All members must be ready to devote his whole time for the 
Association and to risk his life, if necessary. He must obey the 
commands of his district organizer implicitly. He should develop 
his own initiative and remember that the success of the Association 
depends upon much on the resourcefulness, the initiative and the 
sense of duty of its individual members. 

He must behave in a manner that may not prejudice the cause 
for which this Association stands, or may not do any hafm directly 
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or indirectly to this organization. 

No member of this Association shall belong to any other 
organization without the consent of the district organizer. No 
member shall leave his station without informing the district orga¬ 
nizer about it. 

Every member must try to avoid being suspected of revolutio¬ 
nary connections by the police or public. 

Every member must remember that his individual behaviour 
and mistakes might lead to the ruination of the whole organization. 

No member shall conceal anything from the district organizer 
as far as his public life is concerned. 

Members who will betray shall be punished either with expul¬ 
sion or death. 

The authority of punishment shall rest entirely with the Pro¬ 
vincial Council. 

APPENDIX B 

Copy of Punjab Government Report on the Death of 
Mr. John Poyantz Saunders 

(Dated Lahore, 14th Jannary, 1929) 

In continuation of telegram of 17th December. 

At 4.20 p.m on December 17th, Mr. Saunders left the District 
Police office on his motor cycle. He had reached the gate leading 
into the road in front of the office when he was stopped by his 
Reader, Head Constable Chanan Singh, who ran after him with 
his keys which he had left behind. Mr. Saunders took the keys and 
rode out of the gate on to the road. Soon after his reaching the 
road, shots were fired at him by two men who had been waiting 
there. Mr. Saunders was hit and fell with his motor cycle. Mean¬ 
while, the assassins made off, pursued by Head Constable Chanan 
Singh. They turned into the gate of the D.A.V. College which is 
opposite the District Police office. One man turned round there 
and mortally wounded Head Constable Chanan Singh. 

The men concerned in the murder made good their escape 
through the buildings and grounds of the D.A.V. College. At first, 
the pistol reports did not alarm those in the policy office as they 
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were taken for motor cycle backfire, when, however, the alarm 
was raised, a pursuit party was organized at once, but was unable 
to come up with the assassins. 

Mr. Saunders was one of the Police Officers who helped to keep 
the crowd back from the barrier at the Lahore Railway Station On 
October 30th, when Lala Lajpat Rai was alleged to have been 
assaulted by the police—and the speeches made at the inflammatory 
meetings held in Lahore in connection with Lajpat Rai’s death. 
These feelings were intensified on December 16th, when a meeting 
was organized by the Naujawan Bharat Sabha and was attended 
mainly by the students. Sixteen have been arrested so far on re¬ 
asonable suspicion of murder or abetting murder or criminal con¬ 
spiracies. Five are members of the Lahore Students’ Onion, Dhan- 
wati, Virender, Hansraj Vohra, Dharam, Yash. Eleven are mem¬ 
bers of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha, namely, Ahmed-ud-din, KN. 
Saiga!, M.A. Majid, Santram, Mir Mohammed Adbul, Labhuram, 
Santram Pondha, Amolak Ram, Hari Kishan Sethi, Keshiv Bandu 
and Raj Kishore Singh of U.P. 

APPENDIX C 

Text of Statement of Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt in the 
Assembly Bomb Case 

(Read in the Court on 6th June, 1029 by Mr. Asaf Ali on be¬ 
half of Bhagat Singh and B.K. Dutt)' 

We stand charged with certain serious offences, and at this 
stage, it is but right that we must explain our conduct. 

In this connection, the following questions arise. 

1. Were the bombs thrown into Chamber, and, if so. Why ? 

2. Is the charge, as framed by the Lower Court, correct or 
otherwise ? 

To the first half of first question, our reply is in the affirmative, 
but since some of the so-called ‘eye witnesses* have perjured them¬ 
selves and since we are not denying our liability to that extent, let 
our statement about them be judged for what it is worth. By way 
of an illustration, we may point out that the evidence of Sergeant 
Terry regarding the seizure of the pistol from one of u$ is a delibe- 
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rate falsehood, for neither of us had the pistol at the time we 
gave ourselves up. Other witnesses, too, who have deposed to 
having seen bombs being thrown by us have not scrupled to tell 
lies. This fact had its own moral for those who aim at judicial 
purity and fairplay. 

At the same time, we acknowledge the fairness of the Public 
Prosecutor and the judicial attitude of the Court so far. 

Viceroy’s Views Endorsed : In our reply to the next half of the 
first question, we are constrained to go into some detail to offer a 
full and frank explanation of our motive and the circumstances 
leading up to what has now become a historic event. 

When we were told by some of the police officers, who visited 
us in jail that Lord Irwin in his address to the joint session of the 
two houses described the event as an attack directed against no 
individual but against an institution itself, we readily recognized 
that the true significance of the incident bad been correctly appre¬ 
ciated. 

We are next to none in our love for humanity. Far from having 
any malice against any individual, we hold human life sacred be¬ 
yond words. 

We are neither perpetrators of dastardly outrages, and, there¬ 
fore, a disgrace to the country, as the pseudo-socialist Dewan 
Chaman Lai is reported to have described us, nor are we ‘Lunatics* 
as The Tribune of Lahore and some others would have it believed. 

Practical Protest: We humbly claim to be no more than seri¬ 
ous students of the history and conditions of our country and her 
aspirations. We despise hypocrisy. Our practical protest was against 
the institution, which since its birth, has eminently helped to display 
not only its worthlessness but its far-reaching power for mischief. 
The more we have pondered, the more deeply we have been con¬ 
vinced that it exists only to demonstrate to world India’s humilia¬ 
tion and helplessness, and it symbolizes the overriding domination 
of an irresponsible and autocratic rule. Time and again the national 
demand has been pressed by the people’s representatives only to 
find the waste paper basket as its final destination. 

Attack on Institution : Solemn resolutions passed # by the House 
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have been contemptuously trampled under foot on the floor of 
the so-called Indian Parliament. Resolutions regarding the repeal of 
the repressive and arbitrary measures have been treated with sub¬ 
lime contempt, and the government measures and proposals, reje¬ 
cted as unacceptable by the elected members of the legislatures, have 
been restored by a mere stroke of the pen. In short, we have utterly 
failed to find any justification for the existence of an institution 
which, despite all its pomp and splendour, organized with the 
hard earned money of the sweating millions of India, is only a 
hollow show and a mischievous make-believe. Alike, have we failed 
to comprehend the mentality of the public leaders who help the 
Government to squander public time and money on such a man¬ 
ifestly stage-managed exhibition of India’s helpless subjection. 

No Hope For Labour : We have been ruminating upon all these 
matters, as also upon the wholesale arrests of the leaders of the 
labour movement. When the introduction of the Trade Disputes 
Bill brought us into the Assembly to watch its progress, the course 
of the debate only served to confirm our conviction that the labour¬ 
ing millions of India had nothing to expect from an institution 
that stood as a menacing monument to the strangling of the explo¬ 
iters and the serfdom of the helpless labourers. 

Finally, the insult of what we consider, an inhuman and bar¬ 
barous measure was hurled on the devoted heads of the represen¬ 
tatives of the entire country, and the starving and struggling milli¬ 
ons were deprived of their primary right and the sole means of 
improving their economic welfare. None who has felt like us for the 
dumb driven drudges of labourers could possibly witness this 
spectacle with equanimity. None whose heart bleeds for them, 
who have given their life-blood in silence to the building up of 
the economic structure could repress the cry which this ruthless 
blow had wrung out of our hearts. 

Bomb Needed : Consequently, bearing in mind the words of the 
late Mr. S. R. Das, once Law Member of the Governor-General’s 
Executive Council, which appeared in the famous letter he had 
addressed to his son to the effect that the ‘Bomb was necessary to 
awaken England from her dreams’, we dropped the bomb on the 
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floor of the Assembly Chamber to register our protest on behalf of 
those who had no other means left to give expression to their 
heart-rending agony. Our sole purpose was “to make the deaf 
hear” and to give the heedless a timely warning. Others have 
as keenly felt as we have done, and from under the seeming still¬ 
ness of the sea of Indian humanity, a veritable storm is about to 
break out. We have only hoisted the “danger-signal” to warn those 
who are speeding along without heeding the grave dangers ahead. 
We have only marked the end of an era of Utopian non-violence, 
of whose futility the rising generation has been convinced beyond 
the shadow of doubt. 

Ideal Explained : We have used the expression Utopian non¬ 
violence, in the foregoing paragraph which requires some explanat¬ 
ion. Force when aggressively applied is “violence” and is, therefore 
morally unjustifiable, but when it is used in the furtherance of a 
legitimate cause, it has its moral justification. The elimination of 
force at’all costs is Utopian and the new movement which has ari¬ 
sen in the country, and of that dawn we have given a warning, is 
inspired by the ideals which guided GuruGobind Singh and Shivaji, 
Kamal Pasha and Riza Khan, Washington and Garibaldi, Lafayette 
and Lenin. 

As both the alien Government and the Indian public leaders 
appeared to have shut their eyes to the existence of this movement, 
we felt it as our duty to sound a warning where it could not go 
unheard. 

We have so far dealt with the motive behind the incident in 

question, and now we must define the extent of our intention. 

No Personal Grudge : We bore no personal grudge or malice agai¬ 
nst anyone of those who received slight injuries or against any 
other person in the Assembly. On the contrary, we repeat that 
we hold human life sacred beyond words, and would sooner lay 
down our own lives in the service of humanity than injure anyone 
else. Unlike the mercenary soldiers of the imperialist armies who 
are disciplined to kill without compunction, we respect, and, in 
so far as it lies in our power, we attempt to save human life. And 
still we admit having deliberately thrown the bombs into the 



144 


SARDAR BHAGAT SINGH 


Assembly Chamber. Facts, however, speak for themselves and our 
intention would be judged from the result of the action without 
bringing in Utopian hypothetical circumstances and presumptions. 

No Miracle : Despite the evidence of the Government Expert, 
the bombs that were thrown in the Assembly Chamber resulted in 
slight damage to an empty bench and some slight abrasions in 
less than half a dozen cases, while Government scientists and 
experts have ascribed this result to a miracle, we see nothing but a 
precisely scientific process in all this incident. Firstly, the two 
bombs exploded in vacant spaces within the wooden-barriers of 
the desks and benches, secondly, even those who were within 2 
feet of explosion, for instance, Mr. P. Rau, Mr. Shanker Rap and 
Sir George Schuster were either not hurt or only slightly scratched. 
Bombs of the capacity deposed to by the Government Expert (tho¬ 
ugh his estimate, being imaginary is exaggerated), loaded with an 
effective charge of potassium chlorate and sensitive (explosive) 
picrate would have smashed the barriers and laid many low within 
some yards of the explosion. 

Again, had they been loaded with some other high explosive, 
with a charge of destructive pellets or darts, they would have 
sufficed to wipe out a majority of the Members of the Legislative 
Assembly. Still again we could have flung them into the official box 
which was occupied by some notable persons- And finally we could 
have ambushed Sir John Simon whose luckless Commission was 
loathed by all responsible people and who was sitting in the 
President's gallery at the time. All these things,however, were beyond 
our intention and bombs did no more than they were designed 
to do, and the miracle consisted in no more than the deliberate aim 
which landed them in safe places. 

We then deliberately offerd ourselves to bear the penalty for 
what we had done and to let imperialist exploiters know that by 
crushing individuals, they connot kill ideas. By crushing two 
insignificant units, a nation cannot be crushed. We wanted to em¬ 
phasize the historical lesson that lettres de cachets and Bastilles 
could not crush the revolutionary movement in France. Gallows and 
the Siberian mines could not extinguish the Russian Revolution, 
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Bloody Sunday, and Black and Tans failed to strangle the move¬ 
ment of Irish freedom. 

Can ordinances and Safety Bills snuff out the flames of free¬ 
dom in India ? Conspiracy cases, trumped up or discovered and 
the in certion of all young men who cherish the vision of a great 
ideal, cannot check the march of revolution. But a timely warning, if 
not unheeded, can help to prevent loss of life and general sufferings. 

We took it upon ourselves to provide this warning and our 
duty is done. 

(Bhagat Singh was asked in the lower court what he meant by 
word “Revolution*’. In answer to that question, he said) “Revolu¬ 
tion” does not necessarily involve sanguinary strife nor is there 
any place in it for individual vendetta. It is not the cult of the 
bomb and the pistol. By “Revolution” we mean that the present 
order of things, which is based on manifest injustice, must change. 
Producers or labourers in spite of being the most necessary element 
of society, are robbed by their exploiters of their labour and de¬ 
prived of their elementary rights. The peasant who grows corn for 
all, starves with his family, the weaver who supplies the world 
market with textile fabrics, has not enough to cover his own and 
his children's bodies, masons, smiths and carpenters who raise 
magnificent palaces, live like pariahs in the slums The capitalists 
and exploiters, the parasites of society, squander millions on 
. their whims. These terrible inequalities and forced disparity of 
chances are bound to lead to chaos. This state of affairs cannot 
last long, and it is obvious, that the present order of society in 
merry-making is on the brink of a volcano. 

* The whole edifice of this civilization, if not saved in time, shall 
crumble. A radical change, therefore, is necessary and it is the duty 
of those who realize it to reorganize society on the socialistic basis. 
Unless this thing is done and the exploitation of man by man and of 
nations by nations is brought to an end, suffering and carnage with 
which humanity is threatened today cannot be prevented. All talk 
of ending war and ushering in an era of universal peace is undisg¬ 
uised hypocrisy. 

By “Revolution”, we mean the ultimate establishment of an 
order of society which may not be threatened by sjich breakdown. 
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and in which the sovereignty of the proletariat should be recognized 
and a world federation should redeem humanity from the bondage 
of capitalism and misery of imperial wars. 

This is our ideal and with this ideology as our inspiration, we 
have given a fair and loud enough warning. 

If, however, it goes unheeded and the present system of Gove¬ 
rnment continues to be an impediment in the way of the natural 
forces that are swelling up, a grim struggle will ensue involving the 
overthrow of all obstacles, and the establishment of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat to pave the way for the consummation of the ideal 
of revolution. Revolution is an inalienable right of mankind. Free¬ 
dom is an imperishable birth right of all. Labour is the real sustai- 
ner of society. The sovereignty of the people is the ultimate destiny 
of the workers. 

For these ideals, and for this faith, we shall welcome any 
suffering to which we may be condemned. At the altar of this re¬ 
volution we have brought our youth as an incense, for no sacrifice 
is too great for so magnificent a cause. We are content, we await 
the advent of Revolution “Long Live Revolution.” 

APPENDIX D 

Copy of Telegram From Pandit Malaviya To His Excellency, The 
Viceroy 

Dated Allahabad, 14th February, 1931 

"May I appeal to Your Excellency to exercise your prerogative 
of mercy in cases of Bhagat Singh, Rajguru and Sukhdev to 
commute sentences of death passed upon them into those of 
transportation for life. I do so only because I am opposed on 
grounds of humanity to infliction of death sentence upon a fellow 
man but also because the execution of these young men whose 
action was prompted not by any personal or selfish consideration 
but by a patriotic impulse, however misguided, will give a great 
shock to public feeling in the country. While the purpose of Law 
and State will be fully met by a sentence of transportation for life, 
such an act of mercy on Your Excellency’s part will, at this 
juncture, produce a very beneficial effect on Indian public opinion.” 
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Copy of one of the Public Memorials to the Viceroy and the Governor 
General of India. 

“May it please Your Excellency, we, the undersigned, request 
that the death sentences passed by the Tribunal at Lahore on 
Messrs Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru be commuted on the 
following, among other grounds. 

(fl) That the trial was held according to the ordinary form of 
law before an ordinary Court of Law. 

(b) That the trial was conducted ex-parte in the absence of the 
accused by an extraordinary Court of Law. 

(c) That the accused were not permitted to appeal to the High 
Court. 

(d) That when Sardar Kishan Singh, father of S. Bhagat 

Singh, requested to be permitted to produce documentary and oral 
evidence to disprove the prosecution story regarding the murder of 
Mr. Saunders, the request was not granted.”. 

The signatories to this memorial among others were some 
members of the Legislative Assembly, Municipal Commissioners 
and members of the local Bar also. 

(Home Department (Political) Government of India 1931- 
File No. 4/20/31 page 41) 

and 

also published in The Hindustan Times . Delhi, Dated the 18th 
of February, 1931. 
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Copy of the last letter from Bhagat Singh to his brother Kultar Singh 

Dated 3rd March, 1931 

My dear Kultar, 

It pained me to no end to see tears in your eyes today. Today, 
there was pathos in your voice, I could not bear your tears. My 
boy, carry on with your studies bravely and look after yourself. 

Don’t lose heart... What more can I write ? What more can 
1 say ? Listen (couplets)... 

“They are ever on the lookout for new methods of oppression. 
We are eager to see how far they would go. 

Why should we be angry with the world ? 

Why should we grumble against the sky ? 

Ours is a different world. 

Let’s fight it out 

O friends of the party : I have only a few breaths left, 

1 am the morning’s lamp and am about to be extinguished; 

Be happy, countrymen, so far as we are concerned, 

We are off. 

Well, good-bye ! 

Be brave ! 

Namaste” 


Your brother, 
Sd/- 

Bhagat Singh 
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Letter of Shaheed Bhagat Singh dated 3 March, 
1931 from Central Jail Lahorei to his younger 
brother S. Kultar Singh 




CHRONOLOGY OF BHAGAT SINGH 


1907 (27tb September) 

1921 

1924 


1925 


1926 

1927 

1928 


(17th December) 

1929 (8th April) 

(7th May) 

(6th June) 

(12th June) 

(15th June) 

(10th July) 

(2nd September) 
(14th September) 

1930 (February) 

(7th October) 

1931 

(23rd March) 


Birth 

Joins National College, Lahore 
Leaves National College and goes 
to Kanpur 

Returns to Lahore on his grand¬ 
mother’s sickness 

Warrants issued against him in 
connection with Akali Jatha recep¬ 
tion during Jaitu Morcha 

Founds Naujawan Bharat Sabha 
at Lahore 

Arrested in connection with 
Dussehra Bomb outrage at Lahore 

Organizes Lahore Students Union 
Attends Kotla Ferozeshah Meeting 
of H.R.A. 

Takes part in Saunders murder 

Throws bombs in Assembly and 
courts arrest 

Trial in Assembly Bomb Case starts 

Gives historic statement in the 
court 

Judgement pronounced in Assem¬ 
bly Bomb Case and sentenced to 
transportation for life 

Starts epic hunger-strike in jail for 
jail reforms 

Trial in Lahore Conspiracy Case 
starts 

Suspends hunger-strike 
Abandons hunger-strike 

Again goes on two weeks* hunger- 
strike for the implementation of 
recommendations of the Punjab Jail 
Enquiry Committee 

Judgement in Lahore Conspiracy 
Case announced and death sentence 
awarded 

Defence counsel submits petition 
to the Privy Council, which was 
rejected on 10th February 
Kissed the hangman’s noose 
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